
VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER FIRST MONTH 2005 

The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2005 CALENDAR 

1/23/05 10:20 AM First day school for everyone.  Children join worship by noon. 

 11 AM Worship 

1/24/05 Upper School Faculty in-service, No Upper School classes. 

1/26/05 7PM Intercessory Prayer 

1/30/05 10:20 AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship by noon. 

 11 AM Worship 

 12:15  Meeting for Singing 

 12:45 – 3 PM JustFaith Group 

 1:00 to 3:00 PM  School Admissions Open House  EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

2/2/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/6/05 10:20 AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship by noon. 

 11 AM Worship 

12:45 – 3 PM JustFaith Group 

2/9/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/13/05 8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business. 

11:00 AM First day school for children up to teens and they join worship by noon. 

 11 AM Worship 

 12:45 – 3 PM JustFaith Group 

2/16/05 Purple Cow night, support Friends School by having supper at the Purple Cow. 

7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/18/05 School Faculty Professional Development Day, No Classes 

2/20/05 10:20AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship by noon. 

11 AM Meeting for Worship 

 12:45 – 3pm JustFaith Group 

2/21/05 Presidents Day, School Closed 

2/23/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/27/05 10:20AM First Day School for everyone.  Children join worship by noon. 

11 AM Meeting for Worship 

 Meeting for Singing at the rise of Worship 

 12:45 – 3pm JustFaith Group 

3/2/05 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/4/05 Lower School Parent/Teacher Conferences, No Classes 

3/5-6/05 YM mid-winter retreat sponsored by Yearly Meeting Ministry and Oversight.  

   Watch for details on the web site, the bulletin board and announcements 

3/9/05 7PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/13/05  8:30 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business. 

11:00 AM First day school for children up to teens and they join worship by noon. 

 11 AM Worship 

 12:45 – 3 PM JustFaith Group 
Weekly Events: 

First Day School:  With the exception of the second first day of the month, children gather at 10:15 a.m. in the 

basement of the Meeting House while the adults meet upstairs and then join Meeting for Worship at 11:00.  

Currently the adults are discussing the chapter on nonviolence in A Quaker Book of Wisdom by Robert Lawrence 

Smith.  Children divide into groups for an hour of study and activity.  Students who are aged 6 and older join 

Meeting for Worship between 11:30 and 11:45.  The youngest participants join in at noon for introductions, 

announcements and the refreshments that follow.  Contact Janis Ansell at jansell@whro.net. 

School Meeting For Worship in the Meetinghouse, open to everyone. 

9 AM each Thursday morning for the Lower School classes. 

9 AM each Friday morning for the Middle and Upper School classes. 

mailto:jansell@whro.net


EVENTS FOR 2005 

3/5-6/05 YM mid-winter retreat sponsored by Yearly Meeting Ministry and Oversight. 

3/21-28/05 Spring Break, Easter, No School Classes 

4/8/2005  Quaker author, John Slade, visiting from 2-5 PM, Reading and discussion followed by reception 

4/23/05  Representative Body at Durham Meetinghouse – Plan to visit their new Meetinghouse! 

4/30/05  Friends School 50
th

 Anniversary and Auction 

7/13-17/05  Yearly Meeting at Guilford College, Greensboro, NC 

================================================================================= 

 

QUERY #7 Do we endeavor to live in the life and power that takes away the occasion of all war, seeking to do 

our part in the work of reconciliation between individuals, groups, and nations? Do we faithfully maintain our 

testimony against nuclear and all other military preparations, the bearing of arms, and all participation in war? 

Response:  This query is closest to our hearts. It is a public stance that also calls us to confront the seeds 

of war within ourselves and to return to unity.  We do well with confronting the larger results of war. The 

question of how well we do with dealing with the seeds of war immediately among us in, for example, our 

families and our schools, remains open for many of us.  On this question we are not as easy as we would like to 

be. We were reminded of the connection between living peacefully and living simply. Are we attentive to the way 

our use of the world's resources contributes to strife? For the way we consume is an outward expression of an 

inward condition. The sign in front of our meeting House saying "<underline>War</underline> is not the answer" 

is a public statement. Making this statement has made us more reflective about what the answer is. 

=============================================================================== 

 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business First Month 9, 2005 

 

Virginia Beach monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends convened on first month 9, 2005 for 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business.  The meeting opened out of a waiting silence at 9:00 a.m.  10 

members and attenders were present at the opening.  

Treasurer's report.  Treasurer Hank Ghittino reported that income was $953.88 less than outlays.  Of our 

commitments $5700 promised to the school is unpaid.  There is $1900 in checking.  The Treasurer suggested 

paying the school $1000 and keeping $900 in reserve.  Concern was expressed about making the school last in the 

list of priorities simply because it was a large sum. The school should be among our first priorities and perhaps a 

monthly payment should be budgeted. This would be made easier if members made regular monthly contributions 

to the meeting. 

Question of the exact nature and amount of our reserves was raised. Future reports from Budget and 

Finance should clarify this.  It was suggested that review of renters and users of the meeting house be made with 

an eye toward increasing rent income and acknowledging that the school's use of the meeting house is a 

significant in-kind contribution.  The Treasurer responded that this was recently done.  Only AA pays a mere 

nominal fee. 

The Sufferings account contains only $162.  It is an account separate from those in the Treasurer's 

report.  It was suggested that monthly reports on the status of this fund are necessary.  Clerk mentioned that 

money given to specific off-budget accounts probably comes at the expense of general contributions and that it 

might be better to encourage contributions to the budget and address, for example, Sufferings as a community 

rather than as individuals. 

Meeting received a request for membership from Bob Young.  A letter from Bob was read in which he 

answered a series of questions.  The questions were for prospective members and were taken from Philadelphia 

Yearly Meeting’s “Faith and Practice”.  The request was welcomed and a Clearness Committee was named: Bob 

Clapp, Louise Wilson, Andy Young, Gwynne Wells.  Clerk referred the meeting to the membership criteria on 

the back of the agenda.  Bob Young rose to say that if acceptance of the language of that statement was a 

requirement for membership, then he could not be a member.  The committee will meet with Bob to discuss these 

matters. 

Building and grounds reported that it bought a new vacuum cleaner. 

Peace and Social Concerns Committee made an informal report.  Wes Cheney reported on initiatives to 

work with Empower Hampton Roads, to set up a forum on peace and social concerns issues in conjunction with 

the school, for supplying tub transfer benches to the needy, and for providing information about lobbying 

opportunities. 

Wes Cheney asked for permission to solicit tub transfer benches in the name of the meeting and to help 

in distributing them.  Virginia Lockett will be the contact. 

Meeting closed at 10:55 with a period of silence. 

Charlie Ansell, Clerk and Patrick Goold, Acting Recording Clerk 

 



Mark your Calendars!  You are invited to meet author, Dr. John Slade on Friday, April 8th.  He will read from his 

book "Bootmaker to the Nation" and answer questions, with a reception to follow.  Tentatively, this is scheduled 

from 2pm to 5pm in the Meeting House. 

His book, "Bootmaker to the Nation" is being promoted by Colonial Williamsburg as "the best historical fiction 

ever written on the American Revolution."  It is told from the perspective of Benjamin and Genevieve York 

looking back at their involvement with the American Revolution and George Washington's army.  It is fast paced 

and makes you feel like you are taking part of this amazing event in American history. 

Dr. Slade is a Quaker. He attended meeting in Oslo, Norway where he lived for 10 years.  Presently, he lives in 

Woodgate, NY. 

Please join us for what I know will be a very exciting afternoon! 

"Bootmaker to the Nation retails for $24.95.  Profits go towards non-fiction books for Upper School.  Please help 

us make this a success!   T. Eileen, Librarian 

============================================================================== 

From Jane Goldthwait – (a NCYM-FUM Quaker from western North Carolina near Celo) 

I am in Sri Lanka and have been since Dec. 16. We are all fine. My son-in-law's family, which is from here is 

large and we are all fine. 

The problem here is getting supplies, especially. money, to the people, not the bureaucracy. 

I have been volunteering with a group here that is informal and did things before any large NGO's. There will 

need to be aid for many months and years. 

Pray for the poor families affected and particularly the children. 

(In response asking if it would be helpful to sent assistance to them directly.) 

Continue to hold the people of Sri Lanka in your prayers. At this point using AFSC or Right Sharing of World 

Resources is the best.  Giving money probably makes it so that there is less expense on shipping supplies. 

I leave Jan. 16 and will be home on or before Jan. 20.   Jane  (Submitted by Nancy Craft) 

================================================================== 

From Morg Halley:  Swedish Friends who were in Sri Lanka  Here is the URL for the Maritime Archaeology Unit 

site, where there is news bits posted.  http://cf.hum.uva.nl/galle/site/whatsnew.html 

When we left the restaurant after a late breakfast we suddenly experienced how sea waves came very 

high and flooded into the hotel garden, which was about 5-6 metres above the normal sea level. After a few 

minutes the water gently floated back again. Everybody, also the local people, were all very surprised about what 

had happened. We did not realize that it was a kind early warning, and started cleaning the hotel garden from the 

rubbish that had come up from the sea. 

About 20- 30 minutes later we suddenly realized that a new wave was coming. This one was even higher 

than the previous one. We rushed to our two rooms on the bottom floor, to try to pick up some valuable items. 

The sea water broke through the glass doors towards the garden and flowed into the rooms.  Ulrika did not get out 

of our room in time and got stuck.  The door towards the corridor was going inward and Ulrika and I had to use 

all our joint strength to open it sufficiently for her to get out - a really scary moment. Then we rushed together 

with our children to the stairs to the second floor of the building, where we were in safety for the time being. 

The next hours we could follow the drama together with the other hotel guests and the staff from the verandas of 

the second floor of the hotel. About every twenty minutes a new wave came flushing through the hotel building. 

Our hotel was situated on a kind of peninsula with the sea on the one side and a river on the other. One or two 

minutes after a wave came in from the sea, an enormous flood wave would float up-streams in the river, and a 

few minutes later the water would come down-streams. Gradually the river was filled with floating furniture, 

roofs, damaged boats and other items. 

The water forces on our narrow peninsula were tremendous and after some time we realized that a new 

river outlet had been formed about 100 meters from the hotel, and this meant that we were now stuck on an 

island. The hotel building seemed solidly built, but it was difficult to estimate if the intermittent flows through the 

bottom floor were damaging the building.  It became clear that an evacuation was necessary, and with the help of 

two rather small motor-boats the guests and staff was transported over the river in the times between the up- and 

down-going floods. Luckily the evacuation was successful and completed by sun-set. 

Our travel agency guides made a tremendous effort in the following days. First they helped us to a little restaurant 

where we had dinner. Local people were very friendly and a man offered us to sleep in his house. As our children 

were still weak after the stomach disease, we very grateful for this offer.  At 4 p m we had to get up and take a 

bus to Colombo, and we reached the capital after a rather long tour on small roads off the coast.  In Colombo we 

and a few hundred other tourists were taken care of at a big exhibition hall. We were all given a mattress to sleep 

on and we were served food three times a day. There was also medical service and a doctor gave Per treatment for 

his illness. Our “refugee camp” was organized by the Sri Lanka Tourist Bureau, and they were incredibly nice to 

us. We felt a bit awkward about all the resources devoted to us, as we started to realize the magnitude of the 

catastrophe and the huge needs for aid all over the country. 

http://cf.hum.uva.nl/galle/site/whatsnew.html


On Tuesday evening, only two and half a day after the flooding started, we were transported to the air 

port and put on a plane to Sweden, where we arrived early Wednesday morning. This was the first flight coming 

back with tourists from Sri Lanka, and there were many doctors, psychologists and journalists waiting for us. But 

we just took a taxi home. It was an enormous relief to be back in safety all the five of us. 

============================================================================== 

To subscribe to the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require capital 

letters.).  When you subscribe or change your email subscription, please include your name, address and phone 

number.  When you subscribe via e-mail, unless you ask to continue receiving mailed copies of the newsletter, 

your name will be removed from the mailing list.  To subscribe send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

To unsubscribe from the newsletter send an email to: 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, and/or 

the meeting list of names, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia 

Beach, VA 23454. 

================================================================================ 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others 

interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other 

articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person 

submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the 

impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 


