
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER, Second Month 2008 – Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting. 
Calendar of Events 
3/2/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

3/5/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
3/8/08 9 am to 3 pm Special Strategic Planning Workshop for the School.  Everyone is invited. 

If you plan to attend please contact Nancy Craft so plans can be made for space for all, and for lunch 
3/9/08 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to business 
 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 
3/12/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
3/14/08 5:30 pm to 7 pm Friends School St. Patrick’s Day Dinner in the Wilson Center, Music, Wall of Art, door 

prizes, plus arts and crafts for the children!  Please pre-order by 3/7/08 
3/16/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

3/19/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
3/15/08 Canoe Clean Up – Contact Whit Peace 425-8440 or whitpeace@cox.net 
3/16/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

3/19/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
3/23/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

3/26/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
3/29/08 12 noon to 4 pm Interfaith Gathering and Peace Walk at Unity Renaissance, 1120 Eden Way North, 

Chesapeake, VA 23320.  Local faith communities gather to share about their practices and share prayers 
for peace, followed by a short Peace Walk in the Chesapeake Community. 
http://www.unityrenaissance.org/index.html or contact Dorene Lake, Unity in the World Peace Team 
Coordinator 490-6446. 

3/30/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  
10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

3/31/08 JCOC VBFM serves the meal at the Homeless Shelter.  Contact Whit Peace 425-8440, 
whitpeace@cox.net 

4/2/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
4/4-6/2008 Spiritual Nurture of and by women – painting the interior of the Cedar Grove Meetinghouse’s 

lunchroom. 
Meals and lodging provided, see http://www.ncymc.org/richsquare/index.html 

4/6/08 9:30 am First Day School for Adults  
10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

4/9/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
4/13/08 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to business 
 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for younger children downstairs. 

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am. 

http://www.unityrenaissance.org/index.html


Query #9. Our Manner of Living. Are we mindful of Friends testimonies against alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and 
other harmful drugs; and do we refrain from using them or dealing with them, realizing that abstinence is the 
clearest witness against overindulgence? Do we seek to avoid all kinds of gambling and places of diversion that 
tend to be demoralizing? Do we keep in mind how diverse and widespread are the temptations to grow richer at 
the expense of others? Are we faithful to our testimony against taking oaths? 
Response:  Living in to this query is perhaps a more complex task for us than it was for its framers.  Simple daily 
choices in the grocery store can implicate us in injustice, exploitation and addiction.  We grow more mindful of the 
many ways we might transgress the spirit of this query. 
================================================================================== 
Minutes of Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
Second Month 10, 2008 
Meeting opened with a period of silence, 11 persons present. 
Finance Committee report: All categories on the budget have started anew with the exception of the item “Olive 
Oil”, which is a carry-over. 
Query concerning community.  Gwynne Wells read from Parker Palmer’s Pendle Hill Pamphlet “A Place Called 
Community.”  She then asked, “Does Meeting have a responsibility to offer support, guidance, nurturance to the 
Friends’ School community?”  Meeting resolved to revisit this query in the third month. 
School Committee report was presented by Jon Alden. 
A concern was brought up in last monthly meeting for business that the School Committee was not operating 
legally within its by-laws to have a majority of members from Virginia Beach Friends Meeting.  As a result: 
a) Alice Twining and John Linsly offered their resignations in order to bring the Committee into legal compliance 

with our by-laws.  After this action, 
b) Last month’s minutes were revised and approved.  School Committee ratified past actions as reflected in the 

minutes dated 8/6/07-1/12/08 
c) School Committee now has 7 members. 

Peace and Social Justice Day went very well with the entire school being divided into six teams representing 
various nations of the world.  The Olympic Games theme “called all nations out of war” to participate in mock 
Olympic Games.  As was the case in past years, teachers supplemented their curriculum throughout the week 
with issues related to Peace and Social Justice. 

Jon has been invited by the Center for the Study of Religious Freedom at VWC to be a panelist for the next 
Nexus Interfaith Dialogue program on February 11th.  The theme for the year is Finding Passion in Faith and the 
specific topic for my program is Faith and Justice. 

On January 24th we had an unfortunate reminder that the Hilltop area continues to create safety concerns for 
our students and faculty.  I instructed the teachers to implement a campus lock-down as a result of the armed 
bank robbery in the Hilltop north shopping center and on February 4th we had another scare when the Target store 
on First Colonial Rd was evacuated due to a bomb threat. 

We had a successful admission Open House on Sunday, Jan 28th with 12 new families attending in addition to 
several more families who have recently applied.   
The roofs of Woolman and the Art building continue to leak and we have installed new patches. 
 Chris Mazzeo is monitoring the savings we are experiencing with the new HVAC systems in Fox, Woolman, 
and the Middle School. 

It has been over five years since the school has invited an outside consultant to assist the school to gather 
our community in a strategic workshop to craft and update the shared vision for the school. George Conway, a 
well-known educational consultant, will be here on Saturday, March 8th from 9am-3pm.  Please contact a School 
Committee member if you are interested in participating. 

Our January 11th Alumni Homecoming basketball game was very successful with 23 alumni returning to 
campus. The game was exciting with an overtime victory going to our Upper School boys.  Suggestions from 
alumni for other events included an off-campus reception, a co-ed game so that both sexes could participate 
perhaps Volleyball or Indoor Soccer.   



Early School parent Finley Cooperwood has agreed to chair our golf tournament, which is scheduled for 
Thursday May 15, 2008. 
School Committee request to change bylaws.  Currently the bylaws require that the board have a majority of its 
members be members of Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  School Committee asked the Meeting to approve 
amending this requirement in two ways: (1) by changing “members of Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting” to 
members of the Religious Society of Friends, and (2) by changing “a majority” to “twenty per cent”. 

Meeting was supportive of School Committee in its desire to satisfy the VAIS requirement concerning 
governance but felt that a seasoning of the question was needed.  Meeting will return to the proposal at the next 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business. 
Nominating Committee Report. We currently have a need for volunteers to help with the Hospitality cmte in third 
and fourth month.  “Nominating Season” is approaching and everyone is encouraged:   

to assess your current positions of responsibility in Meeting, and to talk with one another, and teach and learn. 
about the work of the Meeting that we all do collectively.  

to think about how you may best serve and grow in Meeting in 2008-2009.    
to think ahead about how we’ll grow together as a Meeting and support one another, and the whole Friends’ 

and the larger community, in 2008-2009.   
The updated 2007-2008 Nominating Committee Service Opportunities roster is posted in the library, along with 
the most recent edition of the document describing Meeting committee work.  Nominating Committee will get 
updated a Meeting member and regular attender contact listing and have it posted in the library this spring.  
Nominating Committee milestones: 
Third month: begin contacting members and attenders 
5/11:  present 2008-2009 Meeting Service Opportunities roster to business meeting 
6/8:  business meeting finalizes/approves 2008-2009 Meeting Service Opportunities roster  
Next Nominating Committee meeting is 3/3.  Nominating Committee asked that it be made a custom, that at rise 
of meeting, the clerk asks that members and regular attenders spend some minutes, greeting and getting to know 
newcomers and those returning to Meeting after time away.  Meeting agreed.   

Nominating Committee proposed that a “Communications Task Force” be formed.  It was proposed that a 
Communications Task Force be formed to construct a trial web site for Virginia Beach Friends Meeting.  Meeting 
approved with the understanding that the first year’s cost has been donated and that future years would cost not 
more that $150 per year.  Whit Peace, Tom Kennedy, Janis Ansell and Patrick Goold were named to serve on the 
Task Force. 
Religious Education Committee.  REC asked that Meeting accept Bob McIver’s offer to lead an adult education 
class that would discuss the book The Friendly Virginians.  It would start 17 February at 9:30 in the Meeting 
House.  Meeting approved. 
Meeting closed with a period of silence, 31 persons present. 
Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk and Wes Cheney, Clerk 
============================================================ 
Future Dates to Remember: 
4/24-25/08 Friends School Plant Sale 
4/26/08 Representative Body Meeting at Friendship Meeting, Greensboro NC 
5/15/08  Friends School Golf Tournament 
7/9-12/2008 Yearly Meeting at Guilford College, Greensboro NC 
JCOC Shelter Meal Dates: 9/29 and 11/25.  Contact Whit Peace, 425-8440 or whitpeace@cox.net 
Canoe Clean up Days: 5/3, 6/14, Clean the Bay Day, 8/23, 10.4, 11.15 

mailto:whitpeace@cox.net


Query #8 to Ponder for next business meeting:  Do we observe simplicity and honesty in our manner of living? 
Are we careful to live within the bounds of our circumstances, punctual in keeping promises, prompt in the 
payment of debts, and just in all our dealings?  Do we choose those activities which will strengthen our physical, 
mental, and spiritual life; and do we avoid those harmful to ourselves and others? 
===================================================== 
Friends Council on Education has three pathways to be members –  
1.  Board Pathway:  At least half of the board members are members of the Religious Society of Friends. 
2.  Meeting Pathway:  The school is in a care relationship with a meeting.  The school’s by-laws or minutes 
clearly stipulate the way in which the meeting and the school participate in nominating and approving the 
candidates for the board. 
3.  Membership Assessment Program. (MAP)  The school is engaged in a continuous membership assessment 
process with the Friends council to evaluate the Quaker dimension of the school.  (Note: There is a lengthy 
process, expectation and queries on the FCE web site for Pathway #3 MAP.  Neither the school nor the Meeting is 
seriously considering this pathway.) 

 
The school and meeting currently meet both the Board and Meeting Pathway.  After the most recent visit from 

the Virginia Association of Independent Schools (VAIS), and with consultation with Friends Council on Education 
(FCE), the school is proposing changes to the current by-laws to remove the Board pathway from our current 
governance requirements.  Both organizations, VAIS and FEC) have strongly indicated the school needs a 
broader and larger base of support.   
 
Current School By-laws sections relating to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting: 
Section I – Number, Election and term of Office: 
(b) Except as may otherwise be provided herein or in the Certificate of Incorporation,  a majority of the Members 
of the School Committee shall be members of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Meeting”), as it so designates.  The remaining Members of the School Committee should be interested parents of 
children presently or formerly enrolled in the school and interested persons from the community willing to serve on 
the Committee. 
 
Article VII – Amendments 
These by-laws may be amended by Members of the School Committee at any regular meeting of the School 
Committee, provided two-thirds of the School Committee Members are present at the meeting, provided the 
proposed amendment was included in the notice of the meeting, and provided that any amendment altering 
provisions relating to the representation of Friends Meeting of Virginia Beach on the School Committee shall take 
effect only after approval by Friends Meeting. 

 
The School Committee is asking for the number of meeting members in the by-laws be lowered to a minimum 

of 20 percent and to change, broaden membership from Meeting Members to the Religious Society of Friends. 
(Posted at the request of Meeting – A copy of the by-laws and FCE web site is posted in the Meetinghouse.) 

 
The Annual Meeting of the FWCC Section of the Americas is scheduled for April 3-6, 2008 in Morgantown, 
Indiana.  Details of this event along with registration is available on the web site at www.fwccamericas.org  While 
the North Carolina Yearly Meeting named representatives generally attend these meeting, they are open to 
everyone and gives everyone an opportunity to visit among diverse Friends from through North, Central and 
South America. 
(Submitted by Nancy Craft) 
 

http://www.fwccamericas.org/


To subscribe to the newsletter by e-mail send your name, address, phone # from the e-mail address you want to 
receive the newsletter to the this e-mail address: VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-
SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG  (The email does not require capital letters.)  You will no longer receive hard copy 
mailed newsletters unless you specifically request the hard copies continue.  To stop receiving the newsletter, 
using the e-mail address where the newsletter is being sent, send an e-mail to: VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-
L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG. 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others 
interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other 
articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person 
submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the 
impression the information represent the opinion of the meeting.   
NOTE:  The Deadline for newsletter submissions for next month is 3/19/2008. 
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