
 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for Fourth Month 2009 
Calendar of Events 
 
Weekly: First Days (Sunday) 
   10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. 
    Older children join worship at 11 am. 
   12 Noon Adult First Day school starting in Fourth Month – Topic: Quaker Silence and the Power of Now 
Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
 
Monthly:  Each Second First Day (second Sunday of each month) Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
SPECIAL NOTICE: 5/10/09 Meeting for Worship begins at 10 AM with Meeting for Business at the rise of worship. 
Special Meetings/gathering 
4/25 & 26/2009 Saturday 10-5 and Sunday noon – 5 pm Chesapeake Arts Show to benefit Hope House Free and open to 
 the public.  Contact: 757-625-6161 
 
5/3/2009  World Festival of Peace. Stay tuned for more information 
 
5/10/09  Meeting for Worship will begin at 10 AM with the Fifth Meeting for Business at the rise of worship. 
 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday (prep begins at 6 
a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a meal with over 100 brothers and sisters left out of the downtown boom, on 
Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on Monticello).  
Vigil Against the Death Penalty: 5-6 p.m. each evening of a scheduled Virginia Execution, St. Paul's Blvd& City Hall Ave. 
 
Canoe Cleanup Dates 2009. May 2, June 6 (Save the Bay Day), July 25, Sept 19 (International Coast Cleanup Day), Nov 7  
Contact: whitpeace@cox.net 
 
JCOC Meals at the Shelter. April 30, September 30, and November 18 Come help serve a meal at the JCOC shelter 
Contact Tracy Paladini 226-4691 
 
Representative Body meeting.  conducts YM business between the Annual Yearly Meetings 
4/25/2009 – at Durham Meeting, Durham NC includes a M&O sponsored worship with queries 
 
Yearly Meeting. 7/8-12/2009 in Wilmington NC, local UNC Wilmington, Wilmington. NC  
See draft children’s program posted on the bulletin – Opportunities to sign up to help with our children! 
 
Query #9 to ponder for next month.  Our Manner of Living. Are we mindful of Friends’ testimonies against alcoholic 
beverages, tobacco, and other harmful drugs; and do we refrain from using them or dealing with them, realizing that 
abstinence is the clearest witness against overindulgence? Do we seek to avoid all kinds of gambling and places of 
diversion that tend to be demoralizing? Do we keep in mind how diverse and widespread are the temptations to grow richer 
at the expense of others? Are we faithful to our testimony against taking oaths? 
 
Query #10: Do we endeavor to live in harmony with nature?  Are we careful in our stewardship of the world’s irreplaceable 
resources? 
Response to query: “We have taken steps, initiating recycling and raising environmental issues with the city.  We endeavor 
to make our gatherings worthy of the resources it takes, including Friends’ time, to bring us all together.” 



 

Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, Fourth Month 5, 2009 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship.  17 persons present. 
 
I. Clerk felt led, it being a beautiful Spring morning, to present the 10th query. 
 
II. Friendly Book Circle.  Louise Wilson spoke of the value of having books beside one’s favorite chair and at one at the 
bedside.   These, she said, should be a special sort of book, the sort you can open anywhere, read from for a paragraph or 
two and be refreshed and nourished spiritually. 
 
III. Treasurer’s report.  Treasurer made no formal report.  A request from the school for a contribution to the annual golf 
tournament was acknowledged.  Treasurer recommended a contribution of $100 or $250.  Meeting approved a 
contribution of $100, affirming its support of the school. 
 
IV. A letter from William Whitney Jr., Virginia Beach City Planning Director, concerning the three acre minimum land 
requirement for religious institutions, was read.  Meeting is not in unity about what to do about our property. 
 
V. Trustee report.  (a) Nancy Craft reported concerning the cost of consulting a lawyer about the property issues facing the 
meeting.  Several lawyers were contacted.  $285- $300 per hour seems to be the going rate.  Trustees recommended 
seeking legal counsel on property issues at this rate.  Meeting approved, giving the Trustees authority to do this, with 
money coming out of reserve funds. 
 (b) Nancy Craft conveyed the view of Trustees on the letter and the appraisal of the 3 acres Meeting owns that was 
sent by Hampton Roads Sanitation District.  The letter raises many questions that the Trustees feel it is crucial to resolve 
before proceeding with any agreement with HRSD. Meeting is not ready to approve the easement agreement.  A much 
more detailed proposal is needed.  Meeting asks Trustees to continue working closely with the school.  Meeting 
empowered the Trustees, Nancy Craft, Bob Clapp, Joseph Fuitko and Huston Shirk, to seek appropriate counsel, 
including a lawyer, on this issue and to respond to HRSD. 
 
VI. Memorial minute for Ralph Rose.  Ralph Rose, a founding member of a local Quaker Worship Group in the Northern 
Neck of Virginia, died Third month 21.  A memorial service will be held Fourth Month 20 at 1pm in the Westminster-
Canterbury Tappahannock Center. 
 
Meeting closed with a period of silent worship.  23 persons present. 
 
Wes Cheney, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From the Hampton Roads Network for Non-Violence 

Call for Art 

The Virginia Anti-Violence Project is working in collaboration with the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance 
to bring the Art of Surviving Exhibit to the Gay Community Center of Richmond. 

We are encouraging LGBTQ survivors of all forms of sexual violence to submit pieces of art related to their experience or 
healing to the Art of Surviving. Please submit all artwork by May 1, 2009. 

Contact: Quillin Drew Quillin_Drew@Equalityvirginia.org Virginia Anti-Violence Project Manager 

403 N. Robinson St., Richmond, VA 



 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hope House Thrift Shop Sales and Events: 

March 16-31: Spring Cleaning Sale. Receive a 25% discount on your purchase when you bring in items to donate to the 
store. 

April 1-15: Hop into Easter. Save 25% on baskets, knick-knacks, pillows and dresses. 

April 16-30: April Showers. Save 50% on umbrellas, raincoats, boots, hats and baby items. 

May 1-15: May Days of Sale. Save 25% on linens, lamps, luggage, small appliances, and silk flowers. 

May 16-31: Our 5-15 Sale: Receive a $5 coupon for your next purchase when you spend at least $15. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
From Nancy Craft:   
The closing of the Season of Non-Violence was a beautiful event with dancing, poetry, readings, prayer and an opportunity 
to visit with friends! 
 
The following was prepared by the Institute of Peace and Justice: www.ipj-ppj.org 
 
THE PLEDGE 
 
To Respect Self and Others 
To respect myself, to affirm others and to avoid uncaring criticism, hateful words, physical attacks, and self-destructive 
behavior. 
 
To Communicate Better 
To share my feelings honestly, to look for safe ways to express my anger, and to work at solving problems peacefully. 
 
To Listen 
To listen carefully to others, especially to those who disagree with me, and to consider others’ feelings and needs rather 
than insist on having my own way. 
 
To Forgive 
To apologize and make amends when I have hurt another, to forgive others, and to keep from holding grudges. 
 
To Respect Nature 
To treat the environment and all living things, including our pets, with respect and care. 
 
To play Creatively 
To select entertainment and toys that support our family’s values and to avoid entertainment that makes violence look 
exciting, funny, or acceptable. 
 
To Be Courageous 
To challenge violence in all its forms whenever I encounter it, whether at home, at school, at work, or in the community, and 
to stand with others who are treated unfairly. 
 

http://www.ipj-ppj.org/


 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The email to subscribe and/or unsubscribe to this newsletter has changed.  All members and attenders who have email 
addresses known to the meeting will receive an email with the newsletter attached.  If you do not receive this newsletter 
electronically it means the meeting does not have an active email for you.  When you send an email to 
vbfm.emailer@gmail.com, you can request the newsletter via an email attachment.  If you decide you no longer want to 
receive the hard copy newsletter, please let the meeting know via this meeting email address.  When you subscribe or 
change your email, please include your name, address and phone number.  If you choose to write to the meeting please 
send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in 
the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the 
meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name 
of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of 
the meeting 
Please send input for this newsletter to Nancy Craft by 5/19/2009! 
 

mailto:vbfm.emailer@gmail.com

