
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for Eleventh Month 2009 
 
Weekly Schedule: 
First Days (Sunday) 10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. Older 
children join worship at 11am. 
Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday 
(prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a meal with over 100 brothers and sisters 
left out of the downtown boom, on Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on Monticello).  
Monthly Schedule: 
 9 am First First Days (first Sunday each month) Peace and Social Justice Meets. 
 8:30 am Second First Days (second Sunday each month) Meeting for Worship with Attention to 
Business 
 9 am Third First Days (third Sunday each month) First Day School, starting 11/15/09. "Who are we as 

Quakers?" 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Calendar of Events 
Eleventh Month 
11/25-27 Thanksgiving Break School is closed. 
Twelfth Month 
12/2-5 School Book Fair - in the Meetinghouse 
12/5-6 Fair Trade Festival – Sat, Dec 5, 10:00am-10:00pm, Sun, Dec 6 12:00-5:00pm, at Waterside 
Festival Marketplace, first floor Contact: Susan Posey- 581-5672, fairtradefun@gmail.com  
12/20 9 am Breakfast pot luck in the Meetinghouse with School faculty/staff Invited 
12/24 Christmas Eve singing 7-8 pm Open Worship 8-12 midnight 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
JCOC Dates for 2010:  Jan 6, Feb 3, March 31, April 21, Oct 6, Nov 9 Contact Tracy Paladini to volunteer 
to help with the planning, the meals, the cost, or serving the meals.  It is wonderful to work with the 
students in this community outreach. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Query#5 To Ponder:  Do we regularly attend our meetings for business, and are they held in a spirit of 
love, understanding, and forbearance? Do we seek the right course of action in humble submission to the 
Authority of Truth and in the patient search for a sense of unity under Divine guidance? 
Query#4: Work of the Meeting.  Do we assume our rightful share in the expenses of our Meeting?  Do we 
regard our time, our talents, and our possessions as given to us in trust, and do we use them freely for the 
needs of others? 
Response:  Members donate money generously on a yearly and spontaneous basis. We budget our 
money wisely and always seem to have enough for special needs. However, we are encouraged to donate 
year round rather than at the end of the year. Noticeable improvement is apparent in giving of our time, 
talents, and efforts on behalf of others and in support of social causes and ongoing meeting needs. 
 
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business, 11/08/09, 8:30am 
OPENING:  11th month 8, 2009 Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business opened with a period of 
waiting worship. Some 15 members and attenders were present. 
LETTER: Meeting received a letter from Christine (Kitty) Boscher requesting to be released from 
membership to return to the church of her childhood. Meeting approved her release with love. 
BOOK REVIEW: Louise Wilson recommended and donated several books for our inspirational reading. 
These included:  Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis, Hinds Feet by Hannah Hunard, Song of Songs by 
Watchmen Nee, and The recovery of family Life by Elton Trueblood. 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=00004pG0:001AgsLb00003LWn&count=1253331318&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0##


TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Ruth Ann Childress reported that income to date (10th month 31) for 
2009 is $16553.56, some $9000 short of the budgeted amount of for 2009. While we understand that the 
economy has affected all our finances, Meeting approved sending a loving and gentle reminder to 
members and attenders by mail and e-mail encouraging them to make donations earlier than December. 
PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE:  Paula Justice reported that PSJ is co-sponsoring the AFSC Eyes Wide 
Open Project on 11th Month 11 from 9 AM to 5 PM in Town Point Park. Meeting approved being a co-
sponsor as well. Volunteers are requested to help set-up and take-down the combat boots representing 
fallen soldiers from Virginia and the shoes of civilian dead from Iraq and Afghanistan, staff tables and read 
names during the exhibit . PSJ will also staff a table during the Fair Trade Festival to be held 12th month 5th 
and 6th at Waterside in Norfolk. Olive oil and arts and crafts from Steady Footsteps will be sold. Volunteers 
are also requested for this commitment. PSJ will now have a regularly scheduled meeting on the first 1st 
Day of every month at 9 AM. Everyone is welcome to attend. Meeting approved that Max Carter will be 
contacted by Rebecca Mani about returning to our Meeting and School community. 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS:  Bob Clapp reported that a number of exterior items need attention. These 
included chimney cleaning, removal of tree branches, window wells, painting railing, power washing 
window wells, removing an oil tank, cleaning gutters and unclogging downspouts, clearing brush,  and lawn 
mowing.  Meeting approved getting professional help as soon as possible with a number of those items for 
which we do not have the labor or equipment. He also reported that a number of inside items have been 
completed by the generous donation of members’ time, talent, and money 
LIBRARY: Meeting approved sending extra copies of our library books to Davidson Meeting for their 
growing library. 
MEO: will sponsor a potluck Christmas Breakfast on 12th month 20th at 9AM. The VBFS staff is invited. The 
Meetinghouse will be open as usual on Christmas Eve from 7 to 12 PM for caroling, refreshments, and 
worship. 
MEMORIAL SERVICE: A beautiful memorial service for Sandra Pierceall, mother of Sammy Pierceall, 
longtime member of this Meeting, and former student of VBFS was held on 10th month, 31 at 2 PM in the 
Meetinghouse. A number of friends and family members gathered to remember Sandy with love and 
kindness. Meeting approved giving a one time donation of $50 in Sandy’s name to the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, a charity that was important to her. 
HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT: Ed Hollinger reported that 179 students are currently enrolled in VBFS. The 
school hosted a successful Grandparents Day on 10th month 23, and an Open House on 11th month 4. 
Parent Forums are planned for 11th month 19, 1st month 12, and Third Month 25. The 11th month topic 
includes long-range plans for the school. The school continues to explore partnerships with area colleges 
and organizations and to expand in environmental, cross-cultural and arts programs. The school has one 
National Merit Scholarship candidate from the 2010 class. Upcoming events include a Thanksgiving Feast 
and All School Meeting for Worship on 11th month 24, the Christmas Book and Craft Fair on 12th month 2-5, 
and a Winter Open House 1st month 23. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT: (Linda Smith, Reporter) 
On October 30th we had a Called Meeting with the purpose of meeting with the commercial realtor, 
Thalhimer:  Thalhimer identified the following items needed for them to locate potential property for the 
school. 
 Geography to determine the best location in Virginia Beach for the new campus, roads,  Oceana NAS, 
concentration of people, use permit issues, wetlands, utilities,  etc. 
 Land size, student body size 
 Economic discussion - what can the school afford? 
 Timing, when does the school want the new parcel under contract? 
 Need for outside consultants, land planner, architect, civil engineer, etc. 
The first items Thalhimer needs relate to the land size, student body size, and financial considerations. 
From the minutes of our regular SC Meeting - 11/2/09: 



Budget and Finance 
Bob Warren presented and discussed the final draft of income/expenses for the previous fiscal year. This 
was an informal report, as the audit has not yet been reported to the school. 
Enrollment continues to increase and there is time to finalize the current years’ budget at the end of this 
calendar year. 
Development 
1.   FSCA - Ed is working on getting it started again. Process needed to affirm parent representative with 
parent community and to orient parent representative. 
2. Ed wants to start communicating with the school community about moving, and recommended that we 
help him develop a program for the scheduled Parent Forum in November. The Parent Forum on 11/19 will 
focus on the Long Range Plan for the school.  Ed and SC members will speak about the relocation of the 
campus, the future and vision of Friends School.  Ed will speak with Gayle about incorporating a LEED 
presentation as part of the forum. 
3. The Fall Fling, held at Coastal Catering, was a successful community gathering that paid for itself. 
Faculty, staff, parents and School Committee members gathered to welcome Ed and Linda Serrate with 
fellowship, music and good food! Great work by Megan and Alice! 
4. The Annual Fund, called Fund for Friends, will kick off in early November.  Ed has planned an 
aggressive campaign with a goal of $200,000.  An anonymous donor has offered a challenge gift of a dollar 
for dollar match to new donors up to $10,000.  In addition, Ed has created a $3/day campaign to encourage 
families to give to the Annual Fund. 
Spiritual Life 
Vacancies exist on the Spiritual Life Committee for: one School Committee member, an Alumni 
Representative, and at least two more School Committee members to replace those leaving at the end of 
this fiscal year. 
Faculty Report from T. Sue 
 Grandparent’s day was great timing and many community events have been very helpful. It’s been a 
busy fall.  
 Sue made a suggestion that the School Committee meet with the faculty/staff to discuss future plans 
for the school. This resulted in tentative plans for the School Committee to meet with the faculty/staff on the 
next available day, probably November 30, 2009 at 3:30pm. 
At each SC Meeting, we have a Development Activity. This year we are focusing on the theme of 
“Development for VBFS.” The following was the focus for this month. 

SC Development Activity for November - Visioning Experiment - Brainstorming and dyadic exercise 

“Envisioning a New Location for VBFS” Discussions on how to plan for the future location of the school by 

identifying the most important aspects of our campus led to brainstorming concepts. Suggestions included 

acreage needed, ACUIZ considerations, accessibility to the campus, wetlands, visibility of the school, 

transportation options, sustainable campus, green campus, and affordable plans.  

The conversations that evolved from this activity lead to a broadening of the concept of a future campus to 

embrace good opportunities and to collect and review data on where in Hampton Roads a Quaker 

presence could/should be and include concepts of more than one campus or being open to options other 

than just looking for additional property.  

CLOSING:   Meeting closed with Silent Worship. 
Rebecca Mani, clerk and Paula Justice, recording clerk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PEACE EVENTS AND FILMS 
Events will begin on December 2 (unless we count the November 28 gig that Steve Rosenthal's son and 
his band are playing at The Boot) On December 2, Frida Barrigan will be sponsored by Catholic Worker 
House to speak about nuclear disarmament.  Here is the list of potential films to be scheduled during the 



Peace Festival, with web site links.  The majority of these films will have speakers and discussion 
involved as well, but these are not yet firmed up. 
FOR THE NEXT 7 GENERATIONS   www.forthenext7generations.com  
CRUDE  www.crudethemovie.com  
THE YES MEN FIX THE WORLD  www.theyesmenfixtheworld.com  
DANIEL ELLSBERG: MOST DANGEROUS MAN IN AMERICA  http://www.mostdangerousman.org/  
DEFAMATION    http://firstrunfeatures.com/defamation_synopsis.html  
THE MESSENGER  http://www.themessentermovie.com/  
OH MY GOD  www.omgmovie.com  
WILLIAM KUNSTLER  http://www.disturbingtheuniverse.com/ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you do not receive this newsletter electronically it means the meeting does not have an active email for 
you.  To receive the newsletter and/or other meeting news electronically send an email to 
vbfm.emailer@gmail.com.  Please include your name, address, phone number  and email when making 
requests.  If you no longer want to receive the hard copy newsletter, please including this in your email.  
You may also communicate via the meeting’s mailing address, Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 
4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 
others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the 
meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the 
views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is 
included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 
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