
 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for First Month 2009 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
Weekly: First Days (Sunday) 
   9:30 am Adult First Day school – We are currently reading The Friendly Virginians 
   10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. 
    Older children join worship at 11 am. 

Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
 
Monthly:  Each First Second First Day (second Sunday of each month): 

1/11/09 at 8:30 am, Meeting for Worship with attention to business 
 

Special Meetings/gatherings 
 
2/16/2009 School closed for President’s Day 
 
2/22/09 2:00-4:30 PM, Shackles & Chains & Ties That Bind, Black History Month Celebration, $20 suggested donation, 
Virginia Beach Central Library, 4100 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach 
 
3/7/2009 FREE: Train Time Celebration, Chesapeake Central Library, Contact: Greg Laing or glaing@ches.lib.va.us  
 
3/15/2009 Workshop at 2:00 and Concert at 7:00 PM, Robin Bullock, Celtic Guitar Master, Park Place Baptist Church, 430 
W. 31st Street at Colonial Ave, Norfolk VA, Parking in rear & across the street, Suggested donation $20, Contact: Amy 
Ferebee 757-456-1446 or amyferebee@hotmail.com 
 

3/21/2009 There will be a rally in Washington to mark the sixth anniversary of the start of the war in Iraq.   Six years.  The 
“Bring the Troops Home Now” rally will be a march on the Pentagon organized by the ANSWER coalition.  You can find out 
more by visiting their web site. 
 
3/22-27, 2009 School Easter Break 
 
4/4/2009 Closing vigil for the 2009 Season For Nonviolence, Martin Luther King Park in Norfolk  
 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday (prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a 
meal with over 100 brothers and sisters left out of the downtown boom, on Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on 
Monticello).  
Vigil Against the Death Penalty: 5-6 p.m. each evening of a scheduled Virginia Execution, St. Paul's Blvd& City Hall Ave. 
 

Representative Body meeting – to conduct YM business between Yearyl Meetings 
4/25/2009 – at Durham Meeting, Durham NC 
 

Yearly Meeting 7/8-12/2009 in Wilmington NC, local UNC Wilmington, Wilmington. NC  

 
Query #7 to ponder for next month:  Do we endeavor to live in the life and power that takes away the occasion of all 
war, seeking to do our part in the work of reconciliation between individuals, groups, and nations? Do we faithfully 
maintain our testimony against nuclear and all other military preparations, the bearing of arms, and all participation 
in war? 

mailto:amyferebee@hotmail.com


 

Query #6 Growth of Our Children:  Do we endeavor by example and precept to cultivate in our children a sense of 
openness and expectancy about life, and to aid them in their growth in spiritual understanding and moral discernment?  Do 
we share with them the faith that guides the practice of Friends, while encouraging them to develop their religious insights 
as the Spirit of God may lead them? 
Response:  The Meeting welcomes children and has a planned First Day Program for them. Lacking children in regular 
attendance, its success is limited.  The Quaker Studies program in Friends School, which Meeting supports and staffs, is a 
successful outreach to the school community and through it the larger community.  We ask ourselves how we might nurture 
and expand on this work. 
 

MINUTES 
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 

Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, 1st Month 11, 2009   
 
Meeting opened with a period of silent worship. 13 persons present. 
 
Friendly Book Circle.  Louise Wilson reviewed The Lighted Heart by Elizabeth Gates. 
 
Treasurer’s Report. 
1.  Income exceeded expenses in twelfth month: 

General fund income:        $   4,251.41 
 General fund expenses:    $   3,654.34 

Restricted income received and expended: 
 Steady Footsteps: $  150.00 
 Quaker Life:        15.00 
2.  The following budgeted financial contributions were made in 12th month: 
 Friends School Financial Aid: $  2,250.00 
 Steady Footsteps:                             100.00  
3.  It appears that both income and expenses are below budget for 2008 with expenses exceeding income by approximately 
$1550.  A full year end report will be available in second month. 
 
School Committee Report. 
 SC had their bi-annual retreat (1/10/09) at the Pungo campus.  
 Introduced Ed Hollinger- the new head of VBFS o SC. 
 SC's Activity was to continue developing our ability to become effective stewards in fund raising. We have done this 
under the guidance of Don Craig our fund raising consultant.  Each SC member has been assigned 3 sets of parents. The 
SC member and T. Jon will invite them to donate to our annual fund raising drive. 
 SC reviewed their goals for the school year and found that most had been met already.  SC now has the remaining time 
to complete the rest of their goals. 
 Committee on Trustees, a subcommittee of SC has referred 3 new individuals, who are interested in joining SC, to the 
Meeting nominating comm.  SC has also clarified and approved a Conflict of Interest policy.  It will be included in the SC 
handbook and Trustee package. 
 The Search Committee is winding down and "morphing" into a Transition Committee.  Linda Smith and Alice Twinning 
will co-chair.  They will be helping Ed Hollinger and The Alden family with their transitions probably May and June. 
 SC has given Jon the go ahead to spend 2600.00 in disconnecting the panels for phone, electricity for the school so the 
annex may be removed. 
 An in-depth discussion addressed tuition and related issues.  Several creative concepts were submitted for 
consideration; among them was the suggestion of a conservative increase in tuition and exploring rental of the gym and 
soccer field.  SC will ask Meeting to reopen the issue of renting the Wilson Center to Trinity Church again.  [See below]. 
 
 
 
 



 

Head of School’s Report. 
 Enrollment is at 185. Several Open House ads have been placed in local media, including neighborhood newsletters, 
Tidewater Parent and Jewish News (this will be our first time) 
 Miscellaneous:  (1) The bus was vandalized again and had four windows smashed.  We had them fixed over the break 
and parked the bus at T. Jacquie's house.  A police report was filed.  (2) We received our first check from the E.E. Ford 
Foundation for $27,691.98, which leaves $7,308.02 to be raised to fulfill the grant.  (3) We had a wonderful Alumni 
Basketball game on the 9th with some 30 past students in attendance. 
 Trinity rental. Meeting was asked to revisit renting school facilities to Trinity Church.  Buses past the Meeting House 
during Meeting for Worship was an issue.  Changing the time of our worship to avoid a conflict was mooted.  Meeting 
expressed openness to having Trinity use school facilities and charged School Committee with returning next Meeting for 
Business to report on Trinity’s requirements. 
 Green Vision Potluck.  Gayle Johnson reminded Meeting of the scheduled envisioning session on 1st month 25.  Those 
who intend to come should let Gayle know in advance.  The gathering will be a presentation of green building options for the 
school and Meeting with discussion following.  A potluck lunch will accompany the presentation.  Following the discussion 
there will be a called Meeting for worship. 
 
 Meeting closed with a period of silent worship.  23 persons present. 
 
Wes Cheney, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friends, 

I have some thoughts that I would like to share but I did not feel that Meeting for Worship was a suitable forum, so I’ve 
asked to have my concerns noted in the newsletter. 

The Israeli bombing and attacks on Gaza this past two weeks have lain heavy on my heart. Some of you know that I lived in 
Palestine for nearly a year when I went, as a volunteer, with the Episcopal Church.  I lived in a Girls Home, with several 
nuns and other volunteers, and helped out at the Anglican School during that time.  I learned to see both sides of this 
equation, something our government and media do not do.  As an American, I am distraught knowing that this past year 
alone we gave Israel 2.3 billion dollars in military aid.  That means that, in large part, it is American money that is being used 
to bomb and destroy Gaza today.  

I would like to encourage you to write to Sen. Webb (www.senate.gov), who is on the Foreign Relations committee, and to 
President Obama (www.whitehouse.gov OR  www.change.gov) to ask them to re-think the military aid we give to Israel. By 
the way, the only other country that gets more money from us is Iraq and we are all aware of that cost. I hope you will hold 
the Palestinians and the Israelis in the light and pray for a just solution that will be based on the needs of each for peace, 
understanding, and security.   

Peace, Rebecca Mani 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/


 

The email to subscribe and/or unsubscribe to this newsletter has changed.  All members and attenders who have email 
addresses known to the meeting will receive an email with the newsletter attached.  If you do not receive this newsletter 
electronically it means the meeting does not have an active email for you.  When you send an email to 
vbfm.emailer@gmail.com, you can request the newsletter via an email attachment.  If you decide you no longer want to 
receive the hard copy newsletter, please let the meeting know via this meeting email address.  When you subscribe or 
change your email, please include your name, address and phone number.  If you choose to write to the meeting please 
send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in 
the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the 
meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name 
of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of 
the meeting 

Please send input for this newsletter to Nancy Craft by 2/25/2009! 
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