
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER FIRST MONTH 2006 

The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2006 CALENDAR 

2/1/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/5/06 9:50 AM First Day for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11:00 AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

 10:30 AM Worship 

2/8/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/12/06 8:00 ARE Waiting worship to prepare Business 

8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

 10:30 AM Worship.  First Day school for children.  Age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

2/15/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/17/06 No school classes today. 

 7 PM, Danny Malec speaks on Restorative Justice at Sacred Heart Church a HRNN program. 

2/19/06 9:50 AM First Day School for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

2/20/06 No school classes today. 

2/22/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/26/06 9:50 AM First Day for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

Meeting for Singing at the rise of worship 

3/1/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/3/06 No Early or Lower school classes today. 

3/5/06 9:50 AM First Day for children, children age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

 10 AM Adult First Day School 

10:30 AM Worship 

3/8/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/9/06 Meeting serves the meal at the JCOC Shelter.  Contact Whit Peace to assist. whitpeace@cox.net 

3/10/06 No school classes today, Faculty Development for Friends School held in North Carolina 

3/12/06 8:00 AM Waiting worship to prepare Business 

8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

 10:30 AM Worship, First Day school for children.  Age 7+ join worship at 11AM. 

======================================================================= 

WEEKLY EVENTS - Meeting for Worship with the school, 5
th

 and 6
th

 days 9 AM except the last 

week of the month when everyone will meet in the Wilson Center at 9AM only on the 6
th

 day morning. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

First Day School:  With the exception of the second first day of the month, The older First Day School 

students have chosen to learn about Quakers and the faith of the Religious Society of Friends through 

studying the lives of famous Quakers.  We will use the book Quakers on the Move: A Storybook of 

Quaker History from 1652 to Today as well as supplemental literature and activities. 

The 4 to 6 year olds, when we have any, will be learning about friendship using the Obadiah books and 

other age-appropriate literature and activities.  The very youngest children will be teaching all of us about 

the joys of a simple life. Individuals interested in participating either as students or adult helpers may 

contact Janis Ansell at 496-0190 or jansell@whro.net for more information.  Students who are aged 6 and 

older join Meeting for Worship between 11:00 and 11:15.  The youngest participants join in at 11:30 for 

introductions, announcements and the refreshments that follow. 

Adult Gathering on First Days - 10:00 - For the first half of the year we will be reading a Pendle Hill 

pamphlet during the week and discussing it when we gather.  The first pamphlet will be “Bringing God 

Home: Exploring Family Spirituality”.  Call (496 0190) or email (ansellarch@aol.com) Charlie Ansell 

with questions or suggestions concerning our Adult First Day gathering. 

========================================================================== 

mailto:jansell@whro.net
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Query #6:  Growth of Our Children:  Do we endeavor by example and precept to cultivate in our children 

a sense of openness and expectancy about life, and to aid them in their growth in spiritual understanding 

and moral discernment?  Do we share with them the faith that guides the practice of Friends, while 

encouraging them to develop their religious insights as the Spirit of God may lead them? 

Response to Query: So many of our children are not active as Quakers on the role call, but are 

truly active in Friends principles. We endeavor to cultivate an environment where children can find their 

own way and be held in love and care, providing for them a center to go out from.  Our children are 

brought up in our faith and live into something broader than membership and yet grounded in the 

principles of the Religious Society of Friends. 

We honor the efforts and commitment of those in our Meeting who are drawing an increasing 

number of children into the Meeting and who are participating in the life of the school. Having 

relationships with people in the Meeting transmits a deep experience of Quakerism beyond words or 

tenets. The connection with members and attenders provides for many children a chance to learn and 

share practical ways to live peacefully and lovingly.  

======================================================================= 

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 1/11/2006 

The Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends convened for Meeting for 

Worship with Attention to Business on 1
st
 Month 8. Some 13 members, attenders, and visitors were 

present when Meeting commenced. 

School Report - Jacquie Whitt-Linsly was hired as interim Director of Admissions while the search 

continues for a permanent Director this spring.  The certificate of incorporation for the VBFS Foundation 

has been received.  Plans for the golf tournament fundraiser this spring are falling into place.  Megan 

DuBois received word the $5000 Shoemaker grant application was accepted.  A $3000. grant with the 

Junior League to fund a faculty professional development day with Leonard Sax has been submitted.  The 

"T. Jane Book Award" was a success and Garland Waller intends to make it an annual event.  Jon Alden 

has been meeting with interested candidates for the VBFS Foundation.  Thanks to the support and effort 

of the FSCA, Powell-McClellan Lumber delivered wood and Trex decking for the LS playground.  

Denise Gruccio has taken over science and two sections of math for T. William in Middle School.  T. Jon 

is now doing the MS Quaker Studies class.  We have an agreement for an insurance company to take our 

account for property, liability and auto insurance.  While increasing our umbrella coverage to 1 million 

dollars we saved $8,000 compared to last year’s insurance.  Peace week was very successful and 

culminated with a Hunger Banquet on Friday.  The Committee would like to thank the Peace and Social 

Justice Committee for its help organizing this week.  The school committee continues to look for an 

Alumni representative for School Committee.  Whit Peace has resigned from School Committee.  Budget 

and Finance Committee is  working on a preliminary budget for the 2006-07 school year and are 

proposing a tuition increase between 4-6% and a 5% increase in salaries.  Full School Committee will 

review the proposed budget in 2
nd

 month.  The next major building projects should be the Cottage and 

Art/Music buildings (pending any unforeseen problems arising from other buildings).  The exact priority 

could depend on the availability of grants for specific purposes.  

Treasurer’s Report - The Meeting concluded the 2005 year in a stronger financial position than expected. 

In Twelfth Month income totaled $3784.42 with $3115 of that total coming from contributions of 

members and attenders. Expenses for the month were $663.66 leaving a positive cash flow of $3120.76. 

Income for the year was above budgeted expectations in all categories except “Sale of Materials”. 

Overall, expenses were under budget although both library and newsletter expenses were over budget. Of 

the three Outreach areas that appear to be over budget, two (FCNL signs and Norfolk Catholic Worker) 

were offset by donations and sales that contribute to the overall income being above budget. The 

summary of 2005 donations shows that the Meeting received financial support from 41 members and 

attenders. As it is not possible to determine the identity of cash contributors, individuals who choose to 

donate in that way are not reflected in the count. Friends will note that donations to the cash box for 2005 

were significantly above expectations. 

 Looking forward to 2006 we can expect lower rental income as the “late-night” AA group has 

disbanded and the new group requesting space on First Day evenings did not come together as expected. 

Payment of expenses is current as of this date 2006 including the annual contribution to Yearly Meeting. 



All gifts to the Meeting are necessary and appreciated. It is especially helpful that some families choose to 

make regular giving a habit as it spreads income over the year, thus making it easier to pay the monthly 

expenses of the Meeting. 

Peace and Social Justice - Peace Day was held on First Month 6, with events including an all-school 

meeting, Hunger Banquet and Upper School break-out sessions on peace and social justice themes. It was 

a transformative experience for all of those who worked on it, as well as those who participated. Deep 

learning that began in the banquet continued in the reflection time afterward and is ongoing. 

Newsletter - Meeting approved Nancy Craft and Grace LeClair to communicate with Friends concerning 

how they would like to receive the newsletter. The Meeting is mindful that the cost of printing and 

mailing the newsletter provides jobs with dignity to people with disabilities. 

Bob Young Membership - Meeting approved sending Bob Young’s request for membership back to the 

Clearness Committee to discern whether the committee has unity to bring forward a recommendation to 

Meeting.  The committee consists of Bob Clapp, Wes Cheney, Louise Wilson, Gwynne Wells, Andy 

Young and Janis Ansell.  Meeting approved Steve Wynkoop’s attendance as an observer, as well as 

Marguerite Young’s attendance when Bob Young is present.  Paula Justice has resigned from the 

committee. 

Meeting closed with Silent Worship to reconvene in Second Month if consistent with Divine Will. 

Paula Justice, Clerk and Grace LeClair, Recording Clerk 

======================================================================= 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

4/15/06  Representative Body Meeting at Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting, VA. Beach VA 

 YM Ministry & Oversight sponsored retreat following Representative Body Meeting (Lunch 

and Supper hosted by Meeting.  Contact Charles Ansell to assist.)7/12-16/06 North Carolina Yearly 

Meeting, Murfreesboro NC, Chowan College 

Shelter Meals our Meeting serves in 2006:  3/9/2006, 10/26/2006 and 12/13/2006 

Rosemary Chute, a talented teacher at Friends School died 1/24/2006.  Rosemary was well known around 

the Meeting and School as the first grade teacher.  She spent the last 12 years of her teaching career with 

our school and retired in 2002.  She will long be remembered by her students and peers.  A memorial 

service for Teacher Rosemary will be held on 3/18/2006 at 10 A.M. in the meeting house.  Many thanks 

to her many friends who prayed with and for her, supported and assisted her these past several months. 

========================================================================= 

Report:  The Opening Ceremony of the 6
th

 Annual Season for Nonviolence 1/30/2006 sponsored by the 

Hampton Roads Network for Nonviolence (HRNN) took place on this cool balmy evening at the Martin 

Luther King Jr. Park in Norfolk.  There were about 40 persons attending and speakers representing several 

faith traditions.  Tom Kennedy spoke for the Quaker values of “That of God in Every Person” and how 

this helps center us on the importance of treating everyone with respect and to seek justice for all peoples.  

The next scheduled event is 7 P.M. 2/17/2006 at the Sacred Heart Catholic Church when Danny Malec 

will speak on Restorative Justice.  We encourage as many folks as possible to join us. The Closing 

Ceremony for the Season for Nonviolence will be at 6PM 4/4/2006.  Put this date on your calendar now. 

(submitted by the editor, Nancy Craft) 

Report:  The meeting hosted the JCOC Shelter meal on 1/25/2006.  It was a joyful occasion with many 

participants.  School families, especially from Lower School and Teacher Sandy’s class mobilized the 

school community and we had approximately 35 folks assisting, about half of them children!  A great 

time was had by all, and those who enjoyed the meal send many thanks for the wonderful meal.  We have 

an opportunity to serve again 3/9/2006, so contact Whit to let him know if you plan to assist! 425-8440 

(Submitted by editor, Nancy Craft) 

========================================================================= 

School Event!  This spring the school’s fund raiser will be a Golf Tournament on 5/15/2006, the 

afternoon of Grandparent’s Day.  For the non-golfers, there will be an opportunity to enjoy an evening of 

dining with the golfers and others who support our school.  Contact Lisa Wynkoop to volunteer 

assistance, to sell ads or to round up the golfers for this school event. 430-9378 dckoops1@cox.net. 

=========================================================================== 
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SIMPLE ways you can help the school.  A container is in the Meetinghouse Library to receive these slips! 

1. Turn in your FARM FRESH and KROGER cash register receipts.  One percent of total purchases will be given to the 

school in educational merchandise. 

2. Register your VIC card with the number, 1347, at HARRIS TEETER and the school will receive two percent of the 

total purchases of STORE BRAND ITEMS. 

3. Keep bringing in the CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS (www.labelsforeducation.com) and tell your family and friends 

too.  Each label earns points that the school can exchange for educational merchandise and some products earn bonus 

points.  Place the labels in the same container with the grocery tapes! 

4. GENERAL MILLS/BETTY CROCKER/YOPLAIT PRODUCTS box tops, (www.boxtops4education.com).  Each 

box top collected is worth 10 cents in cash for up to $60,000. 

5. TARGET will donate one percent in cash of total purchases of your TRAGET VISA Purchases.  Just designate VBFS 

at the customer service deck. 

6. Cartridges for Kids (www.cartridgesforkids.com) will recycle cell phones and laser and inkjet toner cartridges and pay 

the school cash each month.  Please drop off in the designated boxes located in the school’s development office. 

7. New!  Innisbrook Gift  Wrap & Gifts will donate 50% of the total purchases to our school.  You can order on-line 

www.innisbrook.com (school customer #105784) throughout the year. 

========================================================================== 
To subscribe to the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require capital letters.).  When 

you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your name, address and phone number.  When you subscribe 

via e-mail, unless you ask to continue receiving mailed copies of the newsletter, your name will be removed from the mailing 

list.  To subscribe send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

To unsubscribe from the newsletter send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, and/or the meeting 

list of names, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 

===================================================================== 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in the 

Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the 

meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name of 

the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the 

meeting. 
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