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The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2006 CALENDAR 

8/30/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

9/3/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

9/6/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

9/9/06 10 AM Human Rights Celebration, sponsored by the Church Women United.  The location is the  

 Holy Family Catholic Church, 1396 Lynnhaven Parkway, Prayer Service begins at 10:30 AM 

Refreshments will be brunch type food with coffee and juice. 

9/9/06 7 PM One Love Festival, A World Peace Interfaith Music and Art Extravaganza 

Location: Virginia Wesleyan College, Boyd Dining Center 

9/10/06 8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

 10:30 AM Worship.  First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM 

9/13/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

9/16/06 River Cleanup – two spots this day: Moose Lodge on Lynnhaven Parkway and the London 

Bridge site of the Lynnhaven River. Contact Whit Peace to volunteer whitpeace@cox.net 

9/17/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

 12:00 Brown Bag Lunch and discussion of Douglas Steer’s “Listening to One Another” 

9/20/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

9/22-24/2006 FWCC Southeast Regional Gathering, Jamestown Meeting, North Carolina 

9/24/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

 10:30 AM Worship 

9/27/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

10/1/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11 AM 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

 10:30 AM Worship 

10/4/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

10/8/06 8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

WEEKLY EVENTS 
Adult Gathering on First Days - 10:00 - We are reading the Pendle Hill pamphlet Bringing God Home: 

Exploring Family Spirituality”.  Call (496 0190) or email (ansellarch@aol.com) Charlie Ansell with 

questions or suggestions concerning our Adult First Day gathering.  Children gather at 9:50 AM. 

Prayer Group.  Meets every Fourth Day evening at 7 PM in the Meetinghouse.  All are welcome. 

=========================================================================== 

FUTURE EVENTS 

10/5/2006 EHR Justice Banquet and Celebration.  Join other local congregations in celebrating our 

successes!  Tom Kennedy and Nancy Craft will have tickets and details soon. 

10/26/2006 & 12/13/2006 Shelter Meals our Meeting serves in 2006 

Responses to Queries answered last business session 

QUERY #1. Do we faithfully uphold our testimony for worship which is based on silent waiting, and for free and 

unprogrammed ministry that may be shared by all?  Is there a living silence in which we feel drawn together by the 

Light of Christ, the power of God in our midst; and is this inspiration carried over into our daily lives?  Do we 

come to Meeting with hearts and minds open and ready to worship in silence or in vocal ministry or prayer as the 

Holy Spirit leads us?  Does our meeting encourage those who may have a gift for the spoken ministry? 

Response: The silence has spoken to us this year and a vocal ministry emerged faithful to this silence.  We 

pray that in 8th month of 2007 we may look back and see that we continued to deepen our silent worship 

and the vocal ministry coming from it.  Bringing the inspiration of our worship into daily life and 

especially into our work with outside groups remains more challenging. 

mailto:ansellarch@aol.com


Query #2 to ponder for the next Business Meeting QUERY #2 Are we faithful in our attendance at 

meetings for worship and are we careful not to disturb the spirit of the meeting by our late arrival?  Is our 

behavior therein that of open submission to God in silent communion? 

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 8/13/06 

Meeting opened at 8:30AM with 9 members and attenders present with Wes Cheney acting as Clerk. 

 Nominating Committee report. The committee asked the Meeting to approve the nomination of 

Patrick Goold for Recording Clerk, noting that his nomination is unusual in that he is not a member of 

this Monthly Meeting.  Meeting approved having Patrick act as Recording Clerk for this Meeting.  Patrick 

was asked to consider asking for sojourner status or moving his membership to VBMM so that he could 

be fully active in the life of the Meeting.  The matter will be revisited in 9th Month. 

Janice Ansell will convene the Youth Education Committee. 

Community Service Committee will be meeting this month to choose a convener. 

 School Report. Head of School gave a detailed report.  He was closely questioned concerning the 

investment strategy of the endowment. 

SC opened the meeting by responding to a query. 

Admissions.  As of this writing, enrollment is 140 with 44 outstanding contracts, and 17 active prospects.  

We set the budget for 210 students with the understanding that replacing consecutive senior classes of 

20+ students would be a challenge. 

Development.  The back to school edition of the Friendly News will be mailed by August 20
th

. 

Facilities. William Hall has been working on summer maintenance projects and will be joined by T. Ben 

this month.  T. Jeff has moved the computer lab into the Satellite and T. Dana has moved to the Wilson 

Center.  Michael Podkowka built book cases in her room to hold all of the English textbooks.  Omni 

Communication will replace the faulty fire pull stations in Fox and Woolman since the Annex will be 

staying another year.  Beach Cleaning is working around the camp schedule.  They have started to do the 

floors and rugs in the Upper School 

Staffing.  I still need to hire an Upper School science teacher and am collecting resumes.  I am sad to 

report that T. Dana has resigned from her US English position to take a job at Catholic High that will pay 

her $11,000 more than our offer.  I have two strong candidates for the second grade position. 

Summer Camp. T. Megan has done a wonderful job of controlling expenses and staffing so the school 

will make about $9,000. 

Regarding School Committee Meeting Evaluations (to replace the Meeting Effectiveness Surveys), each 

person attending the school committee meeting will give a one word comment about the effectiveness of 

the meeting to get a general sense of the meeting.  More detailed comments will be tracked by the 

Committee on Trustees. 

B&F. School Committee approved the liquidation of the Wilbanks, Smith and Thomas (WST) investment 

account and has moved the assets in our money market account with Monarch Bank until we decide how 

to manage the investment funds. 

 Treasurer's Report.  The report covers both 6th and 7th month.  Overall income for the year is 

consistent with the budget.  Rent and interest income are above budgeted projections.  Expenses for 

electricity are significantly above budget for the year with four months remaining.  Quaker travel and 

Sufferings expenses are offset by restricted gifts.  The Meeting approved exceeding the budget on 2 items: 

the addition of the Golf Tournament sponsorship and an additional gift to Quaker House.  The excessive 

electricity bill was discussed.  Treasurer said a note had been sent to Building and Grounds asking them to 

consider conservation methods.  The fact that our system involves a manual damper to direct cooling 

either up- or downstairs was noted.  It was agreed that Building and Grounds should post instructions for 

the proper use of the system at appropriate points. 

 Treasurer reported for the Finance/Investment Committee.  "After reviewing the investments we 

determined to stop the distribution of dividends from the Calvert Social Bond Fund into our checking 

account and to allow the dividends to reinvest so the fund is able to grow."  Increased giving from 

members and attenders made this move possible. 

 Yearly Meeting Report.  Attending from MEO were Louise Rothrock, Louise Wilson, Nancy 

Craft and Charlie and Janis Ansell.  Other Virginia Beach Friends also attended.  Approximately one third 

of the Friends attending Yearly Meeting were not members of NCYM (Conservative).  Opportunities for 



worship were at times curtailed.  It is hoped that there will be more scheduled opportunities in the future.  

Friends were pleased to see that Wilmington Friends are planning a formal children's program for 2007 

YM, which is to be held at the University of North Carolina, Wilmington.  Friends are encouraged to 

think about YM throughout the year, especially as they make vacation plans, and to take part in the 

planning as led.  Other highlights included Deborah Fish's excellent keynote presentation, an enriching 

reading of the Meeting responses to the queries, and Louise Wilson's presentation of letters and journals 

written by weighty Friends.  Friends are encouraged to maintain the Quaker tradition of letter-writing and 

journaling.  Those who attended YM felt particularly blessed to be able to share the bountiful lunch of 

First Day with the wider community in Woodland. 

 Sufferings. Bess Sannino and Grace LeClair have thanked the Meeting for moral and spiritual 

support as well as help from the Sufferings fund.  Pat Phelan Young asked Meeting to be mindful of this 

fund and the need for its replenishment. 

A letter from Mississippi Death Row inmate Robert Simon was brought to our attention.  Friends are 

urged to read it.  Mr. Simon is confined in isolation and seeks connection with others on the outside.  The 

letter will be forwarded to Peace and Social Concerns and reprinted in the newsletter. 

 MEO report. August 27 First Day there will be a baby welcoming ceremony at the rise of Meeting 

for Abigayle Cheney, Landon Luzak and Mackenzie Hofheimer. 

There will be a Brown Bag Discussion on September 17 at the rise of Meeting.  Part of Douglas Steere's 

pamphlet "Listening to One Another" will be discussed. 

 First Day School Committee is preparing a program for the year ahead.  Members and attenders 

will be asked to be guest speakers.  Substitute teachers are needed for many dates.  Volunteers to care for 

babies are also needed. 

 Closing. Meeting ended at 10:18 after a period of silence. 

Wes Cheney, acting Clerk and Patrick Goold, acting Recording Clerk 

========================================================================== 
From Whit Peace 

A BIG DEAL! – gather your family and friends and bring them out on 9/9 to the One Love Festival.  There are a 

bunch of cool people that I want you to meet.  Quakers are not alone in wanting and working for a better world.  

And when you meet new people there tell them how much fun it is doing river cleanups and serving at JCOC!  

Actually, I am looking for extra volunteers to work a VB Friends Meeting table to tell the others about our work in 

Peace and Social Justice and Community Service. 

One Love Festival – A World Peace Interfaith Music & Arts Extravaganza on September 9, 2006 in Boyd Dining 

Center at Virginia Wesleyan College in Norfolk .from 7-pm until we stop - held in the Boyd Dining Center of 

Virginia Wesleyan College 

The Festival Mission Statement: Although conflict distracts us, humanity longs for a way to reconcile our 

differences. As we approach the fifth anniversary of the violence of September 11, 2001, we put our hands and 

hearts together to work toward a planet restored and a community united in hope. 

We seek common ground as we of diverse faiths, backgrounds and ages gather to plan, stage, perform and enjoy the 

We see this work as a beginning toward demonstrating a model of unity in diversity, removing barriers, opening a 

way toward understanding, cultivating new friendships and fostering a closer interfaith community. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reserve your seat now for:  

King Salim Khalfani to be Honored as Richmond Peacemaker of the Year 

The Richmond Peace Education Center (RPEC) has selected King Salim Khalfani, executive director of the 

Virginia NAACP, to be honored as this year’s recipient of its Peacemaker of the Year award. The award will be 

presented at the Peace Center’s annual dinner and auction, Friday, October 27 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 

Khalfani has worked for peace and justice in Richmond and throughout the Commonwealth for more than twenty 

years. In 1983 he served as part-time associate director of the Richmond Peace Education Center, while also 

working to organize opposition to the death penalty. Since that time, during his long tenure with the NAACP, 

Khalfani has worked in coalition with the Peace Center and many other local, state and national organizations, 

including the ACLU, Youth for Social Change, the Virginia Anti-War Coalition and many others to promote racial 

and economic justice, equality for all, and a more peaceful community and world. 

Khalfani has devoted his life to these efforts. He has taken on a broad range of issues including ending Apartheid in 

South Africa; addressing the low number of African-Americans on commercial television; taking Virginia to task 



for continuing to honor Confederate deeds; putting an end to racial profiling and police brutality, the death penalty 

and the war in Iraq.  

Khalfani reminds us of the connections between the poverty in our cities and the choices our elected and appointed 

leaders make; the relationships between money spent on military adventures and the lack of funding for essential 

social programs. He is both thoughtful and straightforward in his public presentations, and tireless in keeping 

important, uncomfortable issues before the citizens of Virginia. The Richmond Peace Education Center is proud to 

recognize King Salim Khalfani’s years of public service with its Peacemaker of the Year award. 

Reservations to attend the October awards ceremony can be made by calling the Peace Center at 804-232-

1002 or by emailing reservations@rpec.org. 

Paul Fleisher, assistant to the director Richmond Peace Education Center www.rpec.org 

=========================================================================== 

To subscribe to the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require 

capital letters.).  When you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your name, 

address and phone number.  When you subscribe via e-mail, unless you ask to continue receiving mailed 

copies of the newsletter, your name will be removed from the mailing list.  To subscribe send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

To unsubscribe from the newsletter send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this 

newsletter, and/or the meeting list of names, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, 

PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 

=========================================================================== 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 

others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the 

meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the 

views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article 

is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 

******************The Deadline for next month’s newsletter is 9/19/2006!!!******************** 


