
THE VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER Tenth Month 2003 

The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2003 CALENDAR 

11/1/03 8:30 AM Spiritual Growth Group small group meeting at 8:30 AM, Gayle Johnson’s home. 

 3 PM Dedication of the new school buildings including the Wilson Center with special recognition to those  

               who have done so much for the school.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend! 

11/2/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12 noon, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

11/5/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

11/9/03 9 AM Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, all members and attenders are welcome 

 First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

11/12/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

11/16/03 8 - 10 AM Spiritual Growth Group Breakfast and discussion 

10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12 noon, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

11/18/03 7 PM FSCA program in the Wilson Center “Quaker Education, Past, Present and Future”  Panelists will be 

the Clerk of Meeting, Clerk of School Committee and Head of School.  A question and answer session will 
follow the panelists' presentations.  Refreshments will be served at the conclusion of the program. 

11/19/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

11/23/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12 noon, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

 12:15 Pot Luck Lunch at the rise of Meeting 

11/26/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

11/26/03  School out at noon, no classes on the 27
th

 and 28
th

 

11/30/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12 noon, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

 12:15, Singing at the rise of meeting 

12/3/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

12/3-6/03 Christmas Book Fair 

12/5-7-03 Yearly Meeting M&O sponsored weekend retreat on Spiritual Formation Program 

12/7/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12 noon, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

12/10/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

12/14/03 9 AM Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, all members and attenders are welcome 

 First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

12/17/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

12/19/03 Last day of school for 2003 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Future events 

1/16-18/2004, Weekend retreat titled “From Birth to Resurrection: by Miriam Burke sponsored by Ministry and 

Oversight. 

3/7/2004Celebration on 50 years as a meeting!! 

4/24/2004 Representative Body Meeting  followed by YM M&O meeting 4/25/03 at Rich Square MM 

7/14-18/2004 Yearly Meeting at Chowan College, Murfreesboro NC 



Third Query answered 10/12/2003.  The Clerk read the Third Query.  Do we follow the teachings of Jesus 

and seek the inspiration of His Holy Spirit in our daily lives?  Are love and unity maintained among us?  Do we 

cultivate a forgiving spirit, and do we avoid and discourage needless and destructive criticism of others?  When 

differences arise, do we endeavor promptly to resolve them in a sprit of love, honesty, and humility?  

 Friends united in the following response.  Friends recognize that the forgiving sprit is a matter of cultivation.  It 

takes help from within and without.  The Meeting could work more on cultivating the spirit of forgiveness.  We have 

the commitment to resolve differences in a Spirit of love, honesty, and humility and to endeavor to do this more 

promptly.  Let us be awake to and to see the vision of Query Three as well as see what is right in front of us.  

Friends recognize the need to cultivate the light within in a loving spirit. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Minutes for Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, Ninth Month 28, 2003 

The Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (NCYMC) gathered for a called 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business at 9 a.m. on Ninth Month 28, 2003.  We opened with waiting 

silence.  Sixteen members and attenders were present as the meeting commenced.  This number grew as the meeting 

proceeded. 

The Treasurer reported $5,911.88 in total income with a balance of $1,044.49 in the Monthly Meeting 

checking Account.  The Meeting’s contribution of $5,700.Ninth to School for financial aid has not been paid.  

Donations have been received in response to the Treasurer’s letter requesting financial support. 

 Friends were saddened to learn of the transition of Anna Belle Croonenberghs.  At a Meeting for Worship 

in 1952 Anna Belle said that she had overheard the Lord say there should be a Friends School at Virginia Beach.  

Friends immediately worked to establish Virginia Beach Friends School and it opened in 1955. 

 Jon Alden reported for School Committee that enrollment stands at 194 students.  Additional funds of up to 

$830,000 were approved for completion of the Wilson Center.  As a method of reducing interest expense the Things 

Unlimited property at 501 Virginia Beach Blvd is being refinanced.  Things’ Unlimited continues to lose money.  

Due to Hurricane Isabel the celebration of the Wilson Center and the Back-to-School Picnic had to be rescheduled.  

The Wilson Center Dedication will be Eleventh Month 1 at 3:00 pm and the Back-to-School Picnic is Tenth Month 

9 at 5:30 p.m. 

 The School is operating with a significant deficit.  Friends requested additional information be brought to 

Meeting for Business 10
th

 Month 12, 2003 on the deficit, losses at Things Unlimited and cost overruns for the 

Wilson Center.  After extended discussion it was the sense of Meeting that we need to work within our community 

and support the School.  After discussion, Friends felt the need to gather to consider what “Under the Care of the 

Meeting” means. 

 Meeting thanked Jon Alden for his presentation of the School Committee’s comprehensive report.  

 In response to ongoing campus vandalism, Meeting formed a Committee to develop ways in which Friends 

could live out our peace testimony with our surrounding neighbors.  The committee, “Living the Peace Testimony” 

clerked by Gayle Johnson and supported by several other Friends and Attenders, met with the management of Arbor 

Trace and Chanticleer as well as with the Lutheran Church.  Work began immediately on plans for a picnic 

gathering of Friends and neighbors, door-to-door neighborhood walks by pairs of Friends, neighborhood newsletter 

articles, newspaper articles, signage and financial support from area businesses.  Having accomplished the mission 

given by Meeting for Business to discover ways to reach out to our neighbors but being unable to gather critical 

support the Committee was laid down. 

 Ministry and Oversight announced a Retreat has been scheduled for First Month 16, 17, and 18, 2004.  

With Miriam Burke, retreat participants will explore the topic “Birth to Resurrection.”  Details are to be announced. 

 A Friend noted that the 50
th

 anniversary of Virginia Beach Friends School (1955-2005) will be in less than 

two years.  Paula Justice, Grace LeClair, Pat Young and Houston Shirk agreed to convene a committee for 

recognition on Third Month 7, 2004.  The committee is open to all who are interested.  Meetings will be announced 

in advance so that others can attend. 

 Friends will gather for a Pot Luck Meeting for Eating on 11
th

 month 23rd day after Meeting for Worship. 

 Building and Grounds shared its goals for the year.  Guidelines will be developed for the School’s use of 

the Meeting House with attention given to restricted use of the upstairs Meeting Room.  Friends specifically 

requested that a teacher be present when students use the building and that all users of the upstairs Meeting Room 

treat the space respectfully.  Work will be completed on the handicapped access toilet.  Friends thanked Gwen 

Jannone who, with Bob Clapp’s assistance, maintains the cleanliness of the Meeting House. 

 Trustees are needed to act at the direction of Meeting in legal matters.  Bob Clapp, Houston Shirk and 

Gwynne Wells are considering service as trustees.  Joe Fiutko and Charles Ansell are named but not recorded by the 

Court. 

 The City of Virginia Beach has accepted the Laskin Road entrance configuration proposed by the Friends 

community. 



 Meeting decided that land sale discussions and/or offers should be presented to the Trustees rather than a 

committee.  Only written offers will be considered and will be brought to Meeting by the Trustees. 

 Meeting closed with silence proposing to meet second First Day of 10
th

 Month if consistent with Divine 

Will.  

 Shelby Hunter, Recording Clerk and Charlie Ansell, Clerk 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 10
th

 Month 12, 2003 

The Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (NCYMC) gathered for Meeting 

for Worship with Attention to Business at 9:00 am on 10
th

 Month, 12
th

 day, 2003.  We opened with waiting silence.  

Twelve members and attenders were present as the meeting commenced.  This number grew as the Meeting 

proceeded. 

School Committee Report.  Jon Alden reported for School Committee.  A copy of the School Committee 

report is posted on the bulletin board. 

Enrollment stands at 194 students.  54 students were awarded financial aid totaling $139,410.  Funds 

adequate to meet the Hoffman Challenge were raised and the Hoffman’s donated $33,792.00 to the School’s Annual 

Fund.  

FSCA held a plant sale and held workdays weeding and planting the approach to the Wilson Center.  Power 

has been disconnected from the Spanish/PE trailer in preparation for moving this structure off campus.  Signage 

requesting visitors to check in with the office when coming on campus has been ordered.  Back-to-School nights for 

all divisions were a success. The Van and Bus were moved to a First Colonial Road parking lot in an effort to stop 

vandalism on the buses.  Unfortunately the vehicles were vandalized in that location and other parking arrangements 

have been made. The total cost of the Wilson Center was reported at $900,000.00. The $210,000.00 cost overrun 

was the result of Permits and Fees, Canopy Entrance, Sprinkler system, Bathroom ceramic tile and entry carpet, 

build-out of 2 classrooms and a lounge area and upgrade of the HVAC and Mechanical systems.  Things 

Unlimited’s performance has not improved.  School Committee decided to operate the store at least through 10
th

 

month before making a determination about its continued operation. 

Friends are united in a gathering of those with concern for our responsibilities to the School as it relates to 

“Under the Care of the Meeting.” 

Friends Community Association is sponsoring a panel discussion of “Quaker Education, Past, Present and 

Future.  The panel will be composed of the Head of School, Clerk of Meeting and Clerk of School Committee.  A 

formal invitation to attend was extended to all members and attenders of Meeting.  This forum provides an excellent 

opportunity to gather a sense of what “Under the Care of the Meeting” means.  A tentative date of 11
th

 Month 18, 

2003 at 7:00 pm has been set. 

Prison Ministry.  Julia Hebner asked for and received permission to ask other area churches to join with 

Meeting in collecting and delivering books for the prison book ministry. 

Yearly Meeting Report.  Friends reported that Yearly Meeting was a wonderful sharing of the Spirit, of 

personal joys and sadness, the perspective on the state of the Society and the Society’s roll in the world.  We 

enjoyed posing for, taking and sharing pictures of loved ones, singing old and new songs, acting, reciting poetry and, 

yes, juggling.  Friends were awakened to the tumultuous life of Columbian farming communities and two young 

peoples’ commitment to nurture and deflect violence by their presence in farming communities.  Whenever there 

was a moment and an available space Friends stopped to visit with one another.  To the joy of those early risers or 

those with keen nose for the smell of the bean, Lloyd Lee Wilson faithfully provided coffee and conversation early 

each morning.  Friends were invited to share in the joy. 

Yearly Meeting Location.  Meeting was in agreement to seek preliminary insight into holding Yearly 

Meeting at Virginia Beach in 2006 or 2007.  Charlie Ansell will gather information from area colleges/universities.  

Event Signage.  Meeting confirmed the policy of limiting event signage to School and Meeting events.  

Persons or groups renting the Meeting House or School facilities are not permitted to place signage on Meeting 

property. 

Meeting Contribution for Financial Assistance.  Jon Alden sent a letter of thanks for on going Meeting 

support and its contribution to the School Financial Assistance efforts.  Meeting expressed its appreciation for this 

communication. The letter will be posted on the bulletin board. 

A member requested assistance from Meeting in paying for Friends School tuition for their child who is 

also a member of Meeting.  Friends united in asking Members and Attenders to personally assist with tuition by 

making donations to the Meeting, designated for Tuition Scholarship.  Assistance is requested because all School 

assistance has been allocated for this year. 

With the approach of Meeting for Worship, Meeting for Business closed in silence proposing to meet again 

the 2
nd

 First Day of Eleventh Month if consistent with Divine Will. 

Shelby Hunter, Recording Clerk and Charles Ansell, Clerk  



-------------------------------------------------- 

THINGS UNLIMITED.  Please help support our school by shopping at Things Unlimited and by bringing donations 

to them. 

---------- 

FIRST DAY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES.  First Day School for Teens and Adults at 10 AM will begin reading the 

Book of Proverbs. 

First Day School for Children, we began reading the Old Testament and are moving to the New Testament in time 

for the birth of Jesus. 

------------------------- 

Special Note:  Check out Wes Cheney’s progress on his bike trip by going to 

http://www.travelblog.org/Bloggers/FriendlyBiker/ 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, please 

send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, PO Box 4371, Virginia Beach, VA 23454.  To subscribe or 

remove your subscription from the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require 

capital letters.).  When you make changes to your email subscription, please include your name, address and phone 

number.  When you subscribe via e-mail, your name will be removed from the hard copy mailing of the newsletter 

unless you ask for it to continue it. 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others 

interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other 

articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting 

the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the 

information represents the opinion of the meeting. 


