
THE VIRGINIA BEACH PLAIN READER ELEVENTH & TWELVETH MONTHS 2002 

The Newsletter of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

2002 CALENDAR 

12/22/0210 AM  First day school for teens and adults. Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

  11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

12/24/02 7-8 PM Meeting House Open for singing and fellowship 

 7:30 PM Visit the Lutheran Church next door to hear the Boy’s Choir led by Gayle Johnson. 

 8-12 PM Meeting House Open for Worship.  Come any time and stay as long as you like. 

12/25/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

12/29/02 10 AM First day school for teens and adults. Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

  11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

2003 CALENDAR 

1/1/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

1/4/03 8 AM Spiritual Growth Group meets and the home of Nancy Craft 

1/5/03 10 AM First day school for teens and adults.  Babysitting available. 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 

 11 AM Worship 

13:15 At the rise of meeting Pot Luck followed by Call Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business for the purpose 

discerning the future meeting property changes which may affect our community.  

1/8/03  7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

1/12/03 9 AM Meeting for Worship with attention to Business 

11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 

 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00 join worship at 12:00 

 11 AM Worship 

1/15/03 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 

1/19/03 8 AM Spiritual Growth Group meets for breakfast at the Meeting House 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------- 

 First Day School for Teens and Adults weekly at 10 AM is reading and discussing the book, Noisy Contemplation. 

*****Other Important 2003 dates***** 

4/26/03 Representative Body Meeting, Wilmington North Carolina 

7/9-13/03Yearly Meeting, Guilford College, Greensboro North Carolina 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 

QUERY RESPONSES 

QUERY # 4 (11/10/02).  Do we assume our rightful share in the expenses of our Meeting?  DO we regard out time, our talents, 

and our possessions as given us in trust, and do we use them freely for the needs of others? 

Friends united in the following response. As a small Meeting, members are very faithful in carrying out the regular and 

unusual responsibilities of our Meeting. The remodeling our restrooms and the creation of the gardens at the front of our 

meetinghouse are examples. A few members often take on much of the activities and we must be cognizant of not taking on 

more activities as a group than we can carry. We can afford to reach out to those members and attenders who are less active and 

can be inspired to become more a part of the life of our Meeting. Our annual income has remained the same for several years. A 

core of members consistently contributes to our budget. We can all examine our lifestyle to determine if we are giving our share. 

The more we contribute, the greater our potential outreach to others. 

QUERY # 5:  (12/8/02)  Do we regularly attend our meeting for worship with attention to business and are they held in the spirit 

of love, understanding and forbearance?  Do we seek the right course of action in humble submission to the Authority of Truth 

and in the patient search for a sense of unity under Divine guidance? 

Responses, these are the voices that spoke.  When our meeting for worship with attention to business start with about 12 

people from a membership of 75 families, we have to wonder if we can answer in the affirmative.  The ones who attend are 

otherwise active; those not here are not very active.  This query calls to mind query three in the similarity of wording.  In the past 

six months it’s been easy for us to get distracted:  the land issue is one source, but the called meeting demonstrates our concern 

to actively seek God’s will.  We are impressed by the few number of people here; but no matter how many are here, we DO try 

to honor the principle of seeking out God’s will, no matter how cumbersome the process.  We are trying to be true to that 

principle.  It’s been said that when a decision is made it will be made by the same folks who are here.  We are confident that 

through these few, the Spirit does speak and we can come to a decision.  Perhaps if the emphasis were on this being a meting for 

WORSHIP with a concern for business, and not viewed as a “stepchild” of the weekly meeting for worship, we might avoid 

some of the breathlessness and rush that often come about.  A visitor recently observed that she was struck with the humility 



with which people spoke in meting.  We do seem to have the spirit the query speaks of and our intentions are in the right place, 

though sometimes we fall short.  All of us are led all the time. Our problem is that our egos are so often in the way.  We need to 

reaffirm that this is a meeting for worship, with a concern for business and just listen and then act.  All these queries have to do 

with community. There’s strong evidence we do NOT meet this Query.  We who are here are not many. We are NOT punctual.  

We, the community, cannot say we faithfully attend.  This raises the questions, what IS the community?  How hard do we work 

to nurture this community:  It is critical:  if the whole community is not involved in the community, we cannot be positive in 

response to this Query.  Those of us here are the “I’s”. Community is very important.  Both the “I” and the community are very 

important, and there should be a balance of these in our worship. Let us pay attention to Paul’s metaphor, the Body of Christ, 

each part is important and the whole is important.  It’s not a matter of one or the other, but both/and. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------- 

MINUTES 

VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS MINUTES 11-9-2002 

OPENING MINUTE: Meeting for Business opened with a period of waiting worship. Some 15 members and attenders were 

present. 

TREASURER=S REPORT: Income for 10
th

 month was $929.04 and expenses totaled $1191. 90. Building maintenance and 

appliance repair were the larger expenses. There are remaining expenses to pay for our restroom remodeling. Next business 

meeting will be our annual budget review for the next calendar year. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT: Whit Peace reports that enrollment is at 236 and admissions are expected to increase next 

month. Karen Kell has been hired as Development Director. A road rally and other fundraisers are planned. The annual 

Christmas Book Fair will be held Twelfth Month 4- 7. The Meeting room can no longer hold the entire student population for 

Sixth Day Meeting for Worship due to fire regulations. Alternative plans have been made. The Wilson Building plans continue 

and construction is expected to be completed by January 2003.  

The meetinghouse, grounds, and school will need an updated insurance policy. We are receiving bids at this time from various 

agencies. VAIS will be visiting this school year for an accreditation review. As a result, the school committee has updated the 

long range plans and these are available for review. The school committee is grateful for all the hard work Nancy Craft did in 

updating the school committee handbook.   Things Unlimited reported that the Halloween costume income was less of a financial 

success this year and plans new activities. The School reports a good working relationship with Things this year.  

     We have a smaller school committee than usual, and members are actively seeking new members. It was suggested that exit 

interviews for past members be carried out in order to gain valuable information about the committee functioning.  

     Teacher Anne-Marie Smith=s son-in-law as recently killed in a traffic accident. Our Meeting holds her family in the Light 

during this time.   

     A speaker’s bureau has been formed to recruit annual speakers from local colleges, the community and larger Quaker 

organizations. Speakers will be asked to address the Meeting and school communities. School Committee is requesting that 

Meeting budget $600 for this school year to meet one-half of the proposed annual $1200 budget for speakers. This proposal will 

be reviewed.  

REPRESENTATIVE BODY: Charlie Ansell sent a letter thanking all who participated in providing hospitality, food, 

entertainment, childcare, set-up and clean-up for Representative Body. All who attended had warm praise and heartfelt thanks for 

a wonderful weekend of business, fellowship and fun.  We need to discuss the Yearly Meeting agenda in terms of whether it is 

appropriate to modify and update the current Advices. Those meetings which have discussed this item, report mixed responses as 

to whether such changes are warranted and the form they should take. There does not seem to be unity at this time that revisions 

are needed. It was suggested that one change discussed of adding an introductory paragraph commenting on the historical 

significance of the Advices may relieve the concern over archaic language.  Representative body will meet again Fourth month 

26.  

ARTICLE: Louise Wilson reported that Crystal Waitekus had an article published in the current Guilford Friends Center 

Newsletter. The Meeting wishes to acknowledge the contribution that Crystal has made to our Meeting, the Guilford 

Community, and to her role as an intern in Africa and in our nation=s capital. The Meeting approved writing Crystal a letter 

acknowledging her contributions and example.  

LETTER: Laley Lippard requested a traveling minute to carry with her to New Zealand for introduction to the Quaker 

communities there. Meeting approved.  

MEETING PROPERTY: A request was made for information about the current state of affairs of our discussions with Wal-Mart 

about our future development plans. Concern was expressed about what the Meeting=s response is to the possible proposals that 

may be presented to us. Clerk, Houston Shirk, stated that a long range planning committee is considering this concern as well as 

the city plans for widening the roadway in front of our grounds and extending Donna Drive cutting through our property. 

Concern was expressed that the Meeting discuss those issues which will be raised by such changes: affecting the environment, 

affordable housing, and other humanitarian issues. Clerk was requested to ask Charlie Ansell, Tom Kennedy and Andy Young to 

plan a report next meeting for business and request a Meeting position paper. 

     It was approved that a called meeting concerning all future changes which may impact our meeting community be addressed 

on First Month 5
th

 at the rise of Meeting with a meeting for eating.  

CLOSING MINUTE: We closed with waiting worship.  

Houston Shirk, Clerk and Paula Justice, Recording Clerk 



 

VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 12-8-2002 

 

OPENING MINUTE.  Meeting for Worship with attention to business for twelfth month, 8
th

 day for the Virginia Beach Friends 

Meeting opened with a period of waiting worship.  Some 18 members and attenders were present. 

TREASURER’S REPORT.  The treasurer pointed out several features of the report.  He noted that we need some $4-5,000 to 

come out even for the year.  We’ve never taken in that much in Twelfth month.  We need to do something to make income and 

expenses match.  The majority of members and attenders do not contribute to the finances.  This needs to be noted to the Meeting 

by the Clerk, and perhaps in the newsletter.  It was pointed out by a member that our faith community is very different from most 

in how we collect.  It’s very laissez-faire and is consistent with our principles.  Another friend observed it’s clear that WE are not 

adequately supporting the community.  It’s out of sync to “raise rent” rather than bring this to the attention of members.  A friend 

observed that if each of the 75 member families gave $400 a year (+ $10 a week) we 

would have plenty of income.  The treasurer said that at the next meeting for worship with attention to business, there will be a 

firm financial report for the year and a firm proposed budget.  The meting should adopt a budget in first month. 

MEMBERSHIP.   

The Clerk reported receiving a letter from Jeanne Gill requesting membership in the meeting and asking for a clearness 

committee relative to membership.  Louise Wilson (convener), Julia Hebner, and Stuart Ashman were approved to be the 

Clearness Committee. 

The Clerk received a letter from Genny Jacobs formally asking that her name be removed from the membership list and 

the newsletter list. It was agreed the Louise Rothrock contact her to say we’re interested in meeting with her.  If her response is 

positive, Tom Kennedy and Nancy Craft will join Louise in meeting with her.  The meeting is reluctant to see her leave.   

 Perhaps we need to ask ourselves why various people have left the meeting.  We need to remind ourselves to notice 

when folks are not attending and make a point to contact them to let them know they are missed and to express concern for them.  

Ministry and Oversight tries to keep alert to this matter, yet it is a concern for all of us. 

DISCOVERY DINNER.  Bonnie Youngberg announced that she and Bob Smith would like to host a Discovery Dinner in First 

month.  The Meeting gave enthusiastic approval.  The date will be announced and sign up will be on the bulletin board. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT.  The widening of Laskin Road is supposedly likely to happen soon.  As currently drawn, our 

drives would be changed to a single drive aligned with the light so it would apparently take out the sign and the best of the trees.  

The City Appraiser’s office sent a letter to the Head of school asking if he wanted to be present when the appraiser comes out.  

He plans to be present.   

Discussion ensued relative to the city’s property appraisal related to the proposed widening of Laskin Road, with 

consequences for the entry to the meeting’s property.  The city had contacted the school through the Head, Jon Alden, though not 

the Meeting.  The city appraiser is coming Twelfth month 9.  Houston Shirk and Patricia Phalen Young were approved to join 

Jon Alden and represent the Meeting.  It was agreed to add Houston and Pat to the long range committee now consisting of 

Charles Ansell, Tom Kennedy and Andy Young.  It was agreed to that the committee was advised to consult with the attorney R. 

G. Nutter on this matter. 

The Head of School, Jon Alden and Charles Ansell continue working on the insurance policy that covers Meeting and 

school since the current policy is being cancelled as of the end of this month.  

Teacher Pat Clark, long time Middle and Upper school teacher, has been very ill and was discharged from intensive care 

last week.  School is looking for a long term substitute for her. 

Construction of the Wilson Center is scheduled to start tomorrow beginning with forms for the slab.   All of the steel 

and panels are on site.  A copy of the school’s long range plan is on the school bulletin board in the meeting house.   The VAIS 

accreditation visit with 8-10 people on the team will come to campus for four intensive days Second month 2-5.  The director of 

VAIS and the visiting team head came for a preliminary visit several weeks ago and indicated that our preparation looked good. 

It is a phenomenal amount of work writing about our programs.  Teachers Lisa Metcalf, Sue Nelson and Karen Forget have been 

doing a "heroic” job.  Due to occupancy limits passed on by the fire inspector,  School’s Meeting for Worship has been divided 

into two groups, grades 1-4 on Fifth day and grades 5-12 on Sixth day.  The initial reaction is that this is an improvement.  All 

are welcome to attend these Meetings for Worship at 9AM.  School committee has set up a “recruitment committee” to identify 

and encourage new people to become interested in being on the school committee.  School committee meets the first third day 

every month in the Main building at 7PM.  There is a new look at Things Unlimited.  Stop by for a visit.  Buy Garden of Lights 

tickets for the Norfolk Botanical Gardens from the School.  The school receives a percentage of each ticket sold.  

CLOSING MINUTE.  The meeting for worship with attention for business closed with a period of waiting worship. 

Houston Shirk, Clerk and Bettie Curie acting Recording Clerk 

 



Change of address and e-mail notice: 

If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, please send the request to Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, 

1537 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23451.  To subscribe or remove your subscription from the email newsletter use the 

following email addresses.  (The e-mail does not require capital letters.).  When you make changes to your email subscription, 

please include your name, address and phone number.  When you subscribe via e-mail, your name will be removed from the hard 

copy mailing of the newsletter unless you ask for it to continue it. 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and others interested in the 

Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting 

are included on a space available basis and reflect the views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person 

writing or submitting each article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 


