
 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Months 2009 
(Note from the editor:  This is a combined three month newsletter.  I am working on the Eighth Month Newsletter now and plan to have it 
out shortly.) 
Weekly Schedule:  
First Days (Sunday) 
  10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. Older children join worship at 11 am. 
  12 Noon Adult First Day school Topic: Quaker Silence and the Power of Now 
Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday (prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred 
heart Church). Serve and share a meal with over 100 brothers and sisters left out of the downtown boom, on Armistead St. (behind the 
HRT building on Monticello).  
Monthly Schedule: 8:30 am Second First Days (second Sundays) Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Calendar of Events                                                                        
Eighth Month 
8/25 Teachers return to school 
Ninth Month 
9/1  First day of school 
9/7  School is closed for the day 
9/11-12 Weekend retreat facilitated by Lloyd Lee Wilson and Susan Wilson 6:30-8:30 PM 9/1 and 9:30-3:00  9/12 
  “Seeking to know one Another in the things that are eternal:  Building Spiritual Community” 
9/17 5:30 pm All School picnic (pot luck food) Meeting is invited and encouraged to attend 
9/19 River Clean – up – International Coastal Clean-up Day - Contact: whitpeace@cox.net 
9/30  JCOC Serve the meal at the Shelter - Contact Tracy Paladini 226-4691 
Tenth Month 
10/8  Empower Hampton Roads – Public Meeting – Contact Nancy Craft or Tom Kennedy 
10/17 One Love Festival - Youth program 12:30 – 4pm, Evening program 7pm, www.onelovefestivalva.com, 
 Contact: onelovefestival@yahoo.com 
10/24 Yearly Meeting Representative Body Meeting – Cedar Grove Meetinghouse, Woodland NC  
Eleventh Month 
11/7 Canoe Cleanup - Contact: whitpeace@cox.net 
11/18 JCOC Serve the meal at the Shelter - Contact Tracy Paladini 226-4691 
Twelfth Month 
12/2-5 School Book Fair 
12/4/6 Fair Trade Festival 
12/19 Breakfast pot luck at the Meetinghouse 
12/25 Christmas Eve singing 7-8 pm Open Worship 8-12 midnight 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Query #9. Our Manner of Living. Are we mindful of Friends’ testimonies against alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and other harmful drugs; 
and do we refrain from using them or dealing with them, realizing that abstinence is the clearest witness against overindulgence? Do we 
seek to avoid all kinds of gambling and places of diversion that tend to be demoralizing? Do we keep in mind how diverse and widespread 
are the temptations to grow richer at the expense of others? Are we faithful to our testimony against taking oaths? 
Response. “We have taken steps, initiating recycling and raising environmental issues with the city.  We endeavor to make our gatherings 
worthy of the resources it takes, including Friends’ time, to bring us all together.” 
Query#10. Harmony with Nature.  Do we endeavor to live in harmony with nature? Are we careful in our stewardship of the world’s 
irreplaceable resources?  Response.  Meeting united in answering in the affirmative. 
Query #11. Social Justice and Equality. Do we reverence that of God in every human being with concern for the needs of each individual? 
Are we seeking to rectify existing social injustice and racial discrimination in our local communities and in the world at large?  Response. 
Through the activities of our Peace and Social Justice Committee we support reconciliation in Palestine and in Viet Nam.  We actively 
promote changes in government policies such as health care and defense spending.  We work each week at the basic task of living into 
reverence for the Seed in each member and attender and in dealing among ourselves with respect and openness.  
Query #12. Outreach:  Do we welcome newcomers and non-members to our meetings?  Are they encouraged to share in Meeting 
activities and to consider membership when they are in agreement with the principles and practices of Friends?  Are our younger members 
appointed to committees and encouraged to share in other responsibilities of the Meeting?  Do we visit one another frequently, 
remembering those who may be lonely?  Does this visitation and caring extend beyond the members of our own Meeting? Response. We 
welcome those who come and have received several new members in recent months.  Hospitality after rise of Meeting has become more 
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attractive and draws more people to stay a while and connect.  We are blessed with continuing diversity within our Meeting.  We remind 
ourselves to make a special effort to welcome Teach Ed Hollinger, the new Head of School, and his family when they join our community. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 5/7/2009 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship, 14 persons present. 
Friendly Book Circle Review.  Louise Wilson called our attention to Thomas Kelly’s Testament of Devotion, a book she said was 

“more alive each time you dare to read it.”  She urged Friends to consult it often and not only for extended reading: “open it anywhere, read 
it as little or as much as you like.” 

Treasurer reported that income to date exceeds expenses. Income is $8201.86 while outflow amounts to $7381.46.   There are 
some accounts still to be cleared, however, and, while we are almost halfway through the year, only one third of the budgeted income has 
been collected.  A detailed report was submitted. 
 Ministry and Oversight asked meeting to approve Patricia Phelan Young to the station of Elder.  Meeting united in approving the 
request. 
 School Committee reported that the school website now includes a sustainability statement and an explanation of the plans to 
move.  The annual fund is still $55k short of its goal of $160k.  Work proceeds on revising the mission statement. 

There was no report from Head of School. 
Nancy Craft reported for the Trustees that the lawyer, Joe Waldo, had been retained to represent the Meeting in the matter of the 

Hampton Roads Sanitation District project.  HRSD has been notified that what they sent to the Trustees was not acceptable.  An appraiser 
will be needed along with input from Friends on the short and long-term impact of the project on Meeting. 
Nominating Committee recommended that two candidates for School Committee be approved for School Committee to act on:  Billie 
Almond and Cheryl Dronzek.   Approved.  The following names were also brought forward:  

Rebecca Mani  Clerk 
Paula Justice  Recording Clerk 
Ruth Ann Childress Treasurer 
Linda Smith  Communications Committee/emailer administrator 

 
Clerk reported back with the dates that the Norfolk Catholic Workers wanted to use the meeting house—24 and 25 June.  

Meeting united in approving this request.  Wes Cheney will be the meeting liaison with NCW. 
 New meeting times were discussed.  It was suggested to go back to the 8:30/10:30 times.  It was further suggested to move 
consideration of the query to rise of meeting on the first first day of the month.  Meeting united in approving these suggestions. 
 Nancy Craft reported for Representative Body.  All children will be free at Yearly Meeting at Wilmington this year.  She reminded 
Friends that the Meeting contribution to YM is due now. 
 Meeting closed with a brief period of silent worship. 
Wes Cheney, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 6/14/09 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship, 10 persons present. 
Friendly Book Circle Review.  Louise Wilson returned to Thomas Kelly’s Testament of Devotion.  She asked Friends to read it, 

re-read it and make it part of the life of our Meeting. 
 Meeting was asked to consider the matter of Tom Kennedy’s membership.  Three years ago Tom requested that his 
membership and that of his children, Jason and Krista, be transferred to Miami Monthly Meeting.  VBFM approved this request and 
recorded it as done.  Miami MM, however, did not complete its part in this process.  Now Tom asks that this whole process be voided and 
that the continuing membership of Tom, Jason and Krista be recorded.  Meeting united in approving this request. 
 Treasurer report.  The full report was posted on the bulletin board in the entrance hall. 
 Ministry and Oversight mooted the idea of a summer picnic.  July 19 was suggested.  Meeting united in approving the idea.  
Peace and Social Justice Committee will coordinate with Virginia Lockett to organize an event in the first half of seventh month. 
 School Committee Report.  The school will be using FACTS, a process whereby the parents will sign up for the tuition to be paid 
electronically.  The mortgage holder of the school loan, Bank of America has decided they must secure the loan with the school and the 
school is working with the bank via a lawyer to work thru this process.  School Committee discussed the financial audit T Greg presented 
based on the Friends Council on Education.    
 There have been two more break-ins at the school and we can expect a more visible presence on campus with the police now.   

Most private schools throughout the country are experiencing fewer inquiries, applications and donations than in previous years.  
In addition financial aid requests are higher. Our school can always use extra contributions in this time of extra need.    

The school has a new sustainability statement which will be posted on the school’s web site soon.  Several school folks visited 
Sidwell Friends School to tour their new LEED certified Middle School.  Patrick Goold recommended a book by Christopher Alexander as a 



 

resource for those interested in architecture and its effect on the life of spirit and community, “A Pattern Language and a Timeless Way of 
Building”  The Committee on Trustees continues to look for persons interested in being more active in the school community.   

Grandparents Day was successful with 56 attending.  The Annual Fund continues with T. Jon continuing to meet with friends and 
families as this year’s goal has not quite been reached.  We have until the end of Seventh Month. 

Head of School, reported that WHRO selected VBFS as their Independent school of the month. The School signed up for 60-day 
free use of e-newsletter service called Constant Contact.  Jon Alden:  “I created an e-newsletter that highlighted open house and summer 
camp.  I sent it to my email list of 63.  45% opened the newsletter, 1 recipient chose to unsubscribe. If we choose to use the e-newsletter 
format as a tool for staying in touch, it is very inexpensive and easy to use.  I would consider trying it again.”   His report continued: We had 
a break-in in both Cottage and Woolman over the weekend even though all the locks have been changed.  It appears that they got into 
Woolman through a side door that we did not realize had a key and they broke a window in Cottage.  A police report was filed and the side 
door in Woolman has been re-keyed. MS Science, First Grade and US math positions have been filled. Offers went out for the Spanish 
and LS P.E. positions to the strongest candidates.  Unfortunately, both declined the offer based on the salary. MS social studies and US 
social studies candidates are still being sought. The Golf Tournament continues to be a good event and it looks like we will make about 
$10,000. The Athletic Banquet was well attended. Graduation was held on June 6th.  The class of 2009 was small (4), but the ceremony 
was well attended and touching. 

Meeting united in approving the following minute of gratitude:  Meeting wishes Jon Alden and his family well in their new 
residence in Polly’s Island, SC.  We are grateful for Teach Jon’s service as Head of School. 

Peace and Social Justice thanked the meeting for its contribution of $200 (already budgeted) to the One Love Festival which will 
occur this year on 10th Month 17 in the Boyd Center of VWC. 

Trustees announced that HRSD is proceeding with eminent domain.  Trustees await being served. 
Nominating Committee distributed a final list of names and stations.  With the addition of Bob Clapp as Meeting Representative 

to the Property Task Force of School Committee, the list was approved as the list of stations for the coming year.  Friends are urged to 
review the list and contact a member of NC if there are any inaccuracies. 

Meeting was asked to host a visit of the Section of the Americas Executive Committee in the second weekend in Eleventh 
Month.  Meeting gave its tentative approval, pending confirmation of dates and numbers of visitors expected. 

Meeting united in approving the following persons as its representatives to Yearly Meeting: Nancy Craft, Ruth Ann Childress, 
and others as able. 

Meeting united in expressing its appreciation to the outgoing Clerk, Wes Cheney, and Recording Clerk, Patrick Goold, for their 
service. 
Meeting closed with a period of silent worship, 12 persons present. 

Wes Cheney Clerk, and Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
October 17, 2009 - One Love Festival – Performance opportunity - Virginia Wesleyan College  Theme: Community Peace Building 
Schedule of events:  12:30 - 4:00 pm: Youth program - 7:00 pm: Evening Program 
Every year this wonderful festival has grown. The One Love Festival organizers are looking for talent for the upcoming show this year and 
would love to hear from all types of performers that would be willing to join us in promoting the peace movement.  
Website: http://www.onelovefestivalva.com/    Contact: onelovefestival@yahoo.com  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From our members and friends. 
Fifth month 2009 – From Laley Lippard 
Hello and good morning from the west coast! 
 Wishing to find you in some warm spot, a smile on your face, feeling full of love. I am sending you all of mine. Family, extended family 
by way of dear friendship, and to you who have helped me, given me strength, a bed, a shoulder...thank you. I miss you!  
 I have some wonderful news that I will get to share with you for the next 3 years! I have been accepted to Northwestern's MFA 
Directing program. Even better? The tuition has been waived, and while I'll still have to pay for my living expenses etc., the scholarship is 
enormous! I am incredibly grateful. 
 Northwestern's Graduate program is one of the top in the country. The Communications School itself hosts a number of top-notch 
departments all focused on the most cutting edge arts training and development. The head of the Graduate Directing program Anna 
Shapiro is one of the foremost directors in the country (she just won a Tony!) and I know from personal experience that she is full of soul, 
wit, slicing taste, and will be a powerful mentor. The program is rigorous, detailed, and interested in cross-disciplinary performance work. 
The campus is gorgeous, right on the lake, about 20 minutes from one of the most thriving and interesting arts towns in the world, 
Chicago.  
 I am honored, excited, and hungry for this opportunity and I am so very happy to share it with you. Thank you for all your love, support, 
and friendship.  
 My best thoughts and love, Laley 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Fifth Month  2009 – From Julia Hebner –  
Dear Friends:  
 Atticus Edmond Hebner was born yesterday (Tuesday 5-26) morning shortly after 5. He was born at home with his Daddy and 
maternal grandmother and the midwife and her assistant waiting and his brother Daniel and the dog Nemo sleeping in the next room. He 
weighs 11 lb 10 oz and is 22 inches long. So far he seems a mellow fellow and a good nurser. As we get to know him better we will have 
more to say about him. 
 He is a good looking baby though he does not resemble his older brother. Mama Emily is doing great and we are all delighted. 
Julia Hebner 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The email to subscribe and/or unsubscribe to this newsletter has changed.  All members and attenders who have email addresses known 
to the meeting will receive an email with the newsletter attached.  If you do not receive this newsletter electronically it means the meeting 
does not have an active email for you.  When you send an email to vbfm.emailer@gmail.com, you can request the newsletter via an email 
attachment.  If you decide you no longer want to receive the hard copy newsletter, please let the meeting know via this meeting email 
address.  When you subscribe or change your email, please include your name, address and phone number.  If you choose to write to the 
meeting please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in the Virginia 
Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a 
space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each 
article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting 
Meeting has requested those who attended Yearly meeting to write down some of their thoughts about Yearly Meeting this year 
for the newsletter.  Please send them to me.   Please send input for Ninth Month newsletter to Nancy Craft by 9/18/2009!   
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