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The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2003 CALENDAR 

5/25/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00 join worship at 12:00 

 11 AM Worship 

 12:15 At rise of Meeting, Meeting for Singing, Stay and sing along! 

5/28/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/1/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

6/4/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/7/03 8:30 AM Spiritual Growth Group Breakfast at Paula Justice’s home. 

6/8/03 9 AM Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

6/11/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/12/03 Last day of School for the summer 

6/14/03  Friends School Graduation, scheduled in the new Gym!  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

6/15/03 8 AM Spiritual Growth Group Breakfast at the Meeting House followed by discussion “Confession” 

 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

6/18/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/22/03 9 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

6/25/03 7PM Intercessory Prayer 

6/29/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12 noon, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

 12:15 At rise of meeting, Meeting for Singing 

7/2/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

7/6/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12 noon, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

7/9/03 Yearly Meeting begins at Guilford College 

7/9/03 Intercessory Prayer 

7/13/03  End of Yearly Meeting 

 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12 noon, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS IN 7
TH

 MONTH. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 First Day School for Teens and Adults weekly at 10 AM is reading and discussing the Gospel of John. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Please note:  The registration for Yearly Meeting is on page 3 of this newsletter.  Please complete and 

send in as soon as possible.  They need this information by 6
th

 month 20.  If you have any questions 

relating to registration, please contact Ray Treadway at 336-855-5173, email:rtread@greensboro.com 

 

 



QUERY: We considered the 10
th

 Query, Stewardship of our earthly resources. Those present united in the following 

response: 

We need to lift up our hearts and minds in thanksgiving for the beauty and abundance of our earths. Human beings are part 

of these resources. Do we live in harmony with each other and our own human nature as well as the rest of Nature? We are 

aware that our grounds are an oasis of green in a very urbanized area, which is an important witness in our community. We 

are grateful for the efforts of our Meeting members and attenders and School community for their persistent efforts in 

keeping our grounds clean and beautiful and for their corporate efforts in helping to keep our highways and waterways free 

of litter and other pollution. It is important to ask ourselves questions about what are the best ways to live in harmony with 

and preserve our environment. In the past, Friends participated in their own recycling program Now that the city has a 

program, are we as  conscious in this area? We are aware that Meeting and School=s model and instruction in recycling and 

other environmental issues, such as the use of lawn care and household chemicals, provides an important example for the 

young people in our community. How many of us use alternative means of transportation to our automobiles and reduce our 

use of  fuel consuming devices like our air conditioning? Another area we may examine is our Meeting=s purchase of 

electrical energy from alternative sources which do not rely on fossil fuel.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 5/11/2003 

OPENING MINUTE: Meeting for worship with attention to business of the Va. Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious 

Society of Friends met First Day, Fifth month, 10
th

 day at 9 AM. Some 20 members and attenders were present. We opened 

with a period of waiting worship. 

TREASURER=S REPORT: Treasurer, Hank Ghittino reported that income for 4
th

 month was $922 and expenses were 

$829. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Charlie Ansell reported for the Nominating Committee that descriptions of committees 

and a request for service choices were e-mailed to members and attenders and followed up with phone calls. He requests 

that individuals notify the committee as to whether they wish to continue to serve on specific committees. He also 

encouraged those whose terms have expired on certain committees to consider joining other ones. Charlie will post a list of 

nominations on the bulletin board next seek for meeting to review. Final approval needs to be made by 6
th

 month meeting 

for business. 

BOB WILSON=S MEMORIAL COMMITTEE has completed writing a draft which will be posted on the bulletin board in 

the foyer for our perusal. A version will also be read at next month=s meeting for business. The final draft will be sent to 

Yearly Meeting for their approval and printing. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE: Andy Young reported that enrollment contracts are now coming in, and new teacher interviews 

are being carried out.  Eight teams participated in the first Road Rally, which could become an annual fund raising event. 

Requests for donations to the annual fund have been sent out. We are currently challenged by Norman Hoffman to raise 

$66,000 to which he will provide a partial match of funds. Grandparents Day will be celebrated 5
th

 month, twelfth day. 

Upper school students are volunteering at Things Unlimited, which continues to struggle financially. Meeting is encouraged 

to patronize the store. Vandalism continues to plague school buildings, particularly the Wilson Center under construction. 

Police officers had to be called on one occasion. Local residents frequently trespass across school grounds, and the #1 

concern listed by our school parents is the safety of their children because of the open campus. Children at Friends are 

regularly exposed to empty alcohol containers, broken glass, and daily trespassing adults, some intoxicated and hostile in 

their manner to each other. Something must be done and is the responsibility of both Meeting and School.  

     School Committee recommends the construction of a 6 foot chain link fence along most of the eastern boundary of the 

property at a cost of $10,000. They asked for Meeting=s approval and help with the expenses. Several members expressed 

concern that we must resort to fencing our community in and asked whether we have done all we could as a Quaker 

community before making this choice. Have we reached out to the surrounding residential complexes? Have we tested our 

peace testimony in this manner? Have we invited the children of these areas to share in the use of our facilities?     Gayle 

Johnson volunteered to convene a committee to work on this issue. Wes Cheney, Andy Young, Norris Spencer and 

Rebecca Manix also volunteered to serve on this committee, and members of School Committee will be invited to join.  

FGC: Wes Cheney requested a contribution of $50 to defray costs of attending FGC this 7
th

 month so that he may receive a 

matching funds discount as a first-time attender at the conference. Meeting approved. 

FOLK SINGER: Wes Cheney requested a donation from meeting for a special program. Meeting approved a $150 toward 

the cost of bringing musician David Rovic to the school and meeting community for a lecture and performance. A fee will 

be charged at his concert to meet other expenses. David=s musical message challenges our society=s social injustices and 

institutional violence in keeping with our Peace Testimony.  

CLEARNESS COMMITTEE FOR MEMBERSHIP: Louise Wilson reported that their committee met with Christopher 

Jordon and had a candid and richly rewarding exchange with him. The committee joyfully recommended him for 

membership. Meeting approved, and Clerk will send a letter welcoming him into our Meeting.  

CLOSING MINUTE: We closed with silence.  

Respectfully submitted:  Houston Shirk, Clerk and Paula Justice, Recording Clerk 



 
 



The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 

others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of 

the meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect 

the views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each 

article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Change of address and e-mail notice:  If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this 

newsletter, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, 1537 Laskin Road, Virginia 

Beach, VA 23451.  To subscribe or remove your subscription from the email newsletter use the 

following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require capital letters.).  When you make changes to 

your email subscription, please include your name, address and phone number.  When you subscribe 

via e-mail, your name will be removed from the hard copy mailing of the newsletter unless you ask for 

it to continue it.   

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 
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