
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for Second Month 2010 
 
Weekly Schedule: 
First Days (Sunday) 

10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. Older children join worship 
at 11am. 

Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday 
(prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a meal with over 100 brothers and sisters 
left out of the downtown boom, on Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on Monticello).  
 
Monthly Schedule: 
9 am First First Days (first Sunday each month) Peace and Social Justice Meets. 
8:30 am Second First Days (second Sunday each month) Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
9 am Third First Days (third Sunday each month) First Day School, starting 11/15/09. "Who are we as 
Quakers?"  Reading the Pendle Hill Pamphlet “The Mystery of Quaker Light” 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Calendar of Events 
2/28/2010 10:30 am Meeting for Worship - First Day School for younger children – join Worship during or 

after Meeting for Worship. 
3/3/2010 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
3/7/2010 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
   10:30 – 11:30 am Meeting for Worship – First Day School for younger children – join Worship 

during or after Meeting for Worship 
3/10/2010 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
3/ /2010  9 am First Day School Discussion – We are reading, “The Mystery of Quaker Light” 
   10:30 am Meeting for Worship – First Day School for younger children – join Worship during or 

after Meeting for Worship 
3/15-19/2010 –Spring Break for the School – no classes 
3/17/2010 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
3/21/2010 9am – First Day School Discussion – We are reading, “The Mystery of Quaker Light” 
3/24/2010 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
3/28/2010 10:30 am Meeting for Worship – First Day School for younger children – join Worship during or 

after Meeting for Worship 
3/31/2010 6pm JCOC We serve the meal at the shelter.  Contact Tracy Paladini to assist. 
 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
4/2-6/2010 Easter Break at School, no classes. 
4/4/2010 9 am Peace and Social Justice Meeting – all are welcome. 

10:30 am Meeting for Worship – First Day  School for younger children – join Worship during 
or after Meeting for Worship 

4/7/2010 7 pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
4/11/2010 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

10:30 -11:30 am Meeting for Worship – First Day School for younger children – join Worship 
during or after Meeting for Worship. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
JCOC Dates for 2010: April 21, Oct 6, and Nov 9 Contact Tracy Paladini to volunteer to help with the 
planning, the meals, the cost, or serving the meals.  It is wonderful to work with the students in this 
community outreach. 



Query  #7 Do we endeavor to live in the life and power that takes away the occasion of all war, seeking to 
do our part in the work of reconciliation between individuals, groups, and nations? Do we faithfully maintain 
our testimony against nuclear and all other military preparations, the bearing of arms, and all participation in 
war? 
Peacemaking for Quakers and others involves both work in the world to serve justice and bring an end to 
overt violence, conflict, and war, and work in our own hearts to uncover, embrace and heal our ill will 
toward others. We all can listen more carefully to that still small voice within that guides our thoughts and 
actions toward peace. Perhaps then we can find a way to bring all faiths and spiritual paths together to find 
our unity. We acknowledge what we have done in our own community, such as the founding and nurturing 
of Friends School, in reaching out locally to organizations like Empower Hampton Roads, as well as 
nationally and internationally through organizations like the ASFC. We can make a difference. What are we 
called to do? Are we listening to where God is calling us to work? The way to peace is always seeking unity 
in the Spirit of God. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business, 2/14/2010, 8:30am 
 

OPENING: Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business for the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for 2nd 
Month, 14, 2010 opened with a period of waiting worship. There were some 14 members and attenders 
present. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Ruth Childress reported that income for 1st month was $1365.40 and 
expenses were $1630.38.Restricted expenses of $1000 were disbursed to Steady Footsteps, and 
budgeted contributions of $550 were made to Friends School Financial Aid and $250 to NC Yearly Meeting. 
HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT: Linda Serrette reported that enrollment is 189. Four students and 3 
chaperones attended the Quaker Youth Leadership Conference at George School on Feb. 4-6. Conference 
theme was “Let Your Life Speak,” and consisted of workshops, discussion groups and community service 
opportunities. Meeting contributed $200 toward expenses for this event. Students who attended will be 
invited to speak about the conference to the School and Meeting community. A faculty in-service was held 
Feb. 12 on Differentiated Instruction & Discipline lead by Dr. Judy Mullet, Professor of Education at Eastern 
Mennonite University. Work is underway now on architectural designs and cost estimates. School will host 
an Evening with Teacher Ed Hollinger on Feb. 17 at 7 pm.  
BUILDING AND GROUNDS: Linda Smith reported that an extensive “to-do” list has been compiled and is 
being prioritized and worked through, and estimates for work are being solicited. Our gutters have been 
cleaned, and Pat Phelan Young has been pricing new refrigerators since our current one is in need of 
replacement.  
MEO: Nancy Craft reported that MEO addressed their Query #6 “Are we careful not to become involved in 
the business and activity of everyday life to the impairment of our religious lives and the service to our 
Meeting?’” MEO united in the following response: 
“There is a core of active and involved members, yet challenges remain. For a small meeting, the struggle 
is to increase participation and balance spiritual and temporal concerns. Though we seek the common 
good, conflicts arise as there is often more than one path to carry out God’s will. It is important to trust the 
process, honor the good in each, and be tender with one another.” 
In order to expand our Meeting representation and create a broader understanding of our School’s plans, 
MEO recommended and Meeting approved the addition of Keith Williamson and Tom Kennedy as Meeting 
representatives to the Property Task Force of Friends School Committee. Bob Clapp currently serves alone 
in this capacity. Meeting is encouraged to be prayerfully attentive to the needs of our school, to hold those 
needs and plans in the Light and to remain united in the Spirit of Love as Friends School considers a future 
move. 



PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE: Gwynne Wells reported that a brown bag lunch hosted by PSJ was held 
Second Month 7 at the home of Patricia Swan. The Peace Testimony was discussed. 
On 2nd month 28, PSJ is sponsoring Empower Hampton Roads representative, Angela James at a simple 
potluck to be held at rise of Meeting. Ms. James will inform us about the work of EHR and how our Meeting 
can become more involved. All are welcome to attend. PSJ also invited members of Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church. Meeting decided that future invitations would be stronger coming from the Meeting as a 
body. 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Tom Kennedy reported that Nominating Committee expects to meet in 3rd 
months and will begin contacting members and attenders at that time and through March and April. 
Individuals are invited to contact members of the Nominating Committee if they wish to seek specific areas 
of service to the Meeting. 
MEMBERSHIP TRANSFER:  Meeting received and approved a request from Gayle Johnson to be 
released from her membership in Virginia Beach Friends Meeting in order to join the Eastern Shore Chapel 
congregation. We wish her well and will miss her musical gifts.  
HRSD: Nancy Craft reported that attorneys hired by our Meeting have come out and photographed our site 
in preparation for the future HRSD sewer line project. 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Linda Smith reported that 
Property Task Force has arranged a walk-through of the Will-O-Wisp property for the Meeting and those 
trustees who have not seen the property for Sunday, 2/21 at the Rise of Meeting.  Some faculty may also 
join us. 
The Budget and Finance Committee are working diligently on our budget for 2010-11. 
The plans and preparation for the annual golf tournament are underway. The golf classic committee has 
nine enthusiastic members. The committee is changing several sponsorship levels and the name of the 
event. It is now the Virginia Beach Friends School Benefit Golf Classic and will be held on May 14th.  
Everyone is invited to participate and/or support this very important fundraiser for the school. 
A full semester of activities around the theme, “Peace through Understanding: Educating Ourselves,” has 
been planned. This includes partner classes, reading circles, and a film festival, culminating in a day-long 
“International Fair” on 4/30. 
Spiritual Life Committee clerk, Andy Young, said that the Faculty is interested in more orientation on 
Quakerism.  A half-day faculty retreat may be possible.  
Upcoming Events: School Play, 3/6-7, Spring Break  3/15-19, Volunteer Breakfast, 4/22, Field Day 5/7, 
Benefit Golf Classic, 5/14. 
 
Rebecca Mani, Clerk and Paula Justice, Recording Clerk 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Upcoming Events 
 

4/24/2010  Representative Body Meeting of our Yearly Meeting – all are welcome to attend.  Location to 

     be announced. 

4/25/2010 –Empower Hampton Road Annual Banquet at the Murray Center in downtown Norfolk.  See  

                  Tom Kennedy or Nancy Craft for tickets.  Let’s try to have enough folks attend to fill a table of 8! 

6/4/2010 – School’s Baccalaureate, 6:00 PM. 

6/5/2010 – School’s Graduation 11:00 AM.  

6/25-27/2010  Conservative Gathering at Olney Friends School, Barnesville, Ohio. 

7/7-11/2010  Yearly Meeting at Guilford College, Greensboro North Carolina 



If you do not receive this newsletter electronically it means the meeting does not have an active email for 
you.  To receive the newsletter and/or other meeting news electronically only via email, send a 
request to vbfm.emailer@gmail.com.  Please include your name, address, phone number and email 
when making requests.  If you no longer want to receive the hard copy newsletter, please include this in 
your email.  You may also communicate via the meeting’s mailing address, Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, 
PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
Please remember it costs the Meeting 50 cents for every returned newsletter.  Please forward 
address changes to avoid returned newsletters. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 
others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the 
meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the 
views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is 
included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 
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