
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER, Third Month 2008 – Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting. 
Calendar of Events 
4/6/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults 

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

4/9/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
4/13/08 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to business 
 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 
4/16/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
4/18/08 School is closed this day. 
4/20/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

4/23/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
4/24-25/08 Friends School Plant Sale 
4/26/08 Representative Body Meeting at Friendship Meeting, Greensboro NC 
4/27/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

 5 pm Empower Hampton Roads Justice Banquet contact Tom Kennedy or Nancy Craft for tickets 
4/30/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
5/3/08 Canoe Clean Up – Contact Whit Peace 425-8440 or whitpeace@cox.net 
5/4/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

5/7/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
5/9/08 Grandparents Day at the School 
5/9-15/08 Spring Book Fair 
5/11/08 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to business 
 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 
5/12/08 11 am to 4 pm International Festival, ODU Kaufman Mall outside of the Webb Center - 27 countries represented 
5/14/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
5/15/08 Friends School Golf Tournament – watch for flyers – come and join the fun!! 
------------------------------------- 
Future Dates to Remember: 
7/9-12/2008 Yearly Meeting at Guilford College, Greensboro NC 
JCOC Shelter Meal Dates: 9/29 and 11/25.  Contact Whit Peace, 425-8440 or whitpeace@cox.net 
Canoe Clean up Days: 6/14, Clean the Bay Day, 8/23, 10/4, 11/15 
Query #10 to Ponder for next business meeting: Harmony with Nature.  Do we endeavor to live in harmony with nature? Are we 
careful in our stewardship of the world’s irreplaceable resources? 
Query #8:  Do we observe simplicity and honesty in our manner of living? Are we careful to live within the bounds of our 
circumstances, punctual in keeping promises, prompt in the payment of debts, and just in all our dealings?  Do we choose those 
activities which will strengthen our physical, mental, and spiritual life; and do we avoid those harmful to ourselves and others? 
Response:  In the life of the Meeting we are made mindful of these ideals and encouraged to advance in our pursuit of them. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Minutes of Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business Third Month 9, 2008 

Meeting opened with a period of silence, fourteen persons attending. 
Treasurer’s Report.  A spreadsheet was distributed giving detailed account of the meeting’s financial activity. It was noted 

that the line item for speakers and honoraria has been fully expended. 
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A.  Expenses for second month exceeded income as follows: 
  General fund income:           $1056.92 
  General fund expenses:       $5138.39 
  Restricted income:                $40  (olive oil) 
  Restricted expenditures:       none 

 B.  The following budgeted financial contributions were made in 2nd month: 
  North Carolina Yearly Meeting (C)        $3000 

VBFS Financial Aid                               $1000 
Steady Footsteps                                  $    50 
Church Women United                          $    25 

C.  The Budget and Investment Committee met this month and discussed again the possible change in fiscal year from  01/01 to 
12/31 to 07/01 to 06/30.  The committee now feels that it is best to leave our fiscal year as is – 01/01 to 12/31. 
D.  The unsigned check for from Friends Meeting House Fund $200 from last year has been signed and deposited and a  check 
for the first part of this year has been received and deposited. 
E.  The line item for Speakers Expense & Honoraria has been fully expended.  Friends are reminded that items exceeding budget 
or that are not budgeted need to have approval of meeting before proceeding. 
F.  The treasurer apologizes to Meeting for the incomplete report last month.  A revised 12th month asset/investment. A report is 
included and current information has been brought up to date. 

Revised End of Year Assets and Investments for 2007 

CASH ASSETS AND 
INVESTMENTS 

Previous 
Balance 

Current 
month's 
interest Withdrawals 

Current 
Balance Interest Rate Deposit 

Operating Reserves $8,645.60 $156.58  $8,802.18   

Restricted Special Funds       

  Barclay Fund for bibles $1,682.16 $31.31  $1,713.47   
  Lucie Stone fund for education & 
children $4,164.74 $73.07  $4,237.81   

Total SHCU M/M Account $14,492.50  $0.00 $14,753.46 3.63%  

Meeting House Fund $10,000.00   $10,000.00 4.00%  

Endowed Funds 
Current 
Balance 

Original 
investment 

Date of Original 
Investment 

Cumulative 
earnings since 

opening 
Dividends 

Reinvested 

Total Capital 
Gains 

Reinvested 

Rita Waas Fund       

     Self-Help Credit Union CD $15,000.00 $15,000.00 8/8/2005 $1,689.63 $0.00  

     Calvert Social Bond Fund $7,196.46 $7,500.00 9/19/2005 $820.32 $0.00 $145.07 

     Pax World Balanced Fund $9,128.73 $7,500.00 9/16/2005 $0.00 $320.54 $937.27 

Towne Bank Checking Account    $9,282.02   

Total Funds     $65,360.67  page 1 

Debbie Riley, as Meeting’s representative to the Spiritual Life of School Committee proposed that Meeting invite families 
and faculty of the School to Meeting for Worship and a potluck on 18 May.  Meeting united in approval.  Clerk will write a brief note 
of invitation and Debbie will see to its distribution. 
 A report from the School Committee was received. 
Head’s Report: The School will have space in the Tidewater Parent and Virginian-Pilot later this month.  Jon continues to 
network, this month with the Chamber of Commerce.  Enrollment contracts and employment intent forms are out to families and 
teachers respectively.  Our new bus has been delivered and lettered.  The Fire Marshall has re-inspected our facilities, and we 
passed, except that the maximum occupancy of the Meetinghouse was not posted. 
Development Committee:  Fundraisers Don & Janet Craig were on campus two days, getting a feel for the School as it is today.  
Don will return in 4th-Month after we have digested the information received from the “Gathering of the Community” on 3/8 with the 
Rev. George Conway. 
Committee on Trustees (COT): It appears that the meeting is looking for more written documentation of their relationship with the 
school.  The Friends Council on Education requires this relationship to be spelled out either in the minutes of School Committee or 



in the by-laws.  School Committee agreed to keep the by-laws as non-specific as possible, and so approved the following minute 
which will be forwarded to the clerk of Meeting:   

“Virginia Beach Friends Meeting approves nominations to the Board of The Friends School Inc.  Virginia Beach Friends 
Meeting is responsible for maintaining the Quaker nature of the School, representation on the Board, and support for the School.  It is 
desirable that the School Committee has a liaison with the Meeting  Nominating Committee.” 

Subcommittee descriptions, and Patrick Goold’s bio have been placed on the website.  In addition to Linda Smith visiting as a 
prospective trustee, we were also expecting Gayle Johnson to join us.  Dominick Martin, father of two students, is interested in 
joining the B&G Committee. 
Buildings & Grounds: Total square footage of our facilities is roughly 43,000.  At a cost of $200 per square foot, a 
replacement would come to $10 million, without land purchase.  Jon agreed to check with McKenzie Construction to see if 
they would be interested in working on the “greening” of Woolman and Fox buildings. 
Budget & Finance:  The Committee continues to review accounts in arrears and maturing CDs.  The Profit & Loss statement 
showed our deficit is currently around $60,000 less than expected. 

Friends School Community Association: Is working towards the St. Patrick’s Day dinner on Friday (3/14) in the Wilson 
Center.  More than 60 families have already said they will attend!  The annual plant sale is 4th-Month 24 & 25, and for the second 
year, FSCA will be selling gift items, such as coffee mugs and tee shirts, decorated with student artwork.  The items will be ready 
in time for Mothers’ Day.  Information will go out to families well before spring break.  The group is again offering a $500 
scholarship to a rising 9th-grader from Middle School, based on an essay about the benefits of a Quaker Education at VBFS. 

Meeting returned to the proposed change in by-laws brought forward by School Committee last month.  Meeting 
requested a second legal opinion on the proposed change.  Trustees of the Monthly Meeting are charged with bringing a report 
back to a called Meeting for Business to be held next first day (3/16) at 9AM. 

Meeting closed with a moment of silence to reconvene next week at 9AM. 
Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk and Wes Cheney, Clerk 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Special Called Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting 
Third Month 16 2008 

Meeting opened at 9:03 with a period of silence. 
A letter from past clerk, Charlie Ansell, dated Fourth Month 11, 2004 and concerned with relations between the Meeting 

and the Friends School was read out to the Meeting.  
Fourth Month 11,2004 
Dear Friends of Friends School, 

Meeting for Business gathered this morning seeking direction on how the Spirit would have us live our lives. Part of our quest was 
centered on giving life to the phrase "Under the Care of the Meeting." While "Under" has not historically nor does it presently mean "authority over" 
Friends did recognize that "Under" could convey this sense to those not steeped in Quaker ways. The truth is that we are all under the care of 
God. The foundation of Meeting life, and we feel the Society of Friends, is living under and being faithful to God's direction arising in individuals 
and groups of individuals. We are all Under the Care of the Spirit. The Meeting, when faithful, is a body of Christ through which the Spirit can act. 

Our humanity affects our faithfulness both positively and negatively. Our ability to discern the Lord's will has not and will not be perfect. 
The Lord offers understanding and forgiveness and teaches us to pray in the same way in Matthew 6: 9-13 in our daily lives. "Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive the trespasses of others." 
 As the Holy Spirit settled over us this morning we realized our desire to express to you, the School Community our shortfall in being 
faithful to Spirit. As such we have trespassed against thee and we ask for forgiveness. 

As the Meeting and School have matured the meanings of words have changed. Meeting's actions have been defined by our perception 
of the Spirit and have been carried out in love if not with love. Quakers believe that when we are in right order there will be harmony. If we are 
wrong we will be "pulled up" by the Holy Spirit. Meeting was so "pulled" this morning. We do not wish to manage the School's daily affairs. We do 
wish to hold the Spirit aloft and share God's presence within the School/Meeting community. it may be possible to have an excellent school without 
sharing the Spirit, but Friends are convinced that acknowledgment of and accepting direction of the Lord is necessary for a Friends School. 
 We seek your fellowship in living "Under the Care of the Spirit" and your forgiveness for our inconsistency in living out this testimony in 
our relationship with you. 
In Christ's Light and Love, Charles R. Ansell, Clerk 

I. Amendment of the Friends School Bylaws 
Consideration of the proposal from School Committee to amend the schools bylaws, was resumed from last meeting for business.  
After further discussion it was decided to move on to the issue of Trustee liability and insurance for the meeting house, with the 
intent of returning to the by-law issue. 
II. Insurance Matters 



Bob Clapp reported consulting with a lawyer about Trustee liability.  He reported being advised to insure Trustees of Meeting 
against liability. 
 Nancy Craft reported seeking names of specialists in this sort of law.  She has a name but has not been able to contact 
that person.  Cost of an eventual consultation is estimated to be $200/hour or more. 
 Nancy also reported that currently the meeting house itself is insured for replacement value.  Jon Alden noted that School 
Committee members are covered against liability under a directors and officers policy.  Trustees of Meeting were asked to 
investigate whether this policy could be extended to cover Trustees of Meeting. 
III. Resumption of Proposal to Amend the Friends School By-Laws 
Meeting, with the exception of three members, united in approving the changes in the bylaws.  Meeting records the lack of unity of 
Charlie Ansell, Rebecca Mani and Whit Peace and sets it aside.  The changes to the bylaws are as follows: 

Section I, subsection (b) of the bylaws originally in place begins with the sentence   
“Except as may otherwise be provided herein or in the Certificate of Incorporation, a majority of the Members of the School 
Committee shall be members of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting (hereinafter referred to as the "Meeting"), as it so designates.” 

This is now amended to read: 
“Except as may otherwise be provided herein or in the Certificate of Incorporation, a minimum of twenty per cent of the Members of 
 the School Committee shall be members of the Religious Society of Friends.” 
The letter from Charlie Ansell dated Fourth Month 11, 2004 was read again. 

Meeting closed at 10:27, 23 persons present. 
Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk and Wes Cheney, Clerk 

============================================================ 
To subscribe to the newsletter by e-mail send your name, address, phone # from the e-mail address you want to receive the newsletter to the this e-mail 
address: VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG  (The email does not require capital letters.)  You will no longer receive hard 
copy mailed newsletters unless you specifically request the hard copies continue.  To stop receiving the newsletter, using the e-mail address where the 
newsletter is being sent, send an e-mail to: VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG. 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly 
Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect 
the views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the 
information represent the opinion of the meeting.   
NOTE:  The Deadline for newsletter submissions for next month is 4/19/2008. 
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