
 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for Second and Third Months 2009 
Calendar of Events 
Weekly: First Days (Sunday) 
   10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. 
    Older children join worship at 11 am. 
   12 Noon Adult First Day school starting in Fourth Month – Topic: Quaker Silence and the Power of Now 
Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
Monthly:  Each First Second First Day (second Sunday of each month): 4/12/09 at 8:30 am, Meeting for Business 
SPECIAL NOTICE: 5/10/09 Meeting for Worship begins at 10 AM with Meeting for Business at the rise of worship. 
Special Meetings/gathering 
3/21/2009 There will be a rally in Washington to mark the sixth anniversary of the start of the war in Iraq.   Six years.  
The “Bring the Troops Home Now” rally will be a march on the Pentagon organized by the ANSWER coalition.  You can find 
out more by visiting their web site. 
3/22-27/2009 School Easter Break 
3/27-28/2009 Retreat with Deborah Shaw 6:30 to 8:30 PM 3/27 and 9 am to 2:30 PM 3/28 pot luck lunch. 
4/4/2009  Closing vigil for the 2009 Season For Nonviolence, Martin Luther King Park in Norfolk, Sponsored by HRNN 
5/3/2009  World Festival of Peace. Stay tuned for more information 
5/10/09  Meeting for Worship will begin at 10 AM with the Fifth Meeting for Business at the rise of worship. 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday (prep begins at 6 
a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a meal with over 100 brothers and sisters left out of the downtown boom, on 
Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on Monticello).  
Vigil Against the Death Penalty: 5-6 p.m. each evening of a scheduled Virginia Execution, St. Paul's Blvd& City Hall Ave. 
Canoe Cleanup Dates 2009. May 2, June 6 (Save the Bay Day), July 25, Sept 19 (International Coast Cleanup Day), Nov 7  
Contact: whitpeace@cox.net 
JCOC Meals at the Shelter. April 30, September 30, and November 18 Come help serve a meal at the JCOC shelter 
Contact Tracy Paladini 226-4691 
Representative Body meeting.  conducts YM business between the Annual Yearly Meeting 
4/25/2009 – at Durham Meeting, Durham NC includes a M&O sponsored worship with queries 
Yearly Meeting. 7/8-12/2009 in Wilmington NC, local UNC Wilmington, Wilmington. NC  
See draft children’s program posted on the bulletin – Opportunities to sign up to help with our children! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Query #7 Do we endeavor to live in the life and power that takes away the occasion of all war, seeking to do our 
part in the work of reconciliation between individuals, groups, and nations? Do we faithfully maintain our 
testimony against nuclear and all other military preparations, the bearing of arms, and all participation in war? 
Query Response: Through the work of our Peace and Social Justice Committee and others in the Meeting, we maintain the 
testimony of Friends against all participation in war and we endeavor to live an outwardly peaceful life.  There is a question 
whether we do enough to distance ourselves from the war machine around us.  The jets are still flying. There is a question 
whether we embrace and support other peace-seekers in the area.  And there is a question how well we are reconciled to 
one another within our Quaker community.  Each Friend must ask about his or her own state of devotion to the work of 
reconciliation and spiritual unity.  Are we open to the Spirit’s leading? 
Query #8:  Do we observe simplicity and honesty in our manner of living? Are we careful to live within the bounds 
of our circumstances, punctual in keeping promises, prompt in the payment of debts, and just in all our dealings?  
Do we choose those activities which will strengthen our physical, mental, and spiritual life; and do we avoid those 
harmful to ourselves and others? 
Response to query  We respond to the query both as individuals and as part of a global community.  We have seen 
members of our community struggling during the current financial turmoil, and we are called to support them in a variety of 
manners, including through our Sufferings Committee and local food banks. As a meeting we have striven diligently to live 
within the bounds of our circumstances in matters of property and real estate and we foresee the need for continued 
diligence and faithfulness.  We trust in the divine to answer questions of “What if….?” 



 

Query #9 to ponder for next month.  Our Manner of Living. Are we mindful of Friends testimonies against alcoholic 
beverages, tobacco, and other harmful drugs; and do we refrain from using them or dealing with them, realizing that 
abstinence is the clearest witness against overindulgence? Do we seek to avoid all kinds of gambling and places of 
diversion that tend to be demoralizing? Do we keep in mind how diverse and widespread are the temptations to grow richer 
at the expense of others? Are we faithful to our testimony against taking oaths? 

 
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 

Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, 2nd Month 8, 2009 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship. 10 persons present. 
Friendly Book Circle.  Louise Wilson reviewed On Beginning From Within by Douglas V. Steere, a series of essays 
“concerned with the intensification of the life of God in the hearts of individual men” through careful reading of five 
devotional classics. 
Treasurer’s Report. 1.  Income exceeded expenses in twelfth month: 
  General fund income:        $   1,764.43 
 General fund expenses:    $   1,238.82 
     Restricted income received and expended: 
 Expense Olive Oil (pd. AFSC): $  661.00 
 Income Olive Oil:        50.00 
 Income Pillow:               10.00 
The following budgeted financial contributions were made in 1st month:  Friends School Financial Aid: $  500.00 
School Committee Report. 
Finances:  School Committee approved a 2.5% tuition increase, and a 2% reduction in employee retirement contribution.   
We are also stepping up our efforts to collect accounts past due by using a collection agency in addition to a lawyer skilled 
in these matters. 
Property:  The Buildings & Grounds subcommittee will gather input on what is needed and desired on a new school 
campus, in order to assemble a vision for the Friends School of the future.  Specifics will be given to the chosen architect to 
design a school once we have a site for it.   The Property Task Force will draft a response to the Meeting’s questions about 
the proposed move raised at the Envisioning Workshop.  We are looking at number of sites along Princess Anne Rd. east of 
the Virginia Beach courthouse.  Consolidation and rezoning from apartments to business might net us more for the current 
school property. 
Membership:  Ryan Luzak has stepped down from the Committee due to conflicting business commitments. 
New Head of School:   The Head Search Committee was laid down, and a Transition Team was formed to smooth Teacher 
Ed’s move to Friends School.  It consists of Meeting members Gwynne Wells and Linda Smith, Teachers Megan Coles and 
Linda Lexier, parents Michelle Cleland and Debbie Silva, Development Director Lauren Keim,  Admissions Director Jacquie 
Whitt, and Assistant Clerk Alice Twining. 
Friends School Alumni:  the basketball game on 1/9 was enjoyed by all, and our alumni representative recommended more 
events such as a soccer game during spring break.  Other SC members suggested a golf outing as well.  These will be 
coordinated with the development office. 
Head of School’s Report. 
Admissions.  Open house was very successful with 30 families attending.  We have had 10,600 unique visitors to our 
website since March 2008.  VBFS Promotional video on Youtube has had 540 visits since April 2008 
Miscellaneous.  Peace and Social Justice Day has been postponed until March 13th because the P&SJ committee was 
concerned that the day was being overshadowed by the all school play and the admission open house.   The All School 
Play was a huge success and included students and faculty from the Cottage to US.  All three shows at the Barry Robinson 
Theater were well attended.  Kudos to T. Megan Coles for a great show! 
Facilities.  Virginia Sprinkler Co. completed its inspection of the Wilson Center back-flow system.  There were no issues. 
     Chris Mazzio fixed several of the new HVAC units that went out during the cold weather last week. 
Faculty report.  Due to the snow day our faculty meeting for January was cancelled. 
Nominating Committee.  Recommendations approved. 
Meeting-School Relations 

1. Treasurer is charged with billing the school $10.00 for the annual lease of meeting property. 
2. Trustees are asked to report back in third month regarding further actions to be taken on cross-access agreements. 



 

Request for use of Meeting House. Shawn Bowers asked to use the meeting house on second month 14th from 1 to 4:30 
for an event he is organizing called “757 Athletes with Heart”.  Meeting approved this request. 
Ministry and Oversight 

A retreat is being planned.  Meeting was asked to approve the event, which is to include and outside speaker and to 
take place early in the spring. Meeting approved. 

The idea of reviving discovery dinners was mooted and received enthusiastic approval. 
The name of Pat Phelan-Young was brought forward to be recorded as an elder of the meeting.  Meeting approved. 

Approval will be sought again at third month meeting for business as required by our discipline. 
Impending Hampton Roads Sanitation District sewer pipe project.  Nancy Craft reported that work will be coming 
through the area soon.  HRSD will require and easement from us.  HRSD has expressed a willingness to accommodate the 
meeting and the school’s needs. 
Representative Body.  Four members of our meeting traveled to representative body.  It was decided there that Yearly 
Meeting will take place at UNC-Wilmington this year on seventh month 8-12.  The next representative body will take place 
on the fourth seventh day in fourth month. 
Meeting closed with a period of silent worship.  16 persons present. 
Wes Cheney, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, 3rd Month 8, 2009 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship. 14 persons present. 
Friendly Book Circle.  Louise Wilson reviewed Gift of the Sea by Anne Lindbergh. 
Membership Transfer.  A committee consisting of Whit Peace, Gwynne Wells and Louise Wilson was established to 
contact Richard B. F. Randolph and facilitate his request to transfer his membership to VBMM. 
Treasurer’s Report.  No treasurer’s report was received. 
School Committee Report. 
 The school’s mission statement is being updated. 
 The Property Task Force is interviewing commercial realtors. 
 SC continues to work on building the annual fund with the help from Don Craig.  Pledges currently total just over 
$100,000. 
 Committee on Trustees is still looking for additional members of school committee (trustees) and subcommittee 
members. 
 Budget and Finance approved a 3% aggregate increase in salaries for the upcoming year. 
 Action Item: SC requested that meeting gift back to the school the middle plot of land that school gifted to meeting when 
the city changed the regulations to require churches to have three acres of land.  SC has been told that this regulation is 
being dropped soon.  Meeting responded as follows:  “Recognizing the school’s desire for a timely simplification of property 
deeds, meeting agrees to hear again in fourth month School Committee’s request for a property transfer and zoning 
variance application.  Meeting desires to see Friends School flourish and recognizes that the school’s future may not reside 
on Laskin Road.  The meeting has not reached unity in the spirit to sell our current property or to move with the school.” 
Head of School’s Report. 
1.  Admissions – Jacquie Whitt.  We have negotiated a deal with Cox Media to start a series of TV commercials for 3 

months.  Because of our non-profit status, we were awarded an additional 50% of the total number of commercials for 
which we paid.  The first round of commercials will run for two weeks starting on Monday, March 2 and end on Sunday, 
March 15.  They will run from 12 N – 12 M on Discovery, TLC, History and Bravo channels. 

2. The second round of commercials will start on Monday, March 30 and run for another two weeks.  The final two-week 
set will run starting May 4th.  The cost we negotiated is $15 per ad. 

 We have received 6 applications from our Open House event in January. 
3. I have sent employment intent forms to the faculty and have asked that they be returned by March 7 th so I can begin the 
process of offering contracts for next year.  Teachers Taylor, Michelle and Greg have informed me that that they will not be 
returning next year. 
4. Facilities.   I tried to have a fire drill last week and when I pulled the alarm in Woolman and then Fox, no alarm 
sounded.  Omni communications have fixed the problem. 
We are on schedule to have the trailer removed over spring break. 



 

Trustees report on actions to be taken on cross-access agreements with the school. 
Trustees recommended waiting to engage a lawyer until the three-acre ordinance actually changes and an exchange can 
be negotiated.  It is the view of the trustees of the meeting that at that time a lawyer will be needed to review deeds, etc. 
Trustees believe an agreement addressing the school’s use of meeting property after this exchange may also be needed. 
 Meeting charged the trustees to report back in fourth month with the name of a lawyer and anticipated fees for looking 
over deeds, questions of right of way and easements, and other matters. 
Trustees report on impending Hampton Roads Sanitation District sewer pipe project. 
Trustees reported on request from HRSD for easement to replace sewage line running through meeting property.  Meeting 
charged the Trustees together with Tom Kennedy to review the documents sent by HRSD and to report back at fourth 
month meeting for business. 
Adult First Day Class.  This class will now be held following meeting.  It will last 30 minutes.  The new theme is “Quaker 
Silence and the Power of Now.” 
Changes in times for meeting and meeting for business.  On fifth month 17th meeting for worship will begin at 10AM.  
Meeting for worship with attention to business on that same day will begin at 11:15 and continue no later than 1:15. 
Meeting closed with a period of silent worship.  15 persons present. 
Wes Cheney, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The email to subscribe and/or unsubscribe to this newsletter has changed.  All members and attenders who have email addresses known to the 
meeting will receive an email with the newsletter attached.  If you do not receive this newsletter electronically it means the meeting does not have an 
active email for you.  When you send an email to vbfm.emailer@gmail.com, you can request the newsletter via an email attachment.  If you decide 
you no longer want to receive the hard copy newsletter, please let the meeting know via this meeting email address.  When you subscribe or change 
your email, please include your name, address and phone number.  If you choose to write to the meeting please send the request to Virginia Beach 
Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------- 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly 
Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and 
reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the 
impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting 
Please send input for this newsletter to Nancy Craft by 4/21/2009! 
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