
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for Tenth Month 2009 
Weekly Schedule: 
First Days (Sunday) 10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. Older 
children join worship at 11am. 
Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday 
(prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a meal with over 100 brothers and sisters 
left out of the downtown boom, on Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on Monticello).  
 
Monthly Schedule: 
 9 am First First Days (first Sunday each month) Peace and Social Justice Meets. 
 8:30 am Second First Days (second Sunday each month) Meeting for Worship with Attention to 
Business 
 9 am Third First Days (third Sunday each month) First Day School, Topic “Attention to Business 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Calendar of Events 
Eleventh Month 
11/7 Canoe Cleanup -Contact: whitpeace@cox.net 

11/11 11/11 Open Boots on the Ground Project, “Eyes Wide Open” sponsored by the local chapter of the War 
Resistor’s League, Waterside, Norfolk. 
11/18 JCOC Serve the meal at the Shelter - Contact Tracy Paladini 226-4691 
Twelfth Month 
12/2-5 School Book Fair - in the Meetinghouse 

12/5-6 Fair Trade Festival – Sat, Dec 5, 10:00am-10:00pm, Sun, Dec 6 12:00-5:00pm, at Waterside Festival 
Marketplace, first floor Contact: Susan Posey- 581-5672, fairtradefun@gmail.com  

12/20 12/20 Breakfast pot luck in the Meetinghouse with School faculty/staff Invited 
12/24 Christmas Eve singing 7-8 pm Open Worship 8-12 midnight 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
JCOC Dates for 2010:  Jan 6, Feb 3, March 31, April 21, Oct 6, Nov 9-Much thanks to Tracy Paladini for 
arranging these dates for the coming year.  Please contact her to volunteer to help with the planning, the 
meals, the cost, or serving the meals.  It is wonderful to work with the students in this community outreach. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Query#4 to ponder for next month: Work of the Meeting.  Do we assume our rightful share in the 
expenses of our Meeting?  Do we regard our time, our talents, and our possessions as given to us in trust, 
and do we use them freely for the needs of others? 
 
Query #3:  Do we follow the teachings of Jesus and seek the inspiration of His Holy Spirit in our daily lives?  
Are love and unity maintained among us?  Do we cultivate a forgiving spirit, and do we avoid and 
discourage needless and destructive criticism of others?  When differences arise, do we endeavor promptly 
to resolve them in a spirit of love, honesty, and humility? 
Response:  The One Love Festival, our membership in Empower Hampton Roads, and the recent “Islam 
and Related Misconceptions” program are all witnesses in which the Meeting participates, that publicly 
strive for unity among all peoples.  We found our own greater sense of community in the recent retreat 
sponsored by Ministry and Oversight with Lloyd Lee and Susan Wilson.  We sense the movement of the 
Spirit in our daily lives to which we need not put words. 
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Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business, 10/11/09, 8:30am 
 
Opening Minute: Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business opened in the Meetinghouse on 10/11 
with a period of waiting” 
 
Membership Changes:  A request for transfer of membership to Friendship Monthly Meeting received 
from Benji Hebner was approved.  Clerk will write a letter, explaining how Benji grew up in our Meeting.  
We rejoice that he has become very active in friendship meeting! 
Carrie Ansell’s request for release of membership to the Washington (DC) Ethical Society was also 
approved.  Clerk will email approval of her request, wishing her well on the continued search for the Truth. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Income exceeded expenses during 8th and 9th months.  It is still below expectations 
however, because member and attender contributions are just slightly above half, with only one third of the 
year left to go.  Cash contributions and rent will likely finish the year slightly ahead of projections.  Interest 
income is well below projections, due to the economy.   
 
Head of School Report:  (Given by Linda Serrette, Assistant to Teacher Ed) We are nearing our goal of 
185 for the year, new students are being added each week.  Students will be involved in the One Love 
Festival next weekend.  Many have contributed to the peace essay contest.  Lower School students 
finished in 2nd place in the Neptune Festival Sand Castle contest.  Grandparents Day is scheduled for 
10/23, open House for 11/4.  One student from the 2010 class is a qualifier for the National Merit 
Scholarship program!  Thanks to the Meeting for scheduling the potluck welcoming me to the community.  It 
was a great opportunity to meet many of you as together we work toward furthering the goal of educating 
our students in the Friends tradition 
 
School Committee Report:  Due to the Labor Day holiday, the Committee met twice since last Business 
Meeting.  A compilation was given by Linda Smith:  About 50 volunteers helped to paint, clean, plant, trim 
and weed to spruce up the school for opening day!  Ninth month began with a focused theme for this year 
on Development.  Terri MacIntyre was welcomed as the new Community Representative to the SC.  A 
Loyalty and Leadership party was held on September 29, 2009 at Gayle Johnson’s home to nurture a 
culture of giving among the School’s most generous contributors.  Our financial advisor, Bob Warren, is 
working on preparation for the audit.  In September, a called SC Meeting was held with the purpose of 
meeting with Thalhimer Realty.  They presented a detailed outline of the process for obtaining property and 
made suggestions for us to proceed. 
Eight adults and five children served the meal to 141 guests at the JCOC homeless shelter on 9/29, 
providing a valuable opportunity for School and Meeting to work together. 
 
Ministry & Oversight:  Responses to M & O queries # 1 and 2 were read.  An Outreach Committee was 
begun to organize the front hall and library.  Anyone interested in joining this group is invited to contact Pat 
Phelan, convener.  Ministry & Oversight will sponsor Discovery Dinners beginning on 1st-Month.  They have 
changed their regular meeting to the fourth 1st-day of each month over breakfast, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 
Peace & Social Justice:  Some 50 people attended last week’s program on “Islam and Related 
Misconceptions” in the Meetinghouse.  It lasted over 2 hours, and included a meal and question and 
answer session.  The annual “One Love Festival” at Virginia Wesleyan College begins with a youth 
program during the day, and culminating with a live concert and silent auction at 7:00 PM.  Paula Justice, 
Whit Peace, and Gwynne Wells of our Meeting have provided continuing, strong leadership for this 
community building event over the years. 



Committee members will be selling the Palestinian olive oil at this year’s “Fair Trade Festival” which will be 
held on 12/5 and 12/6 at Waterside in Norfolk.   Proceeds continue to benefit member Virginia Lockett’s 
ministry in Vietnam.  A letter from Virginia describing extensive flooding there was read by the clerk.  
Business meeting approved its distribution to the entire meeting via the listserve. 
 
Anniversary Celebration:  Andy and Pat Phelan Young will communicate with Lloyd Lee and Susan 
Wilson of Rich Square Monthly Meeting in an effort to coordinate a joint contribution to the 50th anniversary 
of Earlham School of Religion. 
 
Memorial Service:  Long-time art teacher Muff Mariner [Lamb] of Friends School passed away on 10/9 
after a battle with cancer.  Her family has requested use of the Meetinghouse on 10/24 for a memorial 
celebration. 
 
Closing Minute:  No further business appearing, Meeting for Business closed with a period of waiting 
worship, to meet again in 11th-Month if consistent with Divine will. 
Gwynne Wells, Acting Clerk Andrew Young, Acting Recording Clerk 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Yearly meeting in Wilmington this past summer was well attended and offered many opportunities to meet 
and visit with our children, members and attenders throughout our Yearly meeting Community.  Of interest 
was a new monthly meeting joined our Yearly meeting,  Davidson Meeting near Charlotte NC was officially 
welcomed to our Yearly meeting.  They had been visiting our Yearly meeting for a few years and it felt like 
they were already members and was formally acknowledged it!  Next summer our Yearly meeting is being 
planned for Guilford, NC, and committee s are beginning to work on this and are looking for volunteers to 
assist with the children’s programs and other activities related to Yearly meeting.-  from Nancy Craft 
 
PEACE EVENTS AND FILMS 
Wed, Nov 4 at  7:30pm  END OF THE LINE British author Charles Clover questions the very survival of our 
ocean life into the mid-century if governments aren't able to regulate the practices of invisible large-scale 
industrial fishing. (80 mins) http://www.endoftheline.com 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Thurs, Nov 5  at 7:30pm    A Live Concert and Film  BELA FLECK: THROW DOWN YOUR HEART 
Legendary banjo virtuoso Bela Fleck journeys to Africa to explore the roots of the American banjo.(97 mins)  
http://www.throwdownyourheart.com/  A live concert and historical commentary with acclaimed banjo 
players Bob Zentz with Sparky and Rhonda Rucker. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
HELP STOP VIRGINIA ‘S 105th EXECUTION November 10th 
John Allen Muhammad is scheduled to be killed by the Commonwealth of Virginia at 9 p.m. on November 
10th. 
Please take one or more of the following actions - Details below: 
attend an Execution Vigil 
ACTION :  Contact Gov. Tim Kaine RIGHT NOW.  
Contact Governor Kaine and ask him to grant clemency by commuting Elliott’s and Muhammada’s death 
sentences to life without the possibility of parole.  You can contact the governor by mail, telephone, 
email and/or fax.  If you live in Virginia , be sure to start by stating your name and where you live.  
Mail: P.O. Box 1475, Richmond , Virginia 23218, Phone: (804) 786-2211, Fax: (804) 371-6351 
ACTION #2: Ask others to join you in taking action. Ask people you know to also contact the Governor.   
ACTION #3:  Attend a vigil on 10th.  We will have a vigil at the execution site; Greensville Correctional 
Center in Jarratt at 8:30 pm on both the 10/5 and 11/10 to protest each execution and remember the 
victims and their families.  There will be vigils held across the Commonwealth on the days of both of these 
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executions.  A list of vigil sites is included at the bottom of this email.  For more information please visit our 
website  www.vadp.org (888) 567-8237 or email beth@vadp.org 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sandra Maria Pierceall, 54 of Louisville, KY, and formerly of Virginia Beach, VA, passed away on Sunday, 
October 11, 2009. She was born on October 19, 1955 in Jacksonville, FL, the daughter of Lewis and 
Alfreda Pierceall, and sister of Phyllis Pierceall. Sandi is remembered in Virginia Beach for her long service 
in the 1990s to the kitchen at the Judeo Christian Outreach Center for the homeless on Virginia Beach 
Blvd.  She is survived by a son, Samuel Bailey Pierceall of Charlottesville, VA, her dear friend Barry 
Withers of Louisville, and her beloved canine companion, Baleigh. Sandi was a life long member of the 
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting (Quaker). A memorial celebration will be held at 2:00 PM on Saturday, 
October 31, 2009 at the Friends Meeting House, 1537 Laskin Rd., Virginia Beach. Gifts in her memory may 
be sent to the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting at the address above. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you do not receive this newsletter electronically it means the meeting does not have an active email for you.  To 
receive the newsletter and/or other meeting news electronically send an email to vbfm.emailer@gmail.com.  Please 
include your name, address, phone number  and email when making requests.  If you no longer want to receive the 
hard copy newsletter, please including this in your email.  You may also communicate via the meeting’s mailing 
address, Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others 
interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other 
articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting 
the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the 
information represents the opinion of the meeting. 
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