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The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2006 CALENDAR 

5/26/06 School Closed 

5/28/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

5/29/06 School Closed 

5/31/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/2/06  No ES/LS school classes 

6/4/06  9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

6/7/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/9/06 Last day of school – ends at noon 

6/10/06 School Graduation 2PM 

6/11/06 8:00 AM Waiting worship to prepare Business 

8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

 10:30 AM Worship, First Day school for children.  Age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

6/14/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/18/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

6/21/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/25/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11:00 AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 Meeting for singing at the rise of Worship 

6/26/08 School summer program begins 

6/28/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

7/2/06 06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11:00 AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

 10:30 AM Worship 

7/5/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

7/9/06 06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11:00 AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 NOTE:  No Business this month! 

=========================================================================== 

WEEKLY EVENTS 
Adult Gathering on First Days - 10:00 - We are reading the Pendle Hill pamphlet Bringing God Home: 

Exploring Family Spirituality”.  Call (496 0190) or email (ansellarch@aol.com) Charlie Ansell with 

questions or suggestions concerning our Adult First Day gathering.  Children gather at 9:50 AM. 

Prayer Group.  Meets every Fourth Day evening at 7 PM in the Meetinghouse.  All are welcome. 

=========================================================================== 

EVENTS 

6/2-4/2006 Quaker Conference On Torture, Guilford College, Greensboro NC See Meetinghouse bulletin 

board or go to the web site:  www. For details and registration. 

http://fwccamericas.org/events/2006quit.shtml 

7/12-16/06 North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Murfreesboro NC, Chowan College 

9/22-24/2006 FWCC Southeast Regional Gathering, Jamestown Meeting, North Carolina 

10/26/2006 & 12/13/2006 Shelter Meals our Meeting serves in 2006 

mailto:ansellarch@aol.com


Query #9:  Our Manner of Living. 

Are we mindful of Friends testimonies against alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and other harmful drugs; and 

do we refrain from using them or dealing with them, realizing that abstinence is the clearest witness 

against overindulgence? Do we seek to avoid all kinds of gambling and places of diversion that tend to be 

demoralizing? Do we keep in mind how diverse and widespread are the temptations to grow richer at the 

expense of others? Are we faithful to our testimony against taking oaths? 

Response.  The query calls us to follow the truth within us.  We should extend our commitment to do no 

harm and take responsibility to uncover the harm in apparently innocent actions.  We acknowledge that 

abstinence as a form of witness applies not just to whether we drink or not but to our whole lives.  As for 

growing rich at the expense of others: Meeting invests only in socially responsible funds. 

=========================================================================== 

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 4/9/06 

Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 

 

Meeting for Worship With Attention to Business Fifth Month 14 2006 

Meeting began at 0830 with a period of silence.  9 members and attenders present. 

 

Treasurer’s report.  Treasurer submitted a detailed written report. Overall, income for 4
th

 month exceeded 

expenses by $350.32. 

 

Nominating Committee. Meeting received a draft of 2006-2007 work assignments.   Convenors of 

committees will be chosen at the first meeting of those committees.  Nominating Committee will arrange 

those initial meetings.  Friends are asked to send corrections to Whit Peace.  Final approval of the work 

assignments will be made next month. 

 

Clearness Committee for Bob Young.  The committee reported that it had not achieved unity and wished 

to return the matter to the Meeting.  The committee was laid down and the matter returned to the Meeting. 

Bob Young spoke of his experience of personal growth in this process but also of his pain and anger.  The 

process seemed to him to be focusing on differences and to be no longer helpful.  Bob’s strength of 

character throughout this process and his loyalty to his own leading were noted.   So, too, was his record 

of good works in the Meeting.  There was a sense of unease with the outcome of the committee’s work, 

which did not culminate in unity.  Friends were reminded that Quakerism is a religion of experience rather 

than one built on doctrine.  We were called to become more articulate about who we are and to exercise 

our hearts and minds toward the spirit of the living God that is the true source of unity.  Friends spoke of 

ways in which the process had worked to yield clearness.  Attention to this matter concluded with an 

expression of gratitude for the work of the committee. 

 

Ministry and Oversight.  Clerk of M&O reported (1) that 25 Friends gathered in the 2
nd

 Brown Bag 

discussion on Fourth Month 2
nd

. The topic of the discussion was “What it means to be a member of the 

Society of Friends.” (2) 20 Friends attended Representative Body on Fourth Month 15.  The theme of the 

gathering was the identity of the conservative thread in the Society of Friends.  The committee wished to 

thank Charlie Ansell and Pat Phelan Young for organizing this event. (3) Paula Justice and Andy Young 

met with Robert Pownall, a member of Hopewell/Winchester Meeting who is in hospice care nearby.  He 

has invited Friends to visit with him regularly.  Friends are asked to contact Paula or Andy to coordinate 

visits.   M&O asked Meeting to approve a request by Charlie Ansell for a traveling minute to travel in the 

ministry with Lloyd Lee Wilson to New England Yearly Meeting.  It was asked that the minute remain 

effective for one year.  Meeting approved.  Nancy Craft requested a traveling minute for going to Ohio 

Yearly Meeting and other venues.  Meeting approved.  M&O asked that Andy Young’s name be advanced 

in his process toward eldership.  Meeting will consider this again next month. 

 

Clerk read a letter from Peggy Rommen asking to be admitted to membership.  A Clearness Committee 

was appointed.  It consists of Charlie Ansell, Nancy Craft, Paula Justice and Louise Rothrock. 

Meeting received a detailed School Committee report. 



Births.  Meeting is happy to report the birth of son, Landon Barone Luzak, to Marisa Barone and Ryan 

Luzak on 4/16/06, and daughter Abigayle Cheney to Wes and Jennifer Cheney on 3/16/06. 

 

A memorial service under the care of the meeting was held for Rosemary Chute on Third Month 18, 2006.  

Rosemary was the much beloved first grade teacher at Friends School for the past 15 years. 

 

Meeting closed at 10:30 with a period of silence. 

 

Paula Justice, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Acting Recording Clerk 

 

========================================================================== 

 

Queries to ponder for the next Business Meeting 

 

QUERY #10 –  Harmony with Nature.  Do we endeavor to live in harmony with nature? Are we careful in 

our stewardship of the world’s irreplaceable resources? 

QUERY #11 – Social Justice and Equality.  Do we reverence that of God in every human being with 

concern for the needs of each individual? Are we seeking to rectify existing social injustice and racial 

discrimination in our local communities and in the world at large? 

QUERY #12 – Outreach:  Do we welcome newcomers and non-members to our meetings?  Are they 

encouraged to share in Meeting activities and to consider membership when they are in agreement with 

the principles and practices of Friends?  Are our younger members appointed to committees and 

encouraged to share in other responsibilities of the Meeting?  Do we visit one another frequently, 

remembering those who may be lonely?  Does this visitation and caring extend beyond the members of 

our own Meeting? 

 

========================================================================= 

News from T. Muff about a former Friends School graduate! 

Captain Mara Ellen Lee: 
Mara has just received her United States Coast Guard, U.S. merchant Marine officer 100 ton Captains 

License. 

She is the master of steam, motor or sail vessels upon these seas. 

Mara is T. Muffs daughter and has gone through the Friends Program from Cottage to 12 grade 

graduating class of 2001 from VBFS. She gained her sense of self and her wonderful spirit from her 

Quaker education experiences here at Friends. 

Mara now drives the Spirit of Norfolk and on occasion the Portsmouth Ferry.  She will be the captain 

when our seniors take their senior trip next month on the Spirit.  Mara has had offers from the Maryland 

Pilots and Private yachts, destinations Greece and Australia. 

She is one of the very few female captains in these waters.  A Big Hooray to Captain Mara Ellen Lee 

soccrgrl18@hotmail.com  

========================================================================= 

NOTE:  There is NO newsletter scheduled for Seventh month so please submit information for the 

summer now!  Deadline for the next newsletter submissions is 6/22/2006 and hopefully come out by 

6/26/06. 

=========================================================================== 

Did you know you may also subscribe to the North Carolina Yearly Meeting lists?  Adults may subscribe 

to the list for members/attenders use this address:  ncymc-l-subscribe@ncymc.org 

Young adults have their own list: Send email to:  ncymcya-l-subscribe@ncymc.org 

Youth – teens also have their own list:  ncymcy-l-subscribe@ncymc.org 

There is a fourth list open to all persons who wish to explore conservative friends faith and practice as 

experienced in the life of North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative). Send email to  

practice-l-subscribe@ncymc.org 

mailto:atsoccrgrl18@hotmail.com


To subscribe to the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require 

capital letters.).  When you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your name, 

address and phone number.  When you subscribe via e-mail, unless you ask to continue receiving mailed 

copies of the newsletter, your name will be removed from the mailing list.  To subscribe send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

To unsubscribe from the newsletter send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this 

newsletter, and/or the meeting list of names, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, 

PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 

=========================================================================== 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 

others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the 

meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the 

views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article 

is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 


