
 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Newsletter for Eleventh Month 2008 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

Weekly: First Days (Sunday) 
   9:30 am Adult First Day school – We are currently reading The Friendly Virginians 
   10:30 am Worship with children’s first day school for the younger children. 
    Older children join worship at 11 am. 

Fourth Days (Wednesday) - 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
 

Monthly:  Each First Second First Day (second Sunday of each month): 
12/14/08 at 8:30 am, Meeting for Worship with attention to business 

 

Special Meetings/gatherings 
11/26-28/ 2008 Thanksgiving Break – School is closed 
12/3-6/2008, Annual Christmas Book and Gift Fair – Wednesday to Saturday 
12/5/2008 Teacher Jane Book Award 
12/6/2008 10 AM to 11 PM Fair Trade Festival 
12/7/2008 12 noon to 5 PM Fair Trade Festival 
 LOCATION:   Five Points Farm Market, Church Street at 26th street, close to the zoo  

 Come sample Fair Trade chocolates (while they last), taste local and Fair Trade wines, eat local food, and do 
all your holiday shopping to the tune of live, local music! Find safe, handmade toys and other beautiful, unique 
goods including jewelry and clothing unavailable anywhere else locally. 
 The festival will also include a swap table sponsored by Norfolk Freecycle - so you can get some of your gifts 
for nothing! Beer, from local St. George’s Brewery, will be served in cups made of corn plastic.  Food will be made 
of local, fair trade ingredients, and will include vegan chili. 
Contact: Susan Posey- 581-5672, fairtradefun@gmail.com 

12/19/2008, School’s Christmas Program 
12/22/2008-1/2/2009 School’s Christmas Break – No Classes 
12/24/2008 Open worship from 8PM to midnight Christmas Eve.  Singing from 7-8PM for everyone interested! 
1/9/2009, US Basketball Team vs. Alumni – Come visit with our alumni! 
 

Events from the Non-Violence Network 
12/5/2008 7 PM- Studio for the Healing Arts (Friday) Lana Nasser, who grew up in Jordan and now lives in the Bay Area 
in California, will be performing her one-woman show "Arab Woman Talking"  Admission $10, with a percentage of the 
proceeds going to the Aid for Traumatized Children Project.   
12/7/12008 – Noon to 4 PM - Tidewater Peace Festival (Sunday) Lana Nasser will present a dance and movement 
workshop "Celebrating the Sacred Feminine" at the Bodyworks by Chandani Studio in Virginia Beach. 
Registration $45, with a $5 discount for registration before November 30.  Workshop registration is limited to 15.  Contact 
Sonia Monson at savanagas@yahoo.com for information and registration. 
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday (prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred heart Church). Serve and share a 
meal with over 100 brothers and sisters left out of the downtown boom, on Armistead St. (behind the HRT building on 
Monticello).  
Vigil Against the Death Penalty: 5-6 p.m. each evening of a scheduled Virginia Execution, St. Paul's Blvd& City Hall Ave. 
 

Representative Body meeting – to conduct YM business between YMs. 
4/25/2009 – at Durham Meeting, Durham NC 
 

Yearly Meeting 7/8-12/2009 in Wilmington NC, local UNC Wilmington, Wilmington. NC  

 
Query #5 to ponder for next month: Do we regularly attend our meetings for business, and are they held in a spirit of 
love, understanding, and forbearance? Do we seek the right course of action in humble submission to the Authority of Truth 
and in the patient search for a sense of unity under Divine guidance? 



 

Query #4: - Work of the Meeting.  Do we assume our rightful share in the expenses of our Meeting?  DO we regard our 
time, our talents, and our possessions as given to us in trust, and do we use them freely for the needs of others? 
Response:  In all things be thankful.  With approximately half our income going to the support of other organizations, our 
budget shows that Meeting as a whole contributes to the needs of others.  Each of us must examine him or herself as to 
whether a rightful share of expenses is assumed.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

MINUTES 
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, 11th Month 9, 2008 

 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship, 21 persons present. 
 

Friendly Book Circle.  Louise Wilson read from the book Women of the Spirit.  She emphasized four central values 
taught by these women: simplicity, empowerment of the present moment, a sense of adventure, and full participation. 
 

Treasurer’s Report. Income exceeded expenses by $897.43 for 10th month 
As a shortfall of $2000 for the year is anticipated, Friends are encouraged not to be complacent and to review personal 
plans for giving.  The budget for next year is under construction.  A draft was circulated.  Friends with suggestions for the 
new budget should contact the treasurer soon. 
 

Ministry and Oversight. (1) Three new overseers were named.  They are Keith Williamson, Josh Waitkus, and Nancy 
Nixon.  (2) There will be a worship sharing on the first day before Thanksgiving, starting at 9AM.  Louise Wilson will 
facilitate.  The topic is gratitude.  (3) Northern Neck worship group has asked to join us for a meeting for worship.  Friends 
agreed to welcome them warmly and to provide a soup and sandwich lunch for them afterward.  Meeting approved holding 
this lunch upstairs to facilitate access.  Date is to be determined.  (Note:  The visit took place 11/23/2008.) 
 

School Committee Report. Linda Smith reported for School Committee. 
Upper School teachers presented an overview of their program. We were given a folder containing the course 

offerings and descriptions. SC Members were impressed at the breadth of comprehensive courses that are available. T. 
Barb shared her educational philosophy; “Our job is to give students every learning tool possible.  Their job is to pick up the 
tools.”    

Bob Clapp volunteered to work with the Property Task Force last month and we are still looking for the Meeting to 
name other persons to work on that body so as to more closely involve them in the process.  

Once title issues are resolved the Property Task Force will pursue opportunities to sell the Hilltop property and 
research suitable property for relocation in Virginia Beach. 

*John Waller, a founding member of meeting and recent past member of the VB Planning Commission was invited 
to our SC meeting to offer his objective opinion of our property scenario.  

John Waller told us that a report on the future plans for the 17th Street corridor will soon be released, which will 
affect the Things Unlimited property. How it will be affected is unknown at this time. 

Our deed attorney, Leslie Watson, has done an extensive title/deed search and has determined that VBFS owns a 
triangular portion of the west side of the Meeting property, which comprises approximately 24% of the Meeting’s 1.92 acres 
of the Laskin Rd. frontage property. This is based on a deed from 1960.  

Secondly, a reminder that school deeded 1.32 acres (this is the parcel #3 on which most of the school buildings are 
located) to the meeting in 1984 at the meeting’s request so the meeting could be in compliance with zoning requirements. 
We have been advised that the Meeting would not have a problem getting a variance to this code requirement at this time.  

With this Title issue being discovered, SC would like to the Meeting to consider trading the 1.32 acre parcel (#3) on 
which most school buildings are situated, in exchange for the triangular portion of the Laskin Rd. frontage..  

Another insight offered to us by John Waller is that the City would eventually require that Donna Drive would be 
made a thru street to the stop light to alleviate traffic problems at Hilltop. 

John Waller was very gracious and we thanked him for his time. He said he would like to help us through this 
process in any way he can. 

With new legal changes to retirement plans becoming effective January 2009, the Committee agreed 
to research various other retirement plans. The current SEP (Simplified Employee Plan) continues to be in effect. 



 

In regards our Bank of America loan: we are looking into refinancing. This would involve a penalty of approximately 
$100,000, but it will allow us to completely restructure our current loan to a more reasonable one with BOA or another 
lending institution.  This advice was also given to us by Don Craig, our development consultant who is working with us on 
our capital campaign. 

SC asked B&F to explore other financing options, including use of the Things Unlimited property as collateral on 
another loan.  

The school currently has no official attorney.  Jon and Justin agreed to research retaining someone, preferably 
familiar with contract law.  

The Development Committee invites the trustees of the School Committee to meet again with fundraising 
consultant Don Craig on Tuesday (11-18) at 2:00 PM. to continue work on the silent phase of the Capital Campaign. 

SC has changed our meeting time to 5:30pm on the first Monday of each month. 
Head’s Report:  Andy Young reported for Teacher Jon. 
I. Admissions – Jacquie Whitt 
 a) Ran VBFS ads in several neighborhood newsletters and magazines set up VBFS joint VAIS ad and individual ad 
for Va. Pilot –Guide to Private School Education (Open House) 
 b) Contacted principals/heads of all schools ending at 8th grade:  Star of the Sea, Ghent Montessori, St. Gregory the 
Great, Baylake Pines, Hebrew Academy, (will hand carry to Williams School for official presentation), mailed package of 
VBFS US info including Open House and Information Night 
 c) Attended Virginia Diversity Network meeting at Cape Henry Collegiate School 
 d) Designed, ordered and hung new banners at front of school 
 e) Continues to update the website 
 f)  Corrected the school’s Google listing.  Phone number was corrected and negative reviews were removed 
II. Facilities 
We have begun a campus wide recycling program as Bay disposal has (finally!) figured out that we can separate food trash 
from everything else.  We now have two dumpsters (a small one for food and a large one for everything else) which only 
needs to be emptied once a week, which saving us money too. 
III. Miscellaneous 
Teacher Jon had a meeting arranged to finalize the Trinity rental of the Wilson Center on Monday 10/27, however, they 
called and cancelled the meeting because they do not believe it is feasible to hold their church service here without access 
from Laskin Rd.  They were openly disappointed by the Meeting’s decision not to allow access from Laskin Rd. despite 
Jon’s explanation about the access behind the Wilson Center and have signed an agreement with the Virginia Beach 
Contemporary Art Center.  They are still interested in coming to the Wilson Center if we decide to sign the Letter of Intent, 
but  “are getting the feeling that the Meeting does not want to work with us” (Trinity) and would rather have the school 
resolve the property issues.  John Bishard went on to say that “we (Trinity) are being called to your property, but we are 
working hard and have had no progress.  We are beginning to think God does not want us on the property.” 
IV. Faculty report 
Teacher Jo, Teacher Linda Lexier, and Teacher Sandy spoke about "Peace and Social Justice Day." The event's theme will 
be "One River, Many Wells" and VBFS will be raising money for a well in Africa. Staff and students will be constructing a 
symbolic well at the event. 
Property Task Force.  Bob Clapp suggested Friends reconsider the long-range plans of the school.  He reiterated aspects 
of the property discussions. 
 

Incorporation Survey report from Bob Smith 
The Virginia General Assembly changed the law in 2005 to allow churches to incorporate.  The legal effects are these. 
 Incorporation substantially limits liability of church leaders and members, providing that the church board is not 

“grossly negligent.” 
 Banks and lending institutions prefer dealing with incorporated entities. 
 Incorporation makes it easier for the church to buy, sell and encumber real estate and engage in other business 

transactions.  Unincorporated churches need court approval of trustees and buying, selling, encumbering or 
transferring land to another entity.  Incorporated churches may authorize trustees or its officers or director to conduct 
foundations. 

 The process of incorporation is fairly simple, requiring a modest annual fee 
Results of research 



 

 Maryland and North Carolina has allowed churches to incorporation for many years.  Meetings holding substantial 
funds for investment or appreciable real property are encouraged to incorporate by Baltimore Yearly Meeting. 

 Langley Hill Meeting is the only Virginia meeting found that has chosen to incorporate.  They incorporated when the 
meeting obtained a loan from Friends General Conference. 

 Several meetings discussed incorporating but have not done so. 
 Two additional meetings were found that have incorporated.  Durham Meeting (NC) incorporated in the 1950’s.  

Sandy Spring Meeting (MD) incorporated because it was required to obtain a loan from the Friends Meeting House 
Fund. 

 

Meeting closed with a period of silent worship.  Wes Cheney, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk 
 

NOTICE:  Deadline for input into the next newsletter is 12/16/2008 
 

Empower Hampton Roads is planning a special bus trip to the Washington D.C. area on 12/4/2008.  They will join the International 
Leadership Assembly of the Gamaliel Foundation in a gathering in the afternoon to meet representatives of our Federal elected 
officials, along with a member of President-Elect Obama’s transition team to know of our issues including affordable housing, health 
reform, and immigrant issues. 
The bus will leave Hampton Virginia at 7AM the morning of the 4th and leave Washington DC around 6:30 PM to return the same 
evening.  Please contact Nancy Craft or Tom Kennedy for more details!  The cost is $35.00 for the bus trip.  This includes a box lunch. 
(Submitted by Nancy Craft) 
 

The email to subscribe and/or unsubscribe to this newsletter has changed.  ALL members and attenders who have email addresses known to the meeting will receive 
an email with the newsletter attached.  If you do not receive this newsletter electronically it means the meeting does not have an active email for you.  When you 
send an email to vbfm.emailer@gmail.com, you can request the newsletter via an email attachment.  If you decide you no longer want to receive the hard copy 
newsletter, please let the meeting know via this meeting email address.  When you subscribe or change your email, please include your name, address and phone 
number.  If you choose to write to the meeting please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The 
minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person 
submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the 
meeting 
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