
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER FIFTH MONTH 2005 

The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2005 CALENDAR 

5/22/05 10:20 AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship at noon 

 11 AM Worship 

5/25/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

5/27/05 No School 

5/29/05  10:20 AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship by noon. 

 11 AM Worship 

 12:15 AM Meeting for Singing 

5/30/05  No School, Office Closed. 

6/1/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/3/05  No Early and Lower School, Parent Teacher Conferences 

6/5/05  NEW SUMMER HOURS 

9:20AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship at 11 AM. 

10 AM Meeting for Worship 

6/8/05  Intercessory Prayer 

6/10/05 Last day of school. 

6/11/05  2 PM School Graduation  

6/12/05  9:20AM First Day school for everyone.  Children join worship at 11 AM 

  10 AM Meeting for Worship 

  11 AM Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

6/15/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/19/05 9:20 AM First day school for everyone.  Children join worship at 11 AM. 

 10 AM Worship 

6/22/05 7 PM  Intercessory Prayer 

6/26/05 9:20 AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship at 11 AM. 

 10 AM Worship 

 11:15 AM Meeting for Singing 

6/29/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

7/3/05 9:20 AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship at 11 AM. 

 10 AM Worship 

7/6/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

7/10/05 9:20 AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship 11 AM. 

 10 AM Worship  (NO BUSINESS THIS MONTH) 

7/13/05 2 PM Yearly Meeting at Guilford College begins with worship followed by dinner 

7PM Yearly Meeting Ministry and Oversight at Guilford College 

7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

===================================================================== 

EVENTS FOR 2005 

7/13-17/05  Yearly Meeting at Guilford College, Greensboro, NC 

NOTE SPECIAL SUMMER HOURS FOR WORSHIP!!! 

Special Summer Hours for Sixth, Seventh and Eighth months 

Worship at 10AM 

First Day School begins at 9:20 AM 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business at 11 AM on 6/12/05 and 8/14/05. 

 

 

 



WEEKLY EVENTS 

First Day School through firth month:  With the exception of the second first day of the month, children gather at 

10:15 a.m. in the basement of the Meeting House while the adults meet upstairs and then join Meeting for Worship 

at 11:00.  Currently the adults are discussing the Quaker Peace Testimony.  Children divide into groups for an hour 

of study and activity.  Students who are aged 6 and older join Meeting for Worship between 11:30 and 11:45.  The 

youngest participants join in at noon for introductions, announcements and the refreshments that follow.  Contact 

Janis Ansell at jansell@whro.net.  (Note Time changes to one hour earlier starting 6/5/05!) 

New summer hours beginning sixth month.  First day school begins at 9:20 AM! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

QUERY #11 – Do we reverence that of God in every human being with concern for the needs of each individual? 

Are we seeking to rectify existing social injustice and racial discrimination in our local communities and in the 

world at large? 

Response:  Overall we do individually reverence that of God in every individual.  How is this done as a meeting or 

in a group?  We respond individually.  By sharing openly and honestly we can have a better picture of God’s 

intention for us as a community.  As we struggle with membership issues, this query has meaning in reaching unity 

with those who consider membership. 

Social injustice and racial discrimination issues have been brought to some meeting members through the 

JustFaith program.  Many members work individually and with groups on social justice and racial issues.  As a 

meeting we do help at the local homeless shelter. 

Basic to our faith community is that through faith in God we can find unity.  Individual opinions can tend 

to polarize us and keep us from unity.  We do have the opportunity within our meeting to come together to find 

God’s unity. 

The query raises questions among us in our ability to reach unity.  Unity is not always a quick and efficient 

response.  It sometimes takes time with seasoning. 

==================================================================== 

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS FIFTH MONTH 8, 2005 

Meeting for Business opened out of waiting worship at 9AM.  Nine members and attenders were present. 

Membership.  The question of membership for Bob Young remains undecided.  We ask for prayers as we continue 

to seek unity. 

Treasurer’s Report.  Hank Ghittino reported expenses are up this month because of the annual insurance bill and 

$1500 of the $3000 toward Yearly Meeting obligations was paid. 

Money received from the sale of FCNL signs and bumper stickers will be forwarded to FCNL.  We are 

reminded to make donations to FCNL either directly or through restricted donations to the meeting when picking up 

a sign or bumper sticker.  We are also reminded that we did not meet the budgeted amount for the school last year 

paying only $1500 or the $5700 budgeted.  We are struggling to meet this year’s budget with$206.09 currently in 

the checking account. 

Investment Committee Report.  Bob Clapp reported this committee recommends proceeding toward establishing 

an endowment of $30,000 initially and transfer some additional fund to CD’s.  This committee would research 

socially responsible investment options and report back to meeting.  The Meeting House fund’s initial investment of 

$10,000 provides $400 in interest annually.  Meeting approved this committee to proceed with research and report 

back.  Of concern is determining the amount of funds, if any, available to invest in CD’s. 

Nominating Committee Report.  Whit Peace reported Grace LeClair is unable to convene this committee because 

of her commitment at Pendle Hill through 6
th

 month 11.  She can assist by phone and e-mail only.  Myra Brown has 

resigned from this committee.  Nancy Craft was appointed to this committee to help complete this year’s work.  At 

the rise of meting, the clerk will ask if others are willing to serve.  Concerns with committees versus liaisons and 

assistance will be carefully considered in the process of recommending next year’s meeting appointments. 

Time of Meeting.  We agreed to hold Meeting for worship at 10 AM for the three summer months with first day 

school starting at 9:20 AM.  If at the end of summer we revert back to 11 AM worship, waiting worship to prepare 

for business each second first day will begin at 8:30 with business beginning at 9 M.  First day school will revert 

back to 10:20 Am except on business meeting days when it will not be held. 

Jane Volckhausen.  Meeting received a letter from Jane Volckhausen requesting transfer to membership to the 

Boulder Monthly Meeting.  Meeting approved and the clerk will send a letter.  It is noted this will be our loss and 

their gain. 

Evan Welkins currently a student at Guilford College was given the Clarence and Lily Pickett scholarship to travel 

the Eastern United States to explore Quaker beliefs.  He wrote asking to meet with us.  The clerk will respond we 

are willing. 

Representatives to Yearly Meeting.  Charles Ansell, Janis Ansell, Nancy Craft and Louise Wilson were named 

representatives to Yearly Meeting. 

mailto:jansell@whro.net


Meeting Scheduler, Myra Brown, asked if we are willing to host a new AA meeting.  We agreed and added the 

need to charge all AA meetings the same rental rate. 

The School Committee Report was not given in the face of the meeting but will be added here to these minutes.  

Friends can read the report in the newsletter. 

 We reviewed our long-range plan, in planning for our June retreat at the Pungo Campus.  The Committee 

tasked the Admissions Committee with reporting annually on progress towards greater diversity.  We will also do a 

self-evaluation, and set goals for the Head at the retreat. 

Admissions:  174 contracts have been issued to families for next year.  90 contracts had been returned at 

the end of 4
th

-Month.  New students are also being enrolled.  Faculty contracts have been issued.  Most teachers are 

returning.  

The new playground behind the Meetinghouse was completed with the help of over 150 volunteers during 

3 days in the middle of 4
th

-Month.  A dedication ceremony was held on 4/29 before an enthusiastic crowd. 

The 50
th

 anniversary of the school was celebrated on 4/30, and featured an address by Max Carter on 

“Friends Schools as Sanctuaries.” Prior to the celebration, we held an “appreciation breakfast” for former staff.  It 

was decided to make this an annual event. 

The 2
nd

 annual Auction was held that same evening at the Crowne Plaza, and featured dancing with a 

deejay, live and silent auctions, food, and fun for our families and staff.  Over $25,000 was raised.  Some items are 

still available. 

Lower School completed standardized testing, using a new instrument.  Middle School thematic unit is 

“Media Literacy.”  Bob Young has been working with both Lower and Middle Schoolers writing Haiku poetry.  The 

Upper School video program took the grand prize at the Bridge Film Festival in Brooklyn with their original film 

entitled "Sniff."  Three Canadian students from Toronto spent a week with the Upper School. 

Julie Harlow from Friends house Moscow is visiting the School on Thursday (5/12).  She will speak with 

Quaker Studies classes in all three divisions about her work in Russia.  She spent more than 30 years as a teacher, 

and travels with a minute from Pacific yearly Meeting. 

One of our alumnae, Mara Lamb, class of 2002, is accompanying Max Carter on his annual trip to Friends 

School in Ramallah, Palestine this summer.  She heard about Benji Hebner’s trip there several years ago.  She is 

looking for scholarship assistance. 

We closed in waiting worship planning to meet next month if keeping with the Divine Will. 

Charles Ansell, Clerk and Nancy Craft, acting Recording Clerk 

===================================================================== 

SUMMER CAMP:  Sign-up is well under way for Friends School Summer Camps.  This year the school is offering 

something for everyone ages 3-grade 12! 

Little bits camps are for ages 3-kindergarten (grade in the fall) 

Session I    June-July 1   Little Eagle's Tee Pee 

Session II   July 5-15     Pee Wee Medical School 

Session III  July 18-29    Merlin's Trunk 

Session IV   August 1-12   Tell Me a Story 

All Little Bits Camps cost $160 per two week session.  Camps run 9:00 - 12:00 daily with early arrival from 7:30-

9:00 and late departure 12:00-5:30 (additional cost of $4.00 per hour) 

Adventure Camps are for grades 1-5 (grade entering in the fall) 

Session I    June-July 1   Soaring Eagle's Pow Wow 

Session II   July 5-15     Junior Medical School 

Session III  July 18-29    Dragon Claw School of Wizardry 

Session IV  August 1-12   Weave Me a Story 

All Adventure Camps cost $310 per two week session.  Camps run 9:00 - 3:30 daily with early arrival from 7:30-

9:00 and late departure 3:30-5:30 (additional cost of $4.00 per hour) 

Life Adventure Camps Grades 6-12 

Session I  June-July 1     Survival I: The Journey Begins.  Cost:  $350 (cost of two overnights included) 

Session II July 5-15       DigiPen Video Game Programming 

(Middle school and High School Sessions) 

Cost: (Early bird registration until May 31) $565 per two week session (After May 31) $615 

Session III  July 18-29    Hayley's Camera Acting and Directing.  Cost: $310 per session 

Session IV   August 1-12   Survival Primal Village  Cost:  $375 (cost of four overnights included) 

Camps run 9:00 - 3:30 daily with early arrival from 7:30-9:00 and late departure 3:30-5:30 (additional cost of $4.00 

per hour) 

Link to the Friends School site at www.friends-school.org to sign up.  Look for the sign-up link at the bottom of the 

page. -or- go to www.PeaceTreecamps.com and click on the locations button at the top of the page and go to VBFS 

listings. 



SPECIAL SUMMER OPPORTUNITY TO MEET AND HOST A SPANISH STUDENT!!! 

T. Jeanette Ocasio is a Summer Program Coordinator for the month of July with the Educational and Cultural 

Interactions, Inc.  This year, the summer program will take place in Virginia Beach.  Students will experience the 

American lifestyle and culture by living with the Host Families and participate in many kinds of activities around 

the city.  The group is high school students who are proficient in the English language.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity for a family to learn about a different culture in the comfort of their home. 

 T. Jeanette needs to place 20 students and 1 male adult chaperone with Host Families in Virginia Beach.  

The students and chaperone will be arriving from Malaga, Spain on Friday July 1.  The group returns to Spain on 

Friday, July 29.  The Host Family will need to pick-up and drop off their student at the airport.  The student will 

need to be dropped-off at Friends School before 9 AM and picked up between 5:30 PM and 6 PM Monday through 

Friday.  There is one weekend trip to Washington, DC on July 16-17
th

. 

If you or anyone you know may be interested in being a Host Family, please contact T. Jeannette at 486-3347 

anytime after 5PM or e-mail jocasio1@cox.net. 

To subscribe to the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require capital letters.).  

When you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your name, address and phone number.  

When you subscribe via e-mail, unless you ask to continue receiving mailed copies of the newsletter, your name will 

be removed from the mailing list.  To subscribe send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

To unsubscribe from the newsletter send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, and/or 

the meeting list of names, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, 

VA 23454. 

===================================================================== 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others 

interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other 

articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting 

the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the 

information represents the opinion of the meeting. 


