
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER Eleventh Month 2007 - Newsletter Of The Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 
Calendar of Events 
11/25/07 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 
11/28/07 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
11/28-12/1/2007 Friends School Book Fair Hours:  9am – 6pm 11/28 & 29;  9am-7pm 11/30; 10am-4pm 12/1 
12/1/07 10:00am -10:00 pm-- Fair Trade Festival at the Farmer's Market site, 300 Monticello Ave, Norfolk with 

Fair Trade and Sustainable Living Workshops at Sacred Heart Church. 
12/2/07 Fair Trade Festival continues - 10 am to 5 pm 
12/2/07  9 am First day school for adults reading Silence of the Heart by Paul Ferrin, Paula Justice facilitator 

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 
Noon Brown Bag Lunch Discussion; “Quaker 102” 

12/5/07 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
12/8/07 Canoe Clean up Day 
12/9/07 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to business 

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 

12/12/07 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
12/16/07 10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 
12/19/07 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
12/21/07 Last day of school until next year 
12/23/07 8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to business 

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 

12/24/07 7 pm Meeting for singing 
 8-12 midnight Open worship – candle light – come any time and stay as long as you like. 
12/26/07 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
12/19/07 JCOC Meal at the Shelter, contact Whit Peace to assist. 
12/23/07 10:30 AM Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 

10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 
12/26/07 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
12/30/07 9 am First day school for adults reading Silence of the Heart by Paul Ferrin, Paula Justice facilitator 

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 

1/2/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
1/3/08 JCOC Meal at the Shelter, contact Whit Peace to assist. 
1/6/08 9 am First day school for adults reading Silence of the Heart by Paul Ferrin, Paula Justice facilitator 

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 

1/7/08 Classes resume at School 
1/9/08 7 pm Intercessory Prayer 
1/13/07 7pm Quaker women Christmas Party at Paula’s Justice’s home. Bring a dish to share and donation for Steady Footsteps 
1/14/08  8:30 am Meeting for Worship with attention to business 

10:30 am Meeting for Worship, Child care for young downstairs 
10:45 am older children leave Worship for 1st Day School.  All children join worship at 11:30 am 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Weekly Events:  Every Fourth Day evening (Wednesday) Prayer Group 7 PM in the Meetinghouse. 
Meeting for Worship with the School each Thursday and Friday, except during the Christmas break and all school worship 12/21/07. 
Future Dates: 

4/26.2008 Representative Body Meeting at Friendship Meeting, Greensboro NC 
7/9-13/2008 Yearly Meeting at Guilford College, Greensboro NC 
JCOC Shelter Meal Dates: 3/31, 9/29, 11/25 Contact Whit Peace, 425-8440 whitpeace@cox.net 
Canoe Clean up Days: 2008: 2/9, 3/15, 5/3, 6/14 Clean the Bay Day, 8/23, 10/4, 11/15. 



Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, 11/11/2007 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business opened with waiting worship on 11th month 11, at 8:30 am with 11 people in 

attendance. 
 The Treasurer’s report was given by Ruth Ann Childress (see attached) and the budget for the month was reviewed. Several 
additional issues were raised. Whit will clarify for the Treasurer the exact amount needed for the JCOC Shelter meal for the next year and 
$400 has been suggested. It was also proposed that $600 be added to next year’s budget to support Steady Footsteps. However, it was 
noted that the Meeting is currently, as of 11th month, $5000 short of meeting this year’s budget.  A summary statement of our current 
finances will be put in the monthly newsletter encouraging members and attenders to make offerings so that we can balance this year’s 
budget.  Furthermore, it was suggested that the proposed budget for next year be sent out in PDF format to the email list so that it can be 
reviewed, and Finance committee is requesting that members and attenders make suggestions to them regarding ways to balance the 
budget by the end of November as the new budget takes effect in 1st month 1, 2008.  
 It was announced that Josh Waitekus has requested a clearness committee to explore membership and a committee was formed 
consisting of Janis Ansell as convener and including Charlie Ansell, Louise Wilson and Nancy Craft.  His letter requesting membership was 
not read, as is customary, as it was not immediately available. 

Bob Clapp, convener of Keith Mitchell Williamson’s clearness committee for membership reported and Keith was enthusiastically 
recommended for membership. This was approved by Meeting.  Furthermore, Keith’s daughter, Khamani Lesile “Gigi” Williamson, also 
requested membership under her father’s membership and this was warmly approved by Meeting. 

Charlie Ansell, co-convener of Rose Mary Eileen Kennedy’s clearness committee for membership reported and Rose was 
enthusiastically put forth for membership. This was approved by Meeting. 

The members of each Clearness committee were encouraged to offer their active support for the new members for the next year 
and be available to them should questions or concerns arise.  

School Committee report was given by Jon Alden (see attached).  Questions and concerns were raised regarding the fact that the 
School Committee is investigating the possibility of selling the 8 acres owned by the School, along with possibility of selling the 3 additional 
acres owned by the Meeting. The ongoing and worsening jet noise along with the future plans to widen Laskin Road were cited as reasons 
for considering moving the school to a new location.  It was suggested that the problems, such as the jet noise, be explored as teaching 
moments in the hope that we could find opportunities among the difficulties.  It was also suggested that the entrance to the school from 
Donna Drive be used as the main entrance in the hope that this would minimize impact that Laskin Road traffic would have on parents and 
children. 

Meeting requested that they be kept abreast of all the issues as this proceeds and it specifically requested that they be given an 
outline of the School Committee’s process and timeline, along with a copy of the recent School Audit and the Management letter. Also, the 
School Committee was asked to let Meeting know how many students are needed to balance the school’s budget.  Currently the 
enrollment is listed at 193 students with the ability to physically house up to 270 students.  Concerns were expressed regarding the fact 
that the school is currently reporting a $156,000 deficit and that the deficits have persisted for several years. It was reported that it will 
likely be necessary to draw down again on the reserve funds and it was suggested that greater effort go into finding ways to balance the 
budget.  Furthermore, School Committee is reporting insufficient funds to maintain and repair older buildings.  It was noted that the Things 
Unlimited property is currently leased with potential plans for sale in a couple of years.  It is hopeful that this will eventually be used to help 
reduce the deficit.  Finally, Meeting suggested that they have a direct involvement in the School’s finances through Finance committee or a 
separate committee and it was agreed that this request would be carried over to the next Meeting for Business. 

Nancy Craft reminded us that one more member from the Meeting is needed to serve on the Spiritual Life committee at the school 
as this opening has been vacant since 7th month. 

Nancy Craft asked the Meeting to clarify plans for Christmas Eve and it was decided that there will be singing of Christmas Carols 
from 7-8 pm with four hours of Open Worship, from 8 pm till midnight, in the Meeting House.  The Meeting also agreed to have a Potluck at 
the Rise of Meeting on November 25. 
 Pat Phelan-Young reminded the Meeting that M&O will be sponsoring a Brown Bag discussion on Clearness, led by Mary Talley 
and Andy Young, at the Rise of Meeting on 12th Month 2.  Also, they reported that M&O has asked Rebecca Mani and Gayle Cameron to 
join them as Overseers and Meeting approved. M&O meetings are on the last Tuesday of every month and begin at 7 pm. The committee 
meets at 6pm for eating and all members and attenders are welcome. 

Kedre Roca suggested a Voluntary Simplicity group that would meet regularly at member’s homes with the hope of strengthening 
community within the Meeting. Due to time constraints, it was agreed to hold this request over to next Meeting for Business. 

Meeting closed with silence at 10:30. 
Clerk for the day, Gwynne Wells and Recording Clerk for the day, Rebecca Mani 
Query #5 to ponder for next month.  
 Do we regularly attend our meetings for business, and are they held in a spirit of love, understanding, and forbearance? Do we seek the 
right course of action in humble submission to the Authority of Truth and in the patient search for a sense of unity under Divine guidance? 



We need your help!!  Forward your comments to Ruth Anne Chilldres, our treasurer at chilldresr@verizon.net  
This draft budget for 2008 is based on anticipated income and requested expenses.  Please review carefully and contact members of the 
finance committee by 12/3/07 to propose changes to enable the finance committee to present a balanced budget for approval next month! 
Expenses 
General Meeting Expenses 
Friends Journal Listing  $60 
Quaker Life Listing  $50 
Peace & Social Justice Comm. $200 
Religious Education  $1,200 
Consumable Supplies  $236 
Copies    $35 
Library Materials   $200 
Newsletter Postage  $600 
Newsletter Printing  $800 
Outreach & Materials for Sale $400 
Postage, Treasurer  $50 
Safe Deposit Box   $40 
Speakers Expense & Honoraria $250 
Travel, Quaker Education  $800 
Subtotal     $4,921 
Building and Grounds 
Building & Grounds Main.  $800 
Cleaning    $2,700 
Electricity   $1,500 
Insurance   $1,000 
Natural gas   $1,400 
Telephone   $480 
Water, sewer, storm water  $350 
Subtotal     $9,230 
Contributions 
AFSC    $100 
CCCO    $50 
Church Women United  $25 
Earlham School of Religion $100 
Empower Hampton Roads  $200 
FCNL    $200 
Friends Council on Education $100 
FWCC    $125 
JCOC    $100 
JCOC Shelter Meals  $300 
One Love Association Sponsor $100 
Pendle Hill   $100 
Quaker House Fayetteville  $100 
Quaker UN Office   $50 
Steady Footsteps   $600 
Sufferings   $500 
VBFS Golf Tournament  $250 
Yearly Meeting   $3,000 
Sub total     $11,950 
Total Expenses:       $26,701 
Income 
Cash box   $600 
Members & Attenders  $15,500 
Interest    $1,452 
Rent    $6,000 
Sale of Books & Materials  $150 
Total Income      $23,702 

mailto:chilldresr@verizon.net


The expense short fall for this year is $6,074 as of the latest business meeting on 11/11/2007. 
Please make your end-of-the-year contribution now. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Query #4:  Work of the Meeting.  Do we assume our rightful share in the expenses of our Meeting?  Do we regard our time, our talents, 
and our possessions as given to us in trust, and do we use them freely for the needs of others? 
Response:  While there is not always enough money to support an ambitious budget, we have many members and attenders who offer 
freely of their time and talents and this has continued to grow over the years. It is thought that when people become active in Meeting, their 
offerings often flow from that.  Inactive members both here, and at a distance, often fail to take the opportunity to support the Meeting.  
However, generosity of spirit is not about the amount given but what is in the heart.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Have you heard?  Patrick Goold announced this first day morning that his daughter, Emma has been chosen to be one of the 8 youth 
representing the AFSC  at the world summit  of Nobel Prize Laureates 12/13-15/07 in Rome  Congratulations Emma!  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To subscribe to the e-mail newsletter use the following e-mail addresses.  (The e-mail does not require capital letters.).  When 
you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your name, address and phone number.  When you subscribe 
via e-mail, unless you ask to continue receiving mailed copies of the newsletter, your name will be removed from the mailing 
list.  To subscribe send an email to: VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG    To unsubscribe send 
an email to:VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG  

Change of address and e-mail notice:  To add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, and/or the meeting list of names, 
please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
==================================================================================================== 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in the Virginia 
Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a 
space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each 
article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting 
Note:  Deadline for submissions for next  month is 12/20, 2007.  Please be on time as the holiday season delays mailings! 
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