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2003 CALENDAR 

2/2/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

2/5/03  7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/9/03 9 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00 join worship at 12:00 

 11 AM Worship 

2/12/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

2/16/03 8 AM Spiritual Growth Group meets for breakfast at the Meeting House 

 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

13:00 At the rise of meeting Pot Luck followed by Call Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business for 

the purpose discerning the future meeting property changes which may affect our community.  

2/19/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

 5-9 PM  Purple Cow Night Fund Raiser for the School – Have supper and fun with school folks!! 

2/23/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

2/26/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/2/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

3/5/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

3/9/03 9 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00 join worship at 12:00 

 11 AM Worship 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 First Day School for Teens and Adults weekly at 10 AM is reading and discussing the book, Noisy Contemplation. 

*****Other Important 2003 dates***** 

4/26-27/03 Representative Body Meeting, Wilmington North Carolina 

4/27/03 Called Ministry and Oversight Meeting in Wilmington after the rise of meeting and potluck – open to all. 

7/9-13/03Yearly Meeting, Guilford College, Greensboro North Carolina 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Change of address and e-mail notice: 

If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, please send the request to Virginia Beach 

Friends Meeting, 1537 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23451.  To subscribe or remove your subscription from the 

email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require capital letters.).  When you make 

changes to your email subscription, please include your name, address and phone number.  When you subscribe via 

e-mail, your name will be removed from the hard copy mailing of the newsletter unless you ask for it to continue it. 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others 

interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other 

articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting 

the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the 

information represents the opinion of the meeting. 



 

QUERY # 6 Growth of our Children.  Do we endeavor by example and precept to cultivate in our 

children a sense of openness and expectancy about life, and to aid them in their growth in spiritual 

understanding and moral discernment?  So we share with them the faith that guides the practice of 

Friends, while encouraging them to develop their religious insights as the Spirit of God may lead them?   

Response: Currently we do not have many children and young people attending our Meeting or living in 

our homes. However, we are mindful of bearing the responsibility of continuing to nurture our adult 

children=s spiritual growth as well as that of our Friends School students and young people everywhere. 

We are grateful to those who lovingly care for the few small children present each First Day. And we are 

aware of holding each other=s children in the Light. We acknowledge the power of this nurture in guiding 

the lives of those children who have grown up in a Quaker community and their impact on the lives of 

others.  We ponder what is that faith we would embody and pass on to them.  A key aspect seems to be a 

generosity of spirit in allowing our youth to develop their own lives, make their own mistakes, and choose 

their own spiritual paths. We are also aware of the life of Jesus who faced difficulties and criticism from 

his society yet modeled the behavior we wish our youth to engage in. We struggle with how to reach and 

hold in the Light those young people whose paths may be more on the fringes of our own personal or 

social standards. We are aware of the need to encourage our children to attend Meeting while 

acknowledging that they may not remain as members of a Quaker community. Nevertheless, their 

experience of a true Quaker faith will manifest in their lives in a love and a peace which pass 

understanding. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, Special Called Meeting 1/5/2002 

 

Called Meeting for Business First Month, fifth day, 2002. Purpose of the meeting was to discern how 

Spirit may work among us in addressing future developmental plans of our city and commercial interests 

affecting our Meetinghouse, school buildings and grounds. 

We opened with a period of waiting worship. Some 40 members and attenders were present.  

At Clerk=s request, Charlie Ansell presented a slide program on the city=s plan for access to 

Laskin Road from our property. He attempted to translate for us the likely city plans for reconstructing 

Laskin Road in the next 3 to 4 years. He noted that the City was willing to work with in the design 

process that will affect ingress and egress from our property as well as the grounds immediately in front 

of our Meetinghouse.  

  Meeting expressed gratitude for Charlie=s informative presentation and approved the acceptance 

of a single curb cut coordinated with a stoplight for safest ingress and egress to the Meeting property. 

This approval is to be communicated to the city following our approval of a Meeting committee=s 

proposal of how the property directly in front of our Meetinghouse will be re-designed. The city will 

assume financial responsibility for this re-design. We approved Charlie=s suggestion that the first step in 

a re-design process is hiring an engineer to survey that piece of property. The cost of this approximately 

$1500-1800 will be requested at Monthly Meeting for Business in February.  The Design Committee is 

composed of Charlie Ansell (convenor), Tom Kennedy, Larry Herz, Houston Shirk, Jon Alden, Grace 

LeClair, Andy Young, Pat Phelan Young, and Whit Peace. Committee meeting times will be published 

and meetings are open to others who wish to attend.     

  Tom Kennedy presented a summary of discussions of Meeting representatives with 

representatives of a large retailer who is interested in purchasing access to our property. At present the 

retailer is preparing a proposal for compensating us with new grounds, buildings, and a financial 

remuneration which may be brought to Meeting for business in February.  We decided we need prayerful 

time to decide how we might respond to these overtures as well as consider the implications of change to 

our community which would take place if the retailer located in this area.  We approved a second called 

Meeting for Business to address these concerns on Second Month, second day, 2003. (NOTE:  Called 

meeting has changed to 2/16/03.)  We are mindful not only of our responsibility for fact-gathering in this 

process, but also our stewardship responsibilities to our Meeting and community. We approved the long-

range planning committee sharing information with our neighbors: the Lutheran Church, Arbor Trace, 

Linlier, Chanticleer, and the Potter Family.  



 

 

Charlie Ansell noted that an acre plus of our school grounds is in ownership dispute with the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. How to address this issue will be discussed at next Monthly Meeting for 

Business.  

 

  We closed with a period of silence.        

 

Houston Shirk, Clerk 

Paula Justice, Recording Clerk 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 1/12/2003 

 

OPENING MINUTE: Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business was held First month, 12
th
 day, 

200. Some 20 members were present. We opened with a period of waiting silence. 

 

BUDGET: Treasurer Hank Ghittino reported that income for 12
th
 Month was $89686.83, record high, and 

expenses totaled $5109.61. Because of the extra income, $4000 was transferred from checking to a money 

market account. Part of last month=s income was $2000 received from the Clair Grant Estate. Meeting 

approved designating these funds for beautification of our grounds.  Hank presented the proposed 2003 

budget.  It was approved with minor changes. Wes Cheney requested $90 to reserve 5 spaces on the bus 

traveling to the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Peace March First Month,18, for any young person who 

wishes to participate in the march. This was approved. Also $600 was budgeted for our community=s 

Speaker=s Committee. 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED: Doris Harrison requested 4 representatives from our Quaker women in 

addition to herself who will participate in the Church Women United=s May Fellowship program . Julia 

Hebner, Grace LeClair, Norris Spencer and Louise Wilson volunteered to participate. 

 

CLEARNESS COMMITTEES: Louise Rothrock reported that the clearness committee for Jenny Jacobs 

has not yet met with her. Grace LeClair requested a clearness committee to help her with some personal 

transitions at this time. Louise Rothrock (convener) , Norris Spencer, Nancy Craft, and Ben Hebner were 

appointed and will meet with her.  

     Louise Wilson reported that members of the clearness committee for membership appointed for Jeanne 

Gill met with her and heartily recommends her membership. We joyfully welcome her into our Meeting 

community where she has already been a longtime attender and has many personal ties. Clerk will write a 

letter from the Meeting communicating this to her.  

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT: Nancy Kraft reported that Things Unlimited invites the Meeting 

community to visit and see their new look and welcomes donations which can be brought to the store or  

dropped off at Friends School every 6
th
 day from 2:45 until 4 pm.  

     Representatives from the VA  Association for Independent Schools will be visiting for an accreditation 

evaluation Second Month 2
nd

 through 5
th
 day.  Friends are invited to a final meeting in the meetinghouse 

on 5
th
 day to hear the team=s final report. 

     Insurance has been acquired for all areas of the school but the buildings, and this currently being 

worked on. School Committee expressed a desire to work closely with Meeting on the proposed Laskin 

Road entrance redesign and any commercial proposals affecting our property. 

They have appointed a recruitment committee as they are seeking new School Committee members.  The 

school has finally received a permit from the city to build the Wilson Center.  

 

CLOSING MINUTE: We closed with a period of silence.  

 



Houston Shirk, Clerk 

Paula Justice, Recording Clerk       

Kings Way  

(Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 1929-1968) 

 

Martin Man, you light the stage with beauty black 

Soul Man, you swell our chest and loins with fire 

Preacher Man, you lift our hearts to scared space 

Brother Man, you take the hit for cries of pain 

 

Dreamer Man, you nudge us into wakening 

Star Man, you goad us toward the drinking gourd 

Marcher Man, you forge a path beset with snares 

Singer Man, you rouse each voice for freedom’s ring 

 

Healer Man, you lay on hands that soothe and bless 

Sower Man, you sow rich seeds that reap good crops 

Yankee Man, you give our mountains majesty 

Jailbird Man, you did the time, we did the crime 

 

Warrior Man, you testify the price of peace 

Martyr Man, you call to mind the blood runs near. 

 

Written by Robert E. Young Fourth month 4, 2002 


