
 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for Twelfth Month 2008 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

Weekly: First Days (Sunday) 
   9:30 am Adult First Day school – We are currently reading The Friendly Virginians 
   10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. 
    Older children join worship at 11 am. 

Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
 

Monthly:  Each First Second First Day (second Sunday of each month): 
1/11/09 at 8:30 am, Meeting for Worship with attention to business 

 

Special Meetings/gatherings 
12/24/2008 7-8 pm Singing, 8-midnight - Open worship Christmas Eve.  All are welcome! 
1/5/2009  School reconvenes 
1/9/2009 US Basketball Team vs. Alumni – Come visit with our alumni! 
1/25/2009  Pot Luck Lunch – “Green Vision Pot Luck Lunch” Followed by a presentation on Green building and an 

opportunity to consider the possibilities for the future of our Meeting 
1/30/2009 Opening vigil for the 2009 Season For Nonviolence – Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Virginia Beach –  
   www.hamptonroadsnetworkfornonviolence.org 
4/4/2009 Closing vigil for the 2009 Season For Nonviolence, Martin Luther King Park in Norfolk  
 

Events from the Hampton Roads Network for  Non-Violence 
12/20/2008 thru 1/17/2009  4th Annual Festival For Peace - Snow Princess II: The Further Adventures of Bear, 40th Street 
Stage, 809 W. 40th Street in Norfolk,  Saturday mornings at 11 am: Dec 13, 20, 27, Jan 10, 17. Evenings at 8 pm: Friday & 
Saturday, Dec 26 & 27, Matinee at 2 pm: Sun, Dec 28, at The Children's Theatre of Hampton Roads, our resident theatre 
for young audiences, announces a new play: by Associate Director Scott Quirk. www.40thstreetstage.com 
 

Special Upcoming Folk Events: 
1/10-11/2009 Steve Kaufman All Level Guitar Workshop & Concert, Hatteras NC, Contact John Couch 252-995-3806, 252-
995-4955, guitarcouch@earthlink.net 
 

1/18/2009  Ken Perlman & Allan Jabbour, Workshops 2:00PM and Concert 7:00PM, Guitar, Banjo & Fiddle Masters, Most 
Excellent!!  Park Place Baptist Church, 430 W. 31st Street at Colonial Ave., Norfolk VA, Parking in rear & across the street 
$20 suggested donation, Contact: www.kenperlman.com or www.alanjabbour.com 
 

2/7/2009 Guitar Workshop & Jam with Amy Ferebee, Virginia Beach Central Library, 4100 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia 
Beach, The Libris Room meeting room across from the auditorium, Workshop 1:30-3:30 $20 donation suggested, Jam 3:30-
4:30 FREE, TFFM Town Mountain Concert that night in auditorium, Contact: Amy Ferebee 757-456-1446 or 
amyferebee@hotmail.com 
 

2/8/2009 7:00 PM, Amy Ferebee, Regina Sanford & Narissa Bond in Concert, Park Place Baptist Church, 430 W. 31st 
Street at Colonial Ave. ,Norfolk, VA, Parking in rear & across the street, $20 suggested donation, Contact: Amy Ferebee 
757-456-1446 or amyferebee@hotmail.com 
 

2/22/09 2:00-4:30 PM, Shackles & Chains & Ties That Bind, Black History Month Celebration, $20 suggested donation, 
Virginia Beach Central Library, 4100 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach 
 

3/7/2009 FREE: Train Time Celebration, Chesapeake Central Library, Contact: Greg Laing or glaing@ches.lib.va.us  
 

3/15/2009 Workshop at 2:00 and Concert at 7:00 PM, Robin Bullock, Celtic Guitar Master, Park Place Baptist Church, 430 
W. 31st Street at Colonial Ave, Norfolk VA, Parking in rear & across the street, Suggested donation $20, Contact: Amy 
Ferebee 757-456-1446 or amyferebee@hotmail.com 
 

CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday (prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a 
meal with over 100 brothers and sisters left out of the downtown boom, on Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on 
Monticello).  
Vigil Against the Death Penalty: 5-6 p.m. each evening of a scheduled Virginia Execution, St. Paul's Blvd& City Hall Ave. 

mailto:amyferebee@hotmail.com


 

 

Representative Body meeting – to conduct YM business between YMs. 
4/25/2009 – at Durham Meeting, Durham NC 
 

Yearly Meeting 7/8-12/2009 in Wilmington NC, local UNC Wilmington, Wilmington. NC  
 

Query #6 to ponder for next month: Query #6 Growth of Our Children:  Do we endeavor by example and precept to 
cultivate in our children a sense of openness and expectancy about life, and to aid them in their growth in spiritual 
understanding and moral discernment?  Do we share with them the faith that guides the practice of Friends, while 
encouraging them to develop their religious insights as the Spirit of God may lead them? 
 

Query #5 Do we regularly attend our meetings for business, and are they held in a spirit of love, understanding, and 
forbearance? Do we seek the right course of action in humble submission to the Authority of Truth and in the patient search 
for a sense of unity under Divine guidance? 
Response:  With so few present it is difficult to answer yes for the meeting as a whole.  For those of us here today, 
however, we do experience the spirit of love, understanding and forbearance.  We need more in our community to 
take part in this vital part of our meeting, especially in these momentous times.  For now we can only hope that 
those friends who are not with us regularly make a conscious decision about this and do so trusting those who 
ARE here to decide our affairs. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

MINUTES 
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 

Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, 12th Month 14, 2008 
 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship, six persons attending. 
 

Friendly Book Circle.  Louise Wilson reviewed Simple Living by Frank Levering and Wanda Urbanska. 
 

Treasurer’s Report.   The Treasurer presented a revised budget for 2009 and this was approved by the meeting.  Friends 
should note that the budget plan includes using the interest from the $80k BB&T account to meet the budget if the need 
arises. 
 Meeting united in expressing gratitude to the Treasurer and the Finance Committee for their work on the budget.  
(See the budget on a separate page.) 
 

School Committee Report. 
Property Task Force: Meeting was asked to appoint representatives to that body so as to more closely involve them in the 
process. Bob Clapp will be one of Meeting’s reps to the PTF.  His report is below. 
Budget & Finance: The budget for this fiscal year is likely to have $35,000 less than projected since Trinity Church has 
withdrawn their interest in renting the Wilson Center. B & F continues to pursue information regarding refinancing our loan.  
Comparison of salary ranges of VBFS and public school teacher’s salaries has been done.  Discussion on needed funds 
indicates we need to increase our revenues significantly between now and February for an adequate cash flow. 
Development Committee: The Development Committee and several SC members met with Don Craig our capital campaign 
consultant.  They discussed his suggestions for the campaign and presented SC with his suggestions.  
Spiritual Life Committee:  Met on November 6,’08 with 6 students attending.  The new middle school students were 
introduced to the Committee.  Activities included working on Queries, discussion and planning for the January Peace Day 
(1/23/2009) and reiterate their desire for an environment with out fear of ridicule, referring to query responses.  Suggestions 
such as story telling and dialoging in dyads might be helpful in dissipating the anxiety.   
There is much interest among Quaker Studies students in doing an overnight Youth Service Opportunity Project in 
Washington during the spring semester, as an alternative to the annual Quaker Leadership Conference that the incoming 
clerks have attended the past few years. 
Committee on Trustees:  The Conflict of Interest Policy was presented in writing to the SC members for review.  SC 
requests that its members review the policy during December and hopefully approve it at the January ’09 retreat. 
 

School Committee proposed that meeting gather on 1st month 25 at the rise of meeting for a potluck and afterwards a 
presentation on LEED green building and a visioning session to brainstorm a vision for the future of the meeting and the 
school.  This was approved. 



 

Head’s Report: 
The Open House on 11/5/08 was well attended.  At least 10 families had pre-registered with one of those families canceling 
due to tuition costs.  The total number of families attend was 17, two more than last year.  We have had four new students 
enroll bringing our student population to 179.   We also have several inquiries from abroad including Korea, China and 
Germany.  Betsey Reid, the owner of a new store in Hilltop will be collaborating with us on a Peace Calendar.  100% of the 
sales will go towards the purchase of a well in Sudan.   This project is part of the ONE RIVER, MANY WELLS, Peace and 
Social Justice Program in January.  
 Vandalism continues to plague us.  Part of our old heating system duct work has been damaged; fortunately the 
system is not in use since we had installed new individual units last year.  The surveillance cameras we installed in the 
Cottage have been stolen, they were not operating due to the Cottage being in the middle of a redecoration project, so we 
do not know who the thief is. 
 The Thanksgiving Feast was very successful and the weather cooperated giving us a great day.  T. Jon states he 
will miss the VBFS tradition. 
 T. Sue Nelson will be the new faculty representative.  T. Greg Wojcikewych has held the position for 3 years and 
has now become the VBFS Assistant Head.  Thank you Greg for doing such a great job! 
 Trinity Church is no longer interested renting the Wilson Center for their Sunday Services but has instead rented the 
Contemporary Arts Center on a month to month basis.   
 

Friends’ School Property Task Force  The Task Force is having an appraisal done of both Meeting and School real 
estate.  Meeting was asked to contribute toward the cost of this.  Meeting deferred making a decision on contributing to the 
cost of appraising the meeting parcels and the school parcel separately and of appraising their combined value until 2nd 
month meeting for business. 
 It was noted that this talk of appraisals takes place in an absence of unity within the meeting on the question of 
whether meeting wishes to move. 
 

Ministry and Oversight  The following minute was read in the face of meeting: 
“We spiritually support the school in its strategic planning for the future.  While we do not know the direction this will take or 
the time line involved, we are willing to participate spiritually and will work in concert with the school in the endeavor to 
resolve issues and in making decisions.” 
 

Gillian Spencer Welcoming Committee 
Andy Young reported that the committee met with Gillian Spencer, who has asked the meeting to accept the transfer of her 
membership from Scarsdale Monthly Meeting of New York YM to our meeting.  The committee united in recommending that 
Gillian be welcomed into VBMM and the meeting approved doing so. 
 

Meeting closed with a period of silent worship, 17 persons present.    
 
Wes Cheney, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

School Committee and Meeting for Business have scheduled a Green Vision Potluck on January 25th at the rise of 
Meeting. This is an important gathering that will clarify our community's vision of the future and we hope that all Members of 
Meeting and School Committee will plan to attend. 
 During the potluck Gayle Johnson will give a power point presentation about Green Building. Gayle is a member of Meeting 
and School Committee and of the US & Hampton Roads Green Building Councils. She is currently working with the US 
Green Building Council’s LEED for Homes and ReGreen programs and studying to be a LEED AP [Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design Accredited Professional]. The US Green Building Council’s LEED program is the national 
standard for green building and has this year launched an initiative to green all schools within a generation.  
After the presentation, we will break into small groups of eight to ten people in order to brainstorm the possibilities for the 
future of Virginia Beach Friends School and Meeting. We will envision all possibilities, which include all moving together, all 
staying at Hilltop together, and School moving but Meeting staying. We will finish by coming back together and hearing 
reports from each group and then seeing where we are as a community. And we will conclude the afternoon with some 
worship sharing . Plan on staying approximately three hours. 



 

Green food offerings are encouraged for the potluck, i.e., organic, local produce, and vegetarian foods that are gentler on 
the earth. 
Please rsvp to Gayle at 428 6500 so that we know how many small groups to prepare for. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The email to subscribe and/or unsubscribe to this newsletter has changed.  All members and attenders who have email 
addresses known to the meeting will receive an email with the newsletter attached.  If you do not receive this newsletter 
electronically it means the meeting does not have an active email for you.  When you send an email to 
vbfm.emailer@gmail.com, you can request the newsletter via an email attachment.  If you decide you no longer want to 
receive the hard copy newsletter, please let the meeting know via this meeting email address.  When you subscribe or 
change your email, please include your name, address and phone number.  If you choose to write to the meeting please 
send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in 
the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the 
meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name 
of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of 
the meeting 
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