
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER, Fifth Month 2008 – Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting.
Calendar of Events
6/1/08 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs.

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am.
6/4/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer
6/5/08 FSCA End-of-the-year School Picnic
6/5-6/08  School’s Used Book Sale
6/6/08 Last day of School
6/7/08 2 pm School Graduation
6/8/08 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to business

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs.
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am.

6/11/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer
6/14/08 Canoe Clean Up Contact Whit Peace, 425-8440 or whitpeace@cox.net
6/15/08 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs.

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am.
6/18/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer
6/22/08 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs.

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am.
6/25/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer
6/29/08 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs.

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am.
7/2/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer
7/6/0810:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs.

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am.
7/9/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer
7/9-13/08 North Carolina Yearly Meeting – Guilford College, Greensboro, NC
7/13/08 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs.

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am.

NOTE:  No Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business is scheduled for Seventh Month.
First Day School for Adults is suspended for the summer months – plan to resume in Ninth Month!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Future Dates to Remember:
JCOC Shelter Meal Dates: 9/29 and 11/25.  Contact Whit Peace, 425-8440 or whitpeace@cox.net
Canoe Clean up Days:  Clean the Bay Day, 8/23, 10/4, 11/15
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Query #12 to Ponder for next month:  . Outreach:  Do we welcome newcomers and non-members to our 
meetings?  Are they encouraged to share in Meeting activities and to consider membership when they are in agreement 
with the principles and practices of Friends?  Are our younger members appointed to committees and encouraged to 
share in other responsibilities of the Meeting?  Do we visit one another frequently, remembering those who may be 
lonely?  Does this visitation and caring extend beyond the members of our own Meeting?

Reminder:  Please register for Yearly Meeting as soon as possible.  If you are looking for a ride contact 
those who plan to attend.  Let’s all go and have a great time!
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Query #11: Do we reverence that of God in every human being with concern for the needs of each 
individual? Are we seeking to rectify existing social injustice and racial discrimination in our local 
communities and in the world at large?
It is easier to answer the second part of the Query with a simple “yes,” than it is the first.  We are 
discomforted when we see individuals in need, and often are unsure of how to respond.  Yet we work to live 
into the Spirit and discern God's will in living out this Query.

Minutes of Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business  Fifth Month 13, 2008

1) Opening:  Meeting opened at 8:45 AM in the Meetinghouse with some 15 Friends and attenders 
present.

2) Finance Committee:  Expenses exceeded income for the month.  Sufferings took in $1200.  
Funds for Friends School student travel to a Quaker Leadership Conference were approved at 
$200.  Meeting approved a recommendation to put Friends School travel back as a line item 
separate from Meeting travel.  A check for $114,543 was received from VDOT for a construction 
easement during the Laskin Rd. improvements.  Because it was made out improperly, Nancy Craft  
was authorized by the Meeting to act as its agent to straighten out the matter.

3) Spiritual Life Committee:   A letter to the Meeting clerk from Janis Ansell, representative to the 
School Committee on spiritual life, was read.

4) School Committee:  The Head reported enrollment is currently at 212 students.  The School is 
considering offering a transportation plan to help in recruiting and retention of students.  Last 
week’s rains further demonstrated leaks in almost every building on campus.  Two offers to 
purchase the property were rejected, not only because they were much too low, but they did not 
define exactly what property was involved.  A revised Philosophy of the School was received from 
the Spiritual Life Committee.  The Committee is working to fund roof repairs to Woolman, Fox, and 
Middle School buildings.  School Committee also asked Meeting for:
 pre approval for Linda Smith, member of Hartford Monthly Meeting, and Gayle Johnson, 

member of Virginia Beach Friends Meeting to be added to its membership.
 Several names of possible Meeting members to join a committee to select a new Head of 

School for the ’09-’10 School year.

6) Special Meeting:  A letter to Virginia Beach Monthly meeting from a member concerned about 
the various legal and financial issues under which Meeting and School operate was read.  It 
proposed that only members speak to this concern at a special called meeting.  The matter was 
carried over until 6th-Month.

7) Nominating Committee:  report was distributed.

8) Peace & Social Justice:  Meeting approved purchase of a banner against torture to be displayed 
as part of a national religious campaign.

9) Closing:  No further business was considered.  Meeting rose to silent Worship at 10:35 AM to 
meet again in 6th-Month if consistent with Divine will.

Wes Cheney, Clerk & Andrew Young, acting Recording Clerk



Here's a piece about brotherhood from the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice 1972: (submitted 
by Linda Smith)
 
"As Friends we believe that love is the unifying force in human relations. Let us understand what brotherly 
love is and what it is not. Love is not self-seeking; it is self-giving. Love does not try to make up a deficiency 
in that of God in another from an overabundance of divinity in ourselves; it opens us to the divine Light in 
him and rejoices in it. Love does not mean agreeing on all questions of belief, values or rules of conduct; it 
means accepting with humility and forbearance such differences as cannot be resolved by open and patient  
give and take. Love does not recreate our brother in our image; it recreates us both in relation to each 
other, united like limbs of one body yet each distinctly himself."

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Information from the Hampton Roads Nonviolence (Susan Anders)

Peace Summit. 
Weekend of June 28-29
Jeff and The People United will hold their annual gathering and much of the focus will be the immigration 
issues. If there is enough interest, we will hold the gathering of peace centers during the day on Friday, 
6/27.  Please let me know if you are interested and also if you know of others who might want to join us, 
please pass this on to them.  If you have suggestions, let me know.  Contact: John Gallini - Pax Christi 
Richmond: Gallinjb@aol.com
*********************************
Voices for Creative Nonviolence
Witness Against War 2008: From Chicago to St. Paul
Voices for Creative Nonviolence invites you to join us this summer in a walk from Chicago to St. Paul.  We 
anticipate departing Chicago on July 12 and arriving in St. Paul on August 30th or 31st, in time for the 
Republican National Convention. Please consider joining us for a day, a week, a month or longer.  You can 
learn more about Witness Against War 2008 on the Voices website, http://www.vcnv.org or call us at 773-
878-3815, email: info@vcnv.org
*************************
CATHOLIC WORKER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
* Breakfast on the Streets: 7a.m. Tuesday and Saturday (prep begins at 6 a.m. at Sacred heart Church).  
Serve and share a meal with over 100 brothers and sisters left out of the downtown boom, on Salter St. 
(1 block east of Monticello Ave and Princess Anne Rd).

*Vigil opposing the "War on Terrorism"--Bring the Troops Home: 5-6 p.m. the first Tuesday of each month 
at St. Paul's Blvd and City Hall Ave)

*Vigil to close Guantanamo--No More Torture in Our Name! Noon to 1 p.m., 3rd Friday of each month, at 
US Federal Building (Granby St & City Hall Ave.)

*Vigil Against the Death Penalty: 5-6 p.m. each evening of a scheduled Virginia Execution, St. Paul's Blvd& 
City Hall Ave.



To subscribe to the newsletter by e-mail send your name, address, phone # from the e-mail address you 
want to receive the newsletter to the this e-mail address: VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-
SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG  (The email does not require capital letters.)  You will no longer receive hard 
copy mailed newsletters unless you specifically request the hard copies continue.  To stop receiving the 
newsletter, using the e-mail address where the newsletter is being sent, send an e-mail to: 
VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG.

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 
others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the 
meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the 
views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is  
included to avoid the impression the information represent the opinion of the meeting.  
NOTE:  The Deadline for newsletter submissions for next month is 5/23/2008.
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