
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER ELEVENTH MONTH 2005 

The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2005 CALENDAR 

11/30/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

11/30 through 12/3/2005 School’s Book Fair in the Meetinghouse, Come and see and shop! 

12/4/05 10:20 AM First Day School age 7 thru adults with children joining worship at 11:30AM. 

 11 AM Worship, Childcare for children younger than 7 years. 

12/7/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

12/11/05  8:30 AM Waiting worship to prepare Business 

 9:00 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

 11 AM Worship, Childcare for children younger than 7 years. 

12/14/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

12/16/05 Last day of school for 2005. 

 6 PM, Meeting serves the JCOC meal, Contact Whit Peace 425-8440 or whitpeace@cox.net 

12/18/05 10:20 AM First Day School age 7 thru adults with children joining worship at 11:30AM. 

 11 AM Worship, Childcare for children younger than 7 years. 

12/21/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

12/22/05 Quaker Women will be meeting at 7 PM in the home of Pat Phalen-Young 

12/24/05 8-12 PM Open worship 

12/25/05 10:20 AM First Day School age 7 thru adults with children joining worship at 11:30AM. 

 11 AM Worship, Childcare for children younger than 7 years. 

 12:15 Meeting for Singing at the rise of worship. 

12/28/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

1/1/06 9:50 AM First Day School age 7 thru adults with children joining worship at 11:30AM. 

 10:30 AM Worship, Childcare for children younger than 7 years. 

1/3/05 School Resumes  

1/4/06 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

1/6/06 Peace Day at Friends School 

1/8/06 8:00 AM Waiting worship to prepare Business 

 8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

 10:30 AM Worship, Childcare for children younger than 7 years. 

======================================================================= 

WEEKLY EVENTS. 

Meeting for Worship with the school, 5
th

 and 6
th

 days 9 AM except the last week of the month when 

everyone will meet in the Wilson Center at 9AM. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

First Day School:  With the exception of the second first day of the month, The older First Day 

School students have chosen to learn about Quakers and the faith of the Religious Society of 

Friends through studying the lives of famous Quakers.  We will use the book Quakers on the Move: 

A Storybook of Quaker History from 1652 to Today as well as supplemental literature and activities. 

The 4 to 6 year olds, when we have any, will be learning about friendship using the Obadiah books 

and other age-appropriate literature and activities.  The very youngest children will be teaching all 

of us about the joys of a simple life. Individuals interested in participating either as students or adult 

helpers may contact Janis Ansell at 496-0190 or jansell@whro.net for more information. 

Currently the adults are discussing the Quaker Peace Testimony.  Children divide into groups for an 

hour of study and activity.  Students who are aged 6 and older join Meeting for Worship between 

11:30 and 11:45.  The youngest participants join in at 12 noon for introductions, announcements 

and the refreshments that follow.  Contact Janis Ansell at jansell@whro.net. 

----------------------------- 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

1/6/06 Peace Day for the School and Meeting – watch for more information. 

4/15/06 Representative Body Meeting at Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting, VA. Beach VA 

7/12-16/06 North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Murfreesboro NC, Chowan College 

mailto:jansell@whro.net
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Query #4: Work of the Meeting.  Do we assume our rightful share in the expenses of our Meeting? 

Do we regard our time, our talents, and our possessions as given to us in trust, and do we use them 

freely for the needs of others? 

Response: A core of people donate their resources, time, and energy to the Meeting, helping to keep 

it going.  The addition of new members in committee work is encouraging and healthy for us.  We 

respond well to the gentle reminders from our treasurer.  Many Friends contribute to the greater 

good of the community at large in ways other than financial.  Who we are and how we behave 

speaks to the community. 

======================================================================= 

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 11/13/2005 

Opening Minute:  Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting Friends Meeting for Worship with Attention 

to Business gathered at 9:00 AM in the Meeting House.  In attendance were some 15 Friends.  The 

Meeting began with waiting silent worship. 

Commercial use of the Meeting Space:  Friends affirmed they are not comfortable with retail sales 

in the upstairs meeting room.  We have appreciated the work of friend Myra Brown in scheduling 

the use of the space and will continue to trust her judgment in following this guideline.  The 

Meeting will continue to wait on deciding whether to ask Book Fair to move elsewhere. 

Changed Meeting for Worship Time:  Friends approved a change in Meeting for Worship from 

11:00 to 10:30 AM, with attention to business to begin at 8:30 AM.  This will be implemented in 

1
st
-Month, 2006.  The Clerk, Buildings & Grounds, and other committees will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

School Committee:  Current enrollment is 208 with 57 in Early School, 54 in Lower School, 42 in 

Middle School, and 55 in upper School.  A little flurry of calls usually come in after the first report 

cards come out from public school.  The current phone-a-thon has raised over $7000 thus far.  The 

annual Fund appeal is being written by T. Kathleen Fogarty this year.  She will make her appeal by 

explaining what Virginia Beach Friends School has meant to her and the impact it has had on her 

life.  We sent a check to the AFSC for over $900 for Hurricane Katrina relief, and expect a few 

hundred more to come in this month.  The Spiritual Life [sub]Committee sponsored a presentation 

entitled “Toward a Clearer View of Quakerism,” for new families on 10/19 which was attended by 

some 33 people.  Final budget figures for fiscal 2005-06 were approved.  At the request of the 

[sub]Committee on Trustees, Meeting approved two new members; Nancy Nixon (a member of the 

Meeting), and John Linsly (parent of two students), increasing the size of the full School Committee 

to ten.   Friends asked that they be given short written bios of nominees when approval is requested.  

Meeting also agreed to “pre-approve” potential future members as way opens.  School Committee 

can then fill specific trustee positions without delay,  informing the Meeting when applicants from 

this pool are named. 

Peace and Social Justice Committee:  hosted their most recent coffeehouse on 11/4, which was 

well attended by students, faculty, and performers.  The Committee will host a brown bag lunch 

with presentation from “Empower Hampton Roads” on 1
st
-Day, 11/20 after the rise of Meeting.  

Empower Hampton Roads is a faith-based coalition seeking affordable housing in the area.  

Committee members had their first planning meeting with Virginia Beach Friends School faculty 

for the 1/6/06 Peace Education Program.  The committee may view a film entitled “Wall,” a part of 

the Naro Theater’s film Festival for Peace in 12
th

-Month.  Afterwards, they would have a discussion 

at a nearby coffee shop.  The date and time will be announced if there is sufficient interest.    

Ministers, Elders, and Overseers:   sponsored a brown bag luncheon discussion following 

meeting for Worship on 10/30.  The discussion was based on the Pendle Hill pamphlet “Creeds & 

Quakers; what’s belief got to do with it” by Robert Griswold.  A lively interchange between friends 

took place for over an hour.  Everyone participated and contributed.  The group agreed they would 

like to continue at another date.  Grace LeClair has agreed to share some of what she has learned at 

Pendle Hill during her year sojourn there.  An announcement will be forthcoming. 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report:  Income is up from increased rent as well as interest and dividends on 

investment of planned gifts.  We have completed our pledged outreach gift to the School and some 

of the others, including the Yearly Meeting, thanks to earmarked donations from members.  Thank 

you! 

Another AA Meeting:  has requested to use the downstairs space.  Friends approved this 5
th

 group, 

which will meet at 7:00 PM on First-day evening.  We will continue to remind all groups to leave 

the space as they find it (or better)! 

New Budget:  Friends considered the budget for calendar year 2006.  Grounds maintenance was 

decreased because the Meeting will hire their own, or use volunteers for those jobs.  The treasurer 

asked us to prayerfully consider whether to increase the large contribution we make to the School.  

Discussion of the budget will continue next month. 

Closing Minute:  Meeting closed with a period of waiting worship, to meet again in 12
th

-Month if 

consistent with Divine Will. 

Paula Justice, Clerk and Andy Young, Acting Recording Clerk 

===================================================================== 

Spiritual Life Committee: A joint task force of representatives from the School’s Spiritual Life 

Committee and Meeting's Peace & Social Justice Committee is planning a Peace Week at Friends 

School, culminating in Peace Day on 1/6/06. The Spiritual Life Committee is also sponsoring 

"Taking Parents Along on the Spiritual Journey: A Course for Parents of Children in Friends 

Schools. Space is still available. Interested VBFS parents may contact Janis Ansell at 496-0190 or 

jansell@whro.net to register. 

======================================================================= 

Finance/Investment Committee: Income is coming in at a pace suggesting that we will meet our 

budgeted obligations for the calendar year. As of Tenth Month 30, 2005 we had received donations 

this year from a total of 33 different individual members and attenders. We have completed our 

budgeted donation of $5700 to Friends School and have begun meeting our other budgeted outreach 

commitments. Thank you for your support of the Meeting through your presence and your financial 

donations. Janis Ansell, Treasurer. 

=================================================================== 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF MEETING TIME CHANGE:  During Meeting for Worship with 

attention to Business, the Meeting agreed to change the time of worship from 11 AM to 10:30 AM 

BEGINNING IN 2006.  All other first day activities will move forward by ½ hour. 

======================================================================= 

School News:  Did you know that Friends School participated in the Neptune Festival Sandcastle 

Classic? 

The sand sculpture was a wonderful community event for Friends. Fun was had by all in each of our 

groups. We had Lower school, Middle school and Upper school participating. It was a perfect day, 

perfect temperature, perfect wind, beautiful clouds and glorious seas. Everyone started off with 

gusto, building the mounds of sand to super heights, packing the sand and shoveling. Lots of hard 

work, but the students continued with great enthusiasm and harmony. It helped our new students 

bond and old students got to know new students too. It was a chance to work together not in a 

classroom setting but in community. The students were proud to be of Friends and building their 

sculptures. I'm always in awe of all the different ages working together to create art 

so harmoniously.   I'm so happy to be with you all .Love T. Muff 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Interested in a very easy way to help the school? 

The school can profit from your Food Lion MVP card! Register your MVP Card with the LionShop 

& Share program at www.foodlion.com  or call 1-704-633-8250 extension 3810 to help raise money 

for our school."      (A note from T. Eileen) 

======================================================================= 

Friends Meeting is serving the meal at the shelter on 12/16/2005.  White Peace is our meeting’s 

representative to JCOC.  Please contact him to assist in preparing and serving this meal!  425-8440 

or whitpeace@cox.net 

mailto:jansell@whro.net
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To subscribe to the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not 

require capital letters.).  When you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your 

name, address and phone number.  When you subscribe via e-mail, unless you ask to continue 

receiving mailed copies of the newsletter, your name will be removed from the mailing list.  To 

subscribe send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

To unsubscribe from the newsletter send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this 

newsletter, and/or the meeting list of names, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends 

Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 

===================================================================== 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 

others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view 

of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and 

reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or 

submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of 

the meeting. 


