
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for First Month 2010 
 
Weekly Schedule: 
First Days (Sunday) 

10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. Older children join worship 
at 11am. 

Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday 
(prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a meal with over 100 brothers and sisters 
left out of the downtown boom, on Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on Monticello).  
 
Monthly Schedule: 
9 am First First Days (first Sunday each month) Peace and Social Justice Meets. 
8:30 am Second First Days (second Sunday each month) Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
9 am Third First Days (third Sunday each month) First Day School, starting 11/15/09. "Who are we as 
Quakers?"  Reading the Pendle Hill Pamphlet “The Mystery of Quaker Light” 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Calendar of Events 
1/29/2010 School Peace and Social Justice Day 
1/30/2010 7 pm Journey of Peace: From Violence to Healing,  
 Church of the Ascension,  4853 Princess Anne Road, VB.  
 Celebrating the opening of the Seasons for Peace and Nonviolence, an interfaith program. 
   3pm to 4pm Early & Lower School Admissions Program 
1/31/2010 9 am First Day School – all are welcome.  We are reading, “The Mystery of Quaker Light” 
   10:30 am Meeting for Worship – First Day school for younger children.- join Worship  
   during or after Meeting for Worship 
2/3/2010 3-6pm We serve the meal at the JCOC Shelter – contact Tracy Paladini to assist. 
 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
2/7/2010 10 10:30 am Meeting for Worship – First Day School for younger children – join Worship 

during or after Meeting for Worship 10:30 am 
 12 noon – Peace and Social Justice Brown Bag Lunch at Patricia Swan’s home. 
2/10/2010 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
2/12/2010 School Faculty Professional Development Day, no classes 
2/14/2010 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 
   10:30 am Meeting for Worship – First Day School for younger children – join Worship during or 

after Meeting for Worship 
2/15/2010 School closed, Presidents’ Day 
2/17/2010 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
2/19/2010 School ES/LS no classes - Parent/Teacher Conferences 
2/21/2010 9am – First Day School Discussion – We are reading, “The Mystery of Quaker Light” 
2/24/2010 7pm Mid Week Prayer Meeting 
2/28/2010 10:30 am Meeting for Worship - First Day School for younger children – join Worship during or 

after Meeting for Worship. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
JCOC Dates for 2010: March 31, April 21, Oct 6, and Nov 9 Contact Tracy Paladini to volunteer to help 
with the planning, the meals, the cost, or serving the meals.  It is wonderful to work with the students in this 
community outreach. 
  



Query#6: Growth of Our Children:  Do we endeavor by example and precept to cultivate in our children a 
sense of openness and expectancy about life, and to aid them in their growth in spiritual understanding and 
moral discernment?  Do we share with them the faith that guides the practice of Friends, while encouraging 
them to develop their religious insights as the Spirit of God may lead them? 
Response: The influence of our Meeting and Friends School on our young people reaches much further 
than we can know. Though we have few children and adolescents in our Meeting at this time, our Silent 
worship and subsequent work in the world is felt by a much wider community. 
Query to Ponder for next month: Query #7 Do we endeavor to live in the life and power that takes away 
the occasion of all war, seeking to do our part in the work of reconciliation between individuals, groups, and 
nations? Do we faithfully maintain our testimony against nuclear and all other military preparations, the 
bearing of arms, and all participation in war? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business, 1/10/2010, 8:30am 
 
OPENING: Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business for the VA Beach Friends Monthly Meeting 
opened with a period of Silent worship. Some 18 members and attenders were Present. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Budget and Finance Committee expresses gratitude to those committees who 
submitted budget proposals for 2010.  Budgeted income for 2009 fell short by $3014. However, we were 
under budget by $2260. Income for 12th month exceeded expenses by $1504. We will be sending a check 
for $1017.85 to Steady Footsteps from olive oil sales and other items.  We sent a check for $150 in 12 th 
month, making a total of $650 sent so far.  $100 remains in the Sufferings account from 2009. It will be 
carried forward. 
HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT:  Ed Hollinger reported the following planned events for the School 
community:  Open House, Saturday, January 23, 1-3 PM; Parent Forum featuring Dr. Katherine Kersey,  
ODU professor and author in Early Childhood Education, January 12 at 7 pm.. Meeting is invited to attend 
these events.  
Faculty members are traveling to Pennsylvania for a Restorative Practices Workshop in alternative 
discipline practices to punitive discipline. A Faculty In-service Training in Differentiated Instruction and 
Discipline in the Classroom with Dr. Judy Mullett, Professor of Education at Eastern Mennonite University 
will be held on February 12.  
Students will attend the Quaker Youth Leadership Conference on February 4-6 at George School in 
Pennsylvania. 
Meeting  members are invited to tour the property on Will –O-Wisp drive (formerly TPI) which is being 
considered as a re-location site for Friends School. Date and time of tour will be announced. 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT: School Committee met on the ninth day of 2010 for its semi-annual day 
long retreat.  It was an enjoyable and productive session.  The group continues to work together smoothly 
and enthusiastically.   All aspects of the work of the committee were addressed but the focus was primarily 
on property matters and budget, with greatest amount of time being spent on the two major property 
matters before the school.   

The Property Task Force report on the situation with Things Unlimited  was discussed– Since Greg 
Nelson has not responded regarding whether he would like to continue to rent the building, Ed will proceed 
with negotiating new lease agreements with each current sub-tenant.   Ed is comfortable managing Things 
Unlimited in house at this time, but he will let the task force know if it should become a distraction to his day 
to day business at the school so we can make other arrangements. 
 The Task Force report on the Will-O-Wisp Property was discussed. The task force continues to be 
interested in and encouraged by the Will-O-Wisp property and the potential of relocating the school here.  
The School Committee enthusiastically agreed to proceed with a more detailed investigation of the ways 
the property could be made suitable for our school.    



 The portion of the Budget and Finance discussion not overlapping with property or the head’s 
report dealt with tuition increases and the budget. The Budget and Finance subcommittee will present a 
recommendation about tuition at the February SC meeting.  At the same meeting a final current year 
budget will be presented.  It is expected to show a considerable deficit.  Finally, a draft of the Budget 2010-
2011 will be presented at the February SC meeting.  
 The retreat concluded with a discussion of the report from the Spiritual Life Subcommittee.  
Spiritual Life had discussed questions about the Committee, its purpose and place in the structure of the 
School.  Dwindling attendance at subcommittee meetings was a cause of concern. The current status of 
Peace & Social Justice Day, which was originally a stated task of this committee, became a catalyst for 
further discussion. 
 That day had its origins in the efforts of one Meeting member who brought speakers and other 
programs to campus for one day shortly after the return to school from the holiday break.  Upon its 
inception, Spiritual Life Committee was tasked with planning and implementation of that one day, but its 
membership was more widely distributed among faculty and Meeting members who shared the work.  As it 
gradually grew to culminate in a week of Peace & Social Justice activities, the faculty took much more 
interest and leadership. Now, there is a separate faculty committee representing almost all divisions, 
engaged in planning what seems to be a semester-long thematic unit, including a film series and speakers 
after school. 
 It was suggested that our small Committee perhaps seek to join with the larger number of faculty 
working on peace & social justice at the same hour we have been meeting.  Our Committee applauds their 
work, yet we see dwindling numbers in our attendance to work on our broader charge that extends beyond 
peace and social justice, to meetings for worship, business, querying, and leadership development. 
PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE REPORT:  On Second Month, First Day 7, Peace and Social Justice 
Committee will hold its monthly committee meeting at the home of Patricia Swan at rise of Meeting with a 
brown bag lunch and a discussion of the Peace Testimony (Query #6).  Meeting approved a brown bag 
lunch presentation on 2nd month First Day 28 sponsored by PSJ. A representative from Empower Hampton 
Roads will present. Patricia Swan has volunteered to monitor the FCNL web site and bring back items of 
interest to the Meeting at large. Bob Young has volunteered to do the same for the AFSC website.  
Tom Kennedy expressed gratitude for PSJ’s participation in the Eyes Wide Open exhibit. held in 12th 
month.  
DISCOVERY  DINNERS: Meeting  decided to postpone holding Discovery Dinners until later in the Spring. 
QUAKER WOMEN: Pat Phelan Young will host Quaker Women in her home on First Month, Fifth Day 28 at 
6:30 pm. Please let her know if you will attend.  
TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP: Meeting approved a request from Grace LeClair to have her membership 
transferred to the Concord Monthly Meeting and the New England Yearly Meeting. We released Grace with 
love and will greatly miss her beautiful singing. Clerk will write the letter of transfer. 
BOOK REVIEW:  Louise Wilson recommended for our reading, Our Quaker Ancestors by Ellen Thomas 
Berry and David Allen Berry. A copy of the book has been donated to our library by a former member, 
Barbara Best. Clerk Rebecca Mani will write Barbara a thank you note for her gift.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Nancy Craft invited Meeting members/attenders to an Empower Hampton Roads 
Retreat to be held on First Month, 23 day from 9 -3. Please contact Nancy for details if you are interested. 
Louise Wilson’s writing has been included in a collection published by the Atlantic Shores Writer’s Group.  
Bob Young has written a review of the film, Avatar and incorporated several of our Queries into his review. 
Copies are available in the foyer of the Meetinghouse. 
CLOSING:  Meeting closed with Silent Worship. 
 
Rebecca Mani, Clerk and Paula Justice, Recording Clerk  
 
 



If you do not receive this newsletter electronically it means the meeting does not have an active email for 
you.  To receive the newsletter and/or other meeting news electronically only via email, send a 
request to vbfm.emailer@gmail.com.  Please include your name, address, phone number and email 
when making requests.  If you no longer want to receive the hard copy newsletter, please include this in 
your email.  You may also communicate via the meeting’s mailing address, Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, 
PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
Please remember it costs the Meeting 50 cents for every returned newsletter.  Please forward 
address changes to avoid returned newsletters. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 
others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the 
meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the 
views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is 
included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 
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