
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER FIRST MONTH 2007 –Newsletter of VBFM 

2007 CALENDAR 

2/21/07 Meeting serves the shelter meal.  Contact Whit Peace 425-8440, whitpeace@cox.net  

7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/23/07 9 – 9:30 AM Meeting for Worship with the school 

2/25/07 9:50 AM First Day School age 7 thru adults with children joining worship at 11:00 AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

3/2 & 3/07 9 – 9:30 AM Meeting for Worship with the school 

3/4/07 9:50 AM First Day School age 7 thru adults with children joining worship at 11:00 AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

3/7/07 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/8 & 9/07 9 – 9:30 AM Meeting for Worship with the school 

3/11/07  8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

10:30 AM Worship, First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11 AM 

3/13/07 Community Meeting, Meeting and School Community gather – everyone please come! 

3/14/07 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/16/07 Meeting for Worship with the school 

3/18/07 9:50 AM First Day School age 7 thru adults with children joining worship at 11:00 AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

3/19/07 School Spring Break begins, No Classes 

3/21/07 7PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/25/07 9:50 AM First Day School age 7 thru adults with children joining worship at 11:00 AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

 12 noon Bring a sandwich – Called meeting for worship with attention to business related to 

meeting’s financial outreach. 

3/26/07 School classes resume after Spring Break. 

===================================================================== 

2007 Events: 

Dates the VBFM will serve at the JCOC: 2/21, 10/10, 11/13, 12/19. 

4/4/07 7 PM HRNN Closing of Season for Nonviolence , Martin Luther King Park Corner of 

Brambleton and Boush Streets Interfaith Prayer Service, Norfolk Peace Pole planting Ceremony 

4/5/07 Grandparents Day at the School 

4/15/2007 Brown Bag Lunch with topic “Ask A Quaker” 

4/28/2007 Representative Body Meeting 

4/29/2007  Empower Hampton Roads Annual Banquet, Murray Hall, Norfolk, VA $35.00 donation. 

7/11-15/2007 Yearly Meeting, Wilmington NC 

======================================================================== 

Query #6 Growth of Our Children:  Do we endeavor by example and precept to cultivate in our children 

a sense of openness and expectancy about life, and to aid them in their growth in spiritual understanding 

and moral discernment?  Do we share with them the faith that guides the practice of Friends, while 

encouraging them to develop their religious insights as the Spirit of God may lead them? 

Response: Over the last year, the Meeting has been blessed with the presence of many children in the 

First Day school. Opportunities such as the pot lucks give those of us not active in First Day school a 

chance to come to know them and to be known. We are mindful that we have much to learn from the 

openness of the young people around us in the Meeting and the school.  As each of us lives into the truth 

of our own lives and the depth of our relatedness, we may offer the young people around us something 

we and they can take wherever they go. Children, who have grown up in the Meeting, as they grow into 

adulthood, are held by the Meeting’s unity and take into their lives what experience we can give of a life 

grounded in truthfulness and connection. 



Minutes of the Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, First Month, 14 2007 

OPENING.  The Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends convened for 

Meeting for worship with attention to business 1
st
 Month 14, 2007, at 8:30 AM in the Meeting House.  

Twelve members were present when meeting opened in waiting worship. 

FINANCE AND INVESTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT.  Today’s report represents the final 

financial report for 2006. Meeting concludes the year having met all budgeted obligations. Annual 

income from all sources of $26,613.85 exceeded expenses of $23,784.64. In 2006 42 donors supported 

the Meeting; in 2005 we had 41 donors. In addition, interest and rental income have contributed to our 

financial strength this year. 

In response to the request by Meeting for Business, there will be a called Meeting for Worship 

with Attention to Business on 3
rd

 Month 25 to discern the underlying spiritual basis for the Meeting’s 

financial outreach, and what it means for us as a community. 

Meeting agreed with the Finance/Investment Committee's recommendation to identify the Lucie 

Stone fund's purpose as being for education and children and to not allow the balance in the fund to fall 

below $3000.  Meeting approved allowing the Treasurer to disburse funds from the budget categories 

"Travel, Meeting Members" and "Speakers' Expense and Honoraria" unless the amount needed exceeds 

budgeted funds or is not clearly within the guidelines.   The committee will observe the expenditures 

over time and discern whether the amounts available are appropriate and bring that information to 

Meeting or the next budget cycle. 

SCHOOL REPORT.  

1. The First Month Meeting began with a School Committee development exercise and was followed by 

the approval of the 12th month minutes and committee reports. 

2. Head's report 

A. Admissions - enrollment is currently 203.  Our 1st month open house is scheduled for the 28th. 

B. Scarlett Forsman has joined the faculty as a part-time aid in the Tree House in order to accommodate 

the enrollment demand in the early school. Scarlett holds a BFA in theater with a minor in Elementary 

Education from Boston University.  She also has a very successful tutoring business in the evenings.  

C. The school purchased Directors and Officers and Employment practices insurance through our 

account with the Philadelphia Insurance Company. 

3. Spiritual Life - Youth Leadership Conference:  The US is sending ten students to this Quaker 

conference to be held 2/1-3/07 at Tandem Friends School in Charlottesville, VA.  

4. Development 

A. Golf Tournament is scheduled for May 17th. 

B. Foundation -The board reviewed our constituency list and agreed to raise $500,000 over the next five 

years. 

5. Budget and Finance - School Committee approved a 3.5% increase in tuition and a 4% increase in 

salaries. 

CLERK. Meeting joyfully approved Wes Cheney’s serving as clerk for three months beginning at rise 

of Meeting today, with prayerful expectation that way may open for his further service. 

PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE REPORT.  The committee presented the following 

minute: 

After due consideration, the Peace and Social Justice Committee is requesting that the “War is Not the 

Answer” sign be put back up by the entrance to the Meeting House and School. On one hand, it was not 

a simple decision as many voices have been heard on the subject, and we wanted to take them into our 

discussion. On the other hand, however, it was a simple decision as we feel nothing addresses our views 

more eloquently than “War is Not the Answer.” The Peace Testimony is a significant part of what makes 

Quakers different from other denominations and we feel it is vital that we should be a voice for 

nonviolence especially during a time of war, not just a voice for peace. We acknowledge that there are 

many ways to live out the Peace Testimony, and we feel that internal and external expression of our 

belief is all valid. Placing a sign in public view is not the culmination of our responsibility but is merely 

a step on the path. We realize that our desire to restore the sign, which has been in front of the Meeting 

House for three years, may cause discomfort for some, but it also provokes thought. We feel strongly 

that this voice also needs to be heard. 



 

 

 

Meeting expresses deep appreciation to the Peace and Social Justice Committee for its 

recommendation to restore the “War is Not the Answer” sign and for the deep consideration that 

underlies it. Consideration of the Committee’s minute will continue in Second Month. 

 On Third month 13 there will be a community meeting sponsored by the Peace and Social Justice 

Committee, to which the school community is also invited to discuss the topic “Living Out the Peace 

Testimony.” Paula Justice will serve as clerk. 

 Friends approved that clerk write a letter to the editor, to legislators and to the Executive branch 

communicating the Meeting’s sense of the alternatives to the current policy and proposed escalation of 

the war in Iraq. 

CLOSING.  The meeting closed with Silent Worship to reconvene in Second Month if consistent with 

Divine Will. 

Patrick Goold, Acting Clerk and Grace LeClair, Recording Clerk. 

===================================================================== 

EVERYBODY HAS A HISTORY, boardwalk history fest – April 28, 2007 (from Louise Wilson) 

 The year 2007 marks a great milestone for Virginia Beach, as well as Jamestown, because it was 

on our soil that the first settlers landed. 

 On April 28
th

 Friends School and Meeting will share a booth on the Boardwalk by telling our 

history through our display. 

 We are young AND we have a great history.  We need the support of the School and Meeting 

community. 

 Be ready with memories, clippings, dates, etc., as well as time you can give to let Virginia Beach 

know who we are!!! 

(Nancy Craft and Whit Peace were appointed during business meeting to coordinate this effort.  Contact 

them with ideas, suggestions and support!) 

===================================================================== 

LEARN ABOUT THE UN AT THE UN – QUAKER UNITED NATIONS SUMMER SCHOOL 

JULY 8-20, 2007, GENEVA 

Do you have an active interest in international affairs? 

Would you like to study the UN at first hand? 

Do you want to meet people from all over the world? 

Are you aged 20-26? 

Application packs available from www.quaker.org.uk or from  

Helen Bradford *QUNSS), Friends House, Euston Rd, London, NW1 2BJ, UK 

Email: helenb!quaker.org.uk 

Deadline for applications:  Friday, March 16, 2007 

(Submitted by YM Clerk, Sid Kitchens) 

To subscribe to the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require 

capital letters.).  When you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your name, 

address and phone number.  When you subscribe via e-mail, unless you ask to continue receiving mailed 

copies of the newsletter, your name will be removed from the mailing list.  To subscribe send an email 

to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

To unsubscribe from the newsletter send an email to: VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-

UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this 

newsletter, and/or the meeting list of names, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, 

PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 

 

 

http://www.quaker.org.uk/


The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 

others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the 

meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the 

views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each 

article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 

Deadline for Newsletter next month is 2/21/2007 


