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------------------------------------------------------------------ 
SIXTH MONTH 2002 CALENDAR 
6/2/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 
 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00 
 11 AM Worship 
6/4/02 7 PM Friends School Committee Meeting 
6/5/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
6/6-7/02 No school MS Conferences 
6/8/02 SCHOOL GRADUATION 
6/9/02 9 AM Meeting for Worship with Attention for Business 
 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 
 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00 
 11 AM Worship 
*******2 - 4 PM Special Celebration and Pot Luck Sponsored by the School Community, School Committee and 
 Meeting to Celebrate the 30 plus years Teacher Phyllis has devoted her time and work to Friends School.  
 Everyone please join us to honor Teacher Phyllis!! 
6/12/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
6/13/02 Last day of School, Luncheon for School staff at 12:30 PM on the campus 
6/16/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00 
 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30,  join worship at 11:30 
 11 AM Worship 
6/19/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
6/23/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 
 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 
 11 AM Worship 
 Meeting for Singing at the rise of Meeting for Worship 
6/25/02 7 PM Ministry & Oversight Meeting (for Ministers, Elders and Overseers of Meeting) 
6/26/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
6/28-30/02  Conservative Gathering at Olney Friends School, sponsored by Ohio Yearly Meeting 
6/30/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 
 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 
 11 AM Worship 
 12:15 Meeting for Singing at the rise of Meeting for Worship 
SEVENTH MONTH 
7/2/02 Friends School Committee Meeting 
7/3/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
7/7/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 
 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00 
 11 AM Worship  
7/10/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
7/10-14/02  YEARLY MEETING, CHOWAN COLLEGE, MURFEESBORO NC 
7/14/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens - NO BUSINESS MEETING THIS MONTH 
 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 11:30 
 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00 
 11 AM Worship  
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



 VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 5/12/2002 
The meeting opened in waiting worship with some 17 members present. 
 We read Query #10:  Do we endeavor to live in harmony with nature?  Are we careful in our stewardship of the 
world's irreplaceable resources? 
We responded to Query # 10: Each responds to the query in our own way.  Each member knows there is more we can 
do.  As a group we can support  each other's efforts in fulfilling the query. 
 Letter from Benjamin Brown.  Meeting agreed to honor Ben Brown's request to be released from the station of 
recorded minister.  The clerk will write a letter to Ben Brown recognizing his continued participation in the life of the 
meeting and his faithfulness to his prompting of the Spirit. 
 Wes Chaney's Clearness Committee.  The Committee members present reported they are encouraging Wes in 
his leadings to continue as way opens.  He is requesting a traveling minute and endorsement from the Meeting.  
Meeting is not clear about legal responsibilities and monetary support.  Meeting requested the clearness committee to 
continue to work with Wes to seek legal counsel and report back with a recommendation.  We are considering a 
traveling minute to express "that this Friend has been in our community and that his leading is sincere and his message 
worth hearing." 
 Herbert Gill Support.  A request for donations for Herb Gill's Hospital bills be made to the Meeting was approved 
with the understanding our treasurer would be able to handle this and that there are no legal obstacles.  Herb Gill is the 
husband of an attender Jeannie Holcombe Gill and he was involved is a serious motorcycle accident. 
 School Committee Report.  Meeting approved $200 toward the party for Phyllis at the request of School 
Committee.  Meeting also approved spending $150.00 for a tree to be planted on the school grounds in honor of  
Teacher Phyllis. This will be planted during the party scheduled 6/9/2002. 
 Representative Body Report.  Yearly Meeting is asking our meeting to consider having representative body here 
in 10th month.  The two days after Yearly Meeting, we will be hosting the FWCC Quaker Pilgrimage, 21 people from 
overseas and 7 from the Americas. 
 Meeting closed with a brief period of waiting worship. 
Houston Shirk, Clerk and Norris Spencer, acting recording clerk 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Whit Peace has asked the meeting to consider support of the Hampton Roads Network for Nonviolence.  Below in the 
vision, mission and goals of this organization. 
HAMPTON ROADS NETWORK FOR NONVIOLENCE 
VISION 
Every individual, family and community organization will become aware of the  
interconnectedness of all life and begin to work to value and respect  
others to create a nonviolent world. 
MISSION 
To promote peace and nonviolence among all people and among all factions  
within and outside of Hampton Roads. 
ORGANIZATIONAL GOALS 
-       To support and develop education programs that promote peace and nonviolence for individuals, families, 
communities and organizations. 
-       To promote a public presence in the community in support of peace and nonviolence. 
-       To develop and maintain a community calendar of peace and nonviolence activities within our community. 
-       To be a clearinghouse for activities and organizations promoting peace and nonviolence in Hampton Roads. 
-       To maintain a form to discuss issues of peace and nonviolence in Hampton Roads. 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Here is a letter Whit wrote after attending the Hampton Roads Interfaith Worship 
12/11/2001 
        In reading responses from some of my fellow citizens of Hampton Roads to the Interfaith Worship held at Scope 
recently, I was moved to share a piece of my story with you.  It comes with a prayer towards God's Light shining into the 
spaces that are between his people and for his Love to come in to fill the gaps and draw us closer to one another. 
        When I was a boy I was drawn to the stories and history of the American Indians who walked and lived on this land 
before the white man came.  In my Boy Scouting we learned their ways and their love and respect for the Earth.  We 
celebrated important events in the manner of Indians, with great solemnest.  We also learned about God in Scouting 



and did this from the Christian perspective that our parents had raised us with.  We found no contradictions in this, 
maybe because we had better and more fun things to do with our time - and because none of our leaders thought it 
necessary to bring any contradictions to our attention.  Or maybe they, like we, saw no contradictions either. 
        Somewhere along the way in Church, however, individuals began to teach me that those who haven't properly 
accepted Jesus as their personal savior were going to burn in hell with the rest of the sinners. Upon my questioning, it 
was made clear that this included the Indians, even those who had died before the white man brought the story of Jesus 
to this land.  By extension, this damnation covered the natives of Africa and other peoples of the world who didn't know 
about Jesus, even though they might be good people with a religion of their own which they faithfully practiced.  The 
fire was going to be especially hot for those introduced to but not accepting of Jesus as Saviour. 
        Before this part was made clear, I had learned to love the stories of the Bible and the life and teachings of Jesus 
taught to me in Sunday School.  I wasn't too keen on hearing how bad we sinners were from the pulpit in the preaching 
time on Sunday, especially as it sunk in that I and all of mankind were condemned sinners from the get go.  I learned to 
accept my shortcomings as par for the course and felt some comfort in knowing that my sins weren't as bad as some of 
my friends'. And at least I had Jesus who had died so that God would forgive me of the wrongs I continued to find myself 
doing. 
        But in hearing from elders I respected as to how the Indians and others who hadn't accepted Jesus were 
condemned eternally, my faith in God and the Church was shaken.  For many years after I moved further from the 
Christian Church and questioned its leaders and teachers. There were many failings of notable Church leaders and 
Christians in my community which supported this move. 
        After many years of searching and learning from the various other faiths of the world, it was the teachings of a 
Hindu holy man which brought me back to Christianity.  Swami Satchidinanda taught me that the search for God can be 
likened to the people of the world climbing to the top of a mountain.  As we move closer to God we look about and see 
that there are many paths to the top and we see others on their journey.  Like the green grass on the other side of the 
hill, it is tempting to move over to a path that others are following, but that this takes time and effort and isn't going to 
get us anywhere different than our given path eventually will - the path our parents first set us off on.  Of  course some 
do change paths, some are called and others choose to and that is okay.  But still the top of the mountain is the goal and 
the quicker we get there the better.  Also, helping others on their path is good at times, and often we ourselves need the 
help of others in moving to the top.  We stumble and fall, sometimes losing ground.  But it is to the top that God calls us 
and the steps we must take will be shown to us by Him. 
        It was into the Society of Friends (Quakers) that I made my reentry into Christianity.  From these people my feeling 
that there is that of God in everyone was affirmed.  George Fox, a founding and notable Friend, I learned, had even gone 
so far in his visit to America to prove to a governor of an American colony that the Indians did in fact possess the "Light 
and Spirit of God", just as did the white man. 
        Though there is much of Friends' history and manner of worship and decision making, and their way of striving to 
live in the world but to be not of the world, that might be of some help towards the condition Christianity and the world 
in general finds it self today, my point now is not to further divide but to bring us closer, and so this will wait for another 
time.  I know that we Friends possess but our small part of the Truth and hope that my words here help begin to build 
trust among the people and faiths of Hampton Roads that the bits of Truth we all hold may be shared amongst us. 
        About Truth, I say with the support of many holy people of all faiths  It has nothing to fear.  The words and deeds of 
man, the misdeeds, the terrorism, nothing  can in one iota mar the beauty of God's Truth.  It need not be defended by 
man and any defense of Truth can often hurt more than it helps.   Sharing of Truth is good and useful, but forcing it upon 
another is not necessary.  If the truths we believe to hold within us is in fact part of the Truth, then nothing we bring in 
beside it will move It.  Moreover, input taken from others may combine to turn the untruths we hold into the true Truth 
of God.  Again, there is nothing to be feared in this process - but fear itself.  Let the lives we lead rather than the words 
we say be the greater means through which the Truth we hold is shared. 
        I do empathize with religious leaders who worry that those who are young and tender in their faith may be shaken 
and even uprooted with exposure to teachings of other faiths.  I myself have made congruent decisions in the upbringing 
of my daughter Tara, in having her educated at Virginia Beach Friends School and thereby sheltering her in some bit 
from the evils of the world.  However, in some contrast, I am heartened that Friends Education does encourage diversity 
and learning from the good of other people and other faiths, and, like our Friends Meeting, stresses that there is that of 
God in everyone.  I know that one day soon Tara will go out into the world, but I trust that the bow we have drawn (and I 
speak now of our family and our Friends community) will launch her up the mountain I spoke of earlier, to God.  I expect 
others will follow in her wake.  Likewise, I feel, do most of the other parents with children at our school look towards 



Friends Education's support in bringing good to the world through the lives of their children.  It is my hope that other 
families and churches will likewise join with us in striving to send out there young in a manner conducive to working 
with others in the hopes of mankind one day realizing the Truth and securing the Kingdom of God here on Earth. 
        Speaking now to the Christians among us: Jesus taught us to pray beginning "Our Father which art in Heaven".  In 
doing so He did not qualify these words saying who our brothers and sisters of our Father are, and so we must assume 
He meant all of the people of the world.  In support of this conclusion I and others have reached, Jesus showed that 
even the Samaritans of His time were capable of love and doing God's work as a good neighbors of mankind.  I ask, no 
plead, that we Christians in Hampton Roads learn to be comfortable with and support those of other faiths in our 
community  and certainly do nothing to detract from or tear down the message they bring.  If any among us had the 
whole Truth we wouldn't be here, and who among us in good conscience can put themselves on a pedestal to judge.  
Jesus Himself gave us much to learn along these lines.  From others God brings His message and His blessings  we must 
remain open to receive.  If you believe the Truth to be, as I do, that Jesus is the "Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first and the last", to be sure those of other faiths will meet Him as they approach the top of the mountain.  
It is our calling to make sure that nothing we do will make others resist Him, but rather that they will recognize Him 
when His face they behold and to His arms they will run. 
        To my non-Christian friends of Hampton Roads, please know that the love I have for you is no less than that I hold 
for my Christian friends, nor even my Friend friends.  Many Christians among us, as you know, feel likewise.  The others 
will get there as they grow in the grace of God.  Give us time.  There has been a lot gone by that makes our coming 
together difficult and much done in the name of religion on all sides that has taken us backward or built blocks against 
our advancement.  I hope there is among you ones who hear my cry and step forward to work with me and others to 
teach the Truths of our faiths to our young people and encourage interfaith learning.  That our children might one day 
reap the fruits of the seeds of good which their mothers and fathers have planted within them in God's name or 
otherwise. 
        To those left out of the Hampton Roads Interfaith worship service at Scope, I understand and sympathize with your 
hurt.  I was plummeted to the depths when a calling I felt to sponsor a similar interfaith Thanksgiving gathering met 
resistance from a friend of a particular Christian denomination who felt affront in my intention to include my Seventh 
Day Adventist and Mormon friends.  I didn't even get around to this person my intention to bring in my Hindu, Buddhist 
and pagan friends and instead sadly let the calling pass by.  It isn't easy and will take time, I now realize.  However, I have 
faith that our differences will be overcome in time, and that the Spirit within you will bring critical elements of the Truth 
to bare.  Please persist in your faith and good works and I hope you find it in your heart to believe as I do that we will 
meet at the top of the mountain, if not before. 
        I turn now to the events leading up to the interfaith celebration at Scope  the happenings of 9/11/2001.  But in 
doing so regress to recount a recent conversation with a neighbor.  This friend said that his readings had led to a feeling 
that Lincoln was wrong.  To paraphrase, slavery was on its way out and would have been eliminated within a few 
decades without the loss of life and disruption of our American mission which the war between the states brought 
about.  Having recently studied the Quaker movement against slavery which resulted in all Friends having disowned 
slaves by 1776, I could only agree. However, upon further reflection, especially of my readings of the Confederacy and 
Robert E. Lee, I began to wonder.  Mr. Lee, by all accounts was a man of God and others more well versed in history than 
I will readily attest to this.  Lincoln, likewise I feel, was moved by God.  There were others for sure, but I focus and am 
drawn towards these two now to represent the fact that we as individuals cannot rightly judge the ways of God beyond 
or even within our own calling, and can only move as we feel drawn by Him and leave it for Him to work our efforts 
towards His Greater Good. 
        As a good Virginian I feel pride in Mr. Lee's work on this Earth.  Still, despite an upbringing to the contrary, I've come 
to find many Yankees to be good people and good friends.  On a more serious note, I have watched over the course of 
my lifetime the generational hate and fear between blacks and whites begin to abate.  Of this I am proud and encourage 
it to be more so.  I now say to my friend who felt Lincoln rushed things: all things must pass, let us like Lincoln do as we 
can to hurry them along that the Kingdom of Heaven be realized all the more sooner.  Try as we might, we are not the 
planners, only the workers of our destiny.  Let us learn to let go and hand over to Him the control.  Mr. Lee was doing 
what he thought to be God's will and it has brought us here, within reach of a better world.  Who are we to judge? God's 
Spirit will guide us to the end if we but let it. 
        To further digress, I point out our forefathers work to form a more perfect union, one nation under God.  And the 
opportunity presented now, in the heartland of where this all began, to continue this work anew and with increased 
vigor for those who follow and for our one God who watches down upon us and waits for our return. 



        In no way do I want to sanctify the terrorism of 9/11/2001, but I do feel called to point out the opportunity 
presented in its aftermath and that we here in Hampton Roads are in a position to respond, to turn bad into good  as 
others across our land have likewise chosen. 
        Our Earth has been split.  Rather than recoil and crawl into our caves, we have the opportunity to plant seeds of 
love and peace in the furrows.  Hearts are open and questioning, many are living in fear of tomorrow.  Let us join 
together to plant and tend the fields, and as neighbors, help where help is needed.  This is the America and American 
Community I was brought into and the one I want my child to join and help in working.  Though most of us have moved 
beyond the barn building and hog killings which brought neighbors together in the past, there is much together we can 
accomplish today if but giving to and receiving from one another we concentrate upon.   
        To the war on terrorism I now turn.  I have no answers at this time.  Deliberately putting myself in the middle, I 
break with many of my Friends in seeing all of this as evil and against God's will.  I, for now, support our President's 
leadings and trust that our military actions are necessary in the grand scheme of things - or if not, then God will lead us 
to overcome any damage done.  I have not rejected our Quaker Peace Testimony and do foresee the Peaceable Kingdom 
coming about one day, with the lion and the lamb lying down beside one another.  This will take time, and likely only 
beyond time will it be realized. However, between now and then there is work to be done that will take us there.  As 
best as I can discern, there has been no time in history that has given those of us with a spiritual mind the freedom and 
the means to spread the ideas of peace and love which we receive from God.  I say we take full advantage of this 
opening and together work with earnest towards the day when we can truly beat our swords into plowshares. 
        Here in the birthplace of liberty I call this work to begin among all people and all faiths of Hampton Roads.  Let us 
come together, and like our American forefathers, establish patterns that will ever move us towards a more perfect 
union.  If amongst the diversity in our community good ideas can be formed together, then our work may give hope to 
the world. 
        In closing, please know that preaching wasn't what I set out to do in life and I'm not about to give up my day job 
which my Computer Science training from Old Dominion University has well enabled me. However, from time to time I 
have been moved to share words and thoughts of God with others in the hopes of helping and of bringing his people 
together.  This I have tried to do today with the above and I hope there are at least a few among you who will benefit.  I 
leave you with words of others which have meant much to me in my growth towards God. 
From Jerry Garcia and Robert Hunter:  
"Don't tell me this town ain't got no heart, you just got to poke around..." 
And from a prophet of God who has done much in giving me hope through the years, Bob Marley:  
"People get ready, One Love, One Heart, Let's Get Together and Sing praise to the Lord and feel All right..." 
        Thank you for the time you have given in reading these words. May God have you see around those that are not 
from Him or those that are not for you.  May he shine Light and give meaning to you through them beyond the marks 
I've put on this paper. 
Your Friend, Whit Peace  
---------------------------------------------------- 
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