
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER NINTH MONTH 2006 
The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 
 
2006 CALENDAR 
 
10/8/06 8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 
 10:30 AM Worship, First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11 AM 
10/11/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
10/15/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 
 10 AM Adult First Day School 
 10:30 AM Worship 
10/18/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
10/21/06 Representative Body Meeting, Wilmington NC – open to all members and attenders – overnight  

  accommodations are available, and you can coordinate transportation with Charles Ansell 
   6PM School Auction at the Caviler on the Hill 
10/22/0610/15/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 
 10 AM Adult First Day School 
 10:30 AM Worship 
10/25/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
10/26/06 Shelter Meal.  Contact Whit Peace to volunteer Phone- 613-2828  E-mail whitpeace@cox.net 
10/29/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 
 10 AM Adult First Day School 
 10:30 AM Worship 
11/1/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
11/5/06  9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 
 10 AM Adult First Day School 
 10:30 AM Worship 
11/8/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
11/12/06 8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 
 10:30 AM Worship, First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11 AM 

WEEKLY EVCENTS 
Adult Gathering on First Days - 10:00 - We are reading the Pendle Hill pamphlet Bringing God Home: Exploring 
Family Spirituality”.  Call (496 0190) or email (ansellarch@aol.com) Charlie Ansell with questions or suggestions 
concerning our Adult First Day gathering.  Children gather at 9:50 AM. 
Prayer Group.  Meets every Fourth Day evening at 7 PM in the Meetinghouse.  All are welcome. 
=========================================================================== 
FUTURE EVENTS 
12/13/2006 Shelter Meals our Meeting serves in 2006 

Responses to Queries answered last business session 
 
QUERY #2.  Are we faithful in our attendance at meetings for worship and are we careful not to disturb the spirit of 
the meeting by our late arrival?  Is our behavior therein that of open submission to God in silent communion? 
Response:  The low attendance common at meeting for business is a concern.  Being at meeting for business is a 
vital part of our practice.  At regular meetings for worship attendance has been increasing and without disturbance.  
We need to do more to bring new attenders fully into the life of our community. 
 
Query #3 to ponder for next month:  Do we follow the teachings of Jesus and seek the inspiration of His Holy Spirit in 
our daily lives? Are love and unity maintained among us? Do we cultivate a forgiving spirit and do we avoid and 
discourage needless and destructive criticism of others? When differences arise, do we endeavor promptly to resolve 
them in a sprit of love, honesty and humility? 

mailto:ansellarch@aol.com


MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 9/24/2006  
 
Meeting opened at 8:30 with a period of silence.  Eight members and attenders were present at the opening. 

Nominating Committee 
(1) The committee asked for direction in responding to Paula Justice’s laying down the clerkship.  The matter was 
deferred until later in the meeting. 
(2) Patrick Goold has applied to transfer to Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting from Cannon Valley Monthly Meeting in 
Northfield, MN. Charlie Ansell, Louise Wilson and Ruth Ann Childress were appointed to a welcoming committee for 
Patrick.  If completed, his transfer allows his service as recording clerk to continue. 
(3) Norris Spencer has laid down her position as meeting representative to the spiritual life of school committee.  
Nominating committee was asked to find another representative from among the active participants in the spiritual life 
of the meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The report of the Meeting finances for eighth month 200t shows expenses of $938.33 and income of $1984.99.  A 
detailed breakdown was submitted. 
 
Ministry and Oversight 
(1) A Brown Bag Discussion is planned at rise of meeting on 9/17.  The topic of discussion will be an excerpt from the 
Douglas Steere pamphlet “Listening to Another.” 
(2) It was noted that Tom Kennedy is still active in meeting affairs, even though he has transferred his membership to 
Miami Month Meeting.  All present wished to express love and appreciation for Tom’s continued presence and his 
participation in the life of the meeting. 
 
Peace and Social Justice Committee 
(1) “The One Love Festival” which meeting co-sponsored was a diverse, entertaining and even spiritual event. 
Several who attended the gathering praised it and called it very successful.  Meeting appreciates Whit Peace for his 
central role in making this event happen. 
(2) Meeting had an information table at “The One Love Festival.”   A need for better materials about Quakerism and 
updated information about our meeting for distribution at such gatherings was noted.  Nancy Craft and Louise Wilson 
will gather existing literature about Quakerism.  Ministry and Oversight Committee is asked to consider generating a 
small, effective pamphlet specifically about Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting. 
 
Attention returned to the matter of Paula Justice laying down the position of clerk of meeting.  Two different questions 
were discerned: 
(1) What do we do about the clerkship right away?  It was agreed to fill the position with a series of “acting clerks” for 
the time being rather than to appoint a new clerk of meeting.  It was also agreed to supplement the clerkship with a 
support committee to provide continuity.  Peggy Rommen responded to the call to serve as acting clerk for the next 
month. Charlie Ansell, Nancy Craft and Patrick Goold were appointed to be the support committee. 
(2) How do we respond to Paula?  The following letter was drafted and Andy Young and Louise Rothrock were 
charged with delivering it to Paula. 

 
Dear Paula, 
Thank you for your dedicated clerkship.  You served with integrity, clearly speaking the truth as 
you saw it.   Your style of clerking was much valued.  There were no hidden agendas.  You kept 
us informed about the wider world of Quakerism and served as a thread linking the work of 
committees and individuals.  We draw much from your vocal ministry.  As you hold us, so we 
hold you in the light. 
In the spirit of love, 
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

 
Meeting concluded with a period of silence. 
Grace LeClair, acting Clerk and Patrick Goold, acting Recording Clerk 



From Whit Peace  - Reserve your seat now for:  
King Salim Khalfani to be Honored as Richmond Peacemaker of the Year 
The Richmond Peace Education Center (RPEC) has selected King Salim Khalfani, executive director of the Virginia 
NAACP, to be honored as this year’s recipient of its Peacemaker of the Year award. The award will be presented at 
the Peace Center’s annual dinner and auction, Friday, October 27 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
Khalfani has worked for peace and justice in Richmond and throughout the Commonwealth for more than twenty 
years. In 1983 he served as part-time associate director of the Richmond Peace Education Center, while also 
working to organize opposition to the death penalty. Since that time, during his long tenure with the NAACP, Khalfani 
has worked in coalition with the Peace Center and many other local, state and national organizations, including the 
ACLU, Youth for Social Change, the Virginia Anti-War Coalition and many others to promote racial and economic 
justice, equality for all, and a more peaceful community and world. 
Khalfani has devoted his life to these efforts. He has taken on a broad range of issues including ending Apartheid in 
South Africa; addressing the low number of African-Americans on commercial television; taking Virginia to task for 
continuing to honor Confederate deeds; putting an end to racial profiling and police brutality, the death penalty and 
the war in Iraq.  
Khalfani reminds us of the connections between the poverty in our cities and the choices our elected and appointed 
leaders make; the relationships between money spent on military adventures and the lack of funding for essential 
social programs. He is both thoughtful and straightforward in his public presentations, and tireless in keeping 
important, uncomfortable issues before the citizens of Virginia. The Richmond Peace Education Center is proud to 
recognize King Salim Khalfani’s years of public service with its Peacemaker of the Year award. 

Reservations to attend the October awards ceremony can be made by calling the Peace Center at 804-232-
1002 or by emailing reservations@rpec.org. 
Paul Fleisher, assistant to the director Richmond Peace Education Center www.rpec.org 

Message from Steve of Norfolk Catholic worker.  They are looking to Friends to maybe provide a venue and an 
audience on 10/23 or 10/24.  This is about the death penalty and is an initiative of Virginians for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty – VADP http://www.vadp.org/ 
 
Friends, 
We could use another 20 venues for Murder Victims Families for Reconciliation to tell their stories over 
Mon. & Tues. Oct. 23 & 24. The Journey of Hope will speak to community groups, schools, church groups, 
anyone who can gather at least 20 people to hear how the death penalty has been part of their lives, at any 
time during those two days. Please check out their website, journeyofhope.org and pass on this email to 
any friend you think may want to help. 
  peace,  Steve 
 

From Nancy Craft  
 
A Peggy Rommen and I attended the Southeast Regional Gathering of the Friends World Committee for Consultation 
– Section of the Americas Gathering at Jamestown North Carolina a few weeks ago.  We joined friends from our 
yearly meeting along with friends from Southeastern YM, Southern Appalachian YM, Baltimore YM and North 
Carolina  - FUM YM.  This gathering was open to everyone.  We were led by Debbie Parker and Bill Jeffries of our 
YM along with Paul Mitchell of the NC-FUM YM in a discussion of national and international issues relating to the 
violence of torture.  We left with a sense that we as individuals can respond to questions better on why we as 
Quakers have opposed violence and torture in the past and continue with this witness.  Quakers around the world 
have been and continue to pray for guidance on how our lives speak to our values of peace.  This gathering gave us 
a variety of resources and “tools” to work for peace.  I thank the presenters and participants for sharing their 
experiences on this topic.  The FWCC Section of the Americas committee with concerns relating to torture held a 
conference in sixth month 2006 in Greensboro NC and is planning another conference next summer to continue 
these discussions.

http://www.rpec.org/


 
To subscribe to the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require capital letters.).  
When you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your name, address and phone number.  
When you subscribe via e-mail, unless you ask to continue receiving mailed copies of the newsletter, your name will 
be removed from the mailing list.  To subscribe send an email to: 
VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 
To unsubscribe from the newsletter send an email to: 
VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 
Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, and/or 
the meeting list of names, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23454. 
=========================================================================== 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others 
interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other 
articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting 
the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the 
information represents the opinion of the meeting. 
******************The Deadline for next month’s newsletter is 10/19/2006!!!******************** 
 


