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FIRST MONTH 2002 CALENDAR 
1/2/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
1/6/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
1/6/02 11 AM Meeting for Worship 
1/6/02 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00. 
1/6/02 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 
11:30 
1/6/02 5 PM Pot Luck Supper - with invited guest, Max Carter - All are welcome to attend. 
1/6/02 7 PM Max Carter to give a talk on Quakers - See information in this newsletter edition  All are 
welcome. 
1/7/02 All day, Max Carter visits Friends School. 
1/7/02 7 PM Max Carter gives a talk to the Friends School Community - All are welcome to attend. 
1/8/02 7 PM School Committee meets in the new school building 
1/9/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
1/13/02 9 AM Meeting for Worship with Attention for Business 
1/13/02 11 AM Worship 
1/13/02 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00 
1/13/02 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 
11:30 
1/13/02 Evening Plan of an opportunity to meet with one of the candidates applying to be the next 
Head at Friends 
School.  Watch for more information posted in the meeting house and announced at the rise of meeting. 
1/16/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
1/20/02 8-10 AM Spiritual Growth Group Breakfast & discussion topic:  Testimony in Lives  - What about 
this 
belief or these lives speaks to your condition?  How has this life touched your life:  Has reading the 
selection influenced your relationship with God in any way?  Book to read in preparation for the 
discussion: The Four Agreements by Don Migeal Ruiz - Pick up a copy from your local book store. 
1/20/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
1/20/02 11 AM Worship 
1/20/02 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 
11:30 
1/20/02 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 
1/23/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
1/27/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
1/27/02 11 AM Worship 
1/27/02 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 
11:30 
1/27/02 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00. 
1/27/02  Meeting for Singing at the rise of Meeting for Worship 
1/30/02 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
2/3/02 10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
2/3/02 11 AM Worship 



2/3/02 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teenage 11:00 to 11:30, join worship at 
11:30 
2/3/02 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship 12:00 
 
2002 Special Events To Put on Your Calendar 
First and Second Month 2002.  Watch for announcements at the rise of meeting and posted on the 
bulletin board relating to opportunities to meeting the potential candidates the next Head of Friends 
School. 
Weekend of Third Month 18-19, Tom Mullin to visit Meeting and School Communities 
4/20/02 Representative Body Meeting, West Grove NC 
6/28-30/02 Conservative Gathering at Olney Friends School, sponsored by Ohio Yearly Meeting 
7/10-14/02 Yearly Meeting, Chowan College, Murfreesboro NC 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share the monthly meeting minutes with members, attenders and 
others interested in the Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting.  The minutes represent the official view of the 
meeting.  Other articles relating to the meeting are included on a space available basis and reflect the 
views of the person submitting the information.  The name of the person writing or submitting each 
article is included to avoid the impression the information represents the opinion of the meeting. 
 
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting Minutes, Twelfth Month 4, 2001 
 
OPENING MINUTE: The Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends united in 
Meeting for Worship with attention to Business on 12th month, 4, 2001 at 9:00 AM Some 20 members 
and attenders were present. We began with a period of silent worship. 
 
[Fifth Query:  Meeting for Business.  Do we regularly attend our meetings for business, and are they held 
in a spirit of love, understanding, and forbearance?  Do we seek the right course of action in humble 
submission to the Authority of Truth and in the patient search for  a sense of unity under Divine 
guidance?] 
RESPONSE:  There are a group of members and attenders of Virginia Beach Friends Meeting who 
regularly attend Meeting for Worship With Attention to Business and who strive to bring to this worship 
time a spirit of love and forbearance.  Often we find our Meeting for Business weighted with concerns of 
the operation of the Meeting and many hunger that our worship at these times to address concerns 
which affect us as a community of Christ - at local, national and international levels.  Many are 
heartened by the time we spend in Meeting for Business in hearing of the good work coming from 
voices who report and inquire about the work of our Meeting and its committees and other working 
groups.  Particularly silent of late, though, has been our Peace and Social Concerns committee.  We hope 
that something can be done to move this work along.  We recognize as a Meeting that the Spirit is 
present in our working out of even the most mundane concerns brought into our midst.  Most who 
attend Meeting for Business feel the presence of the spirit as strong or stronger than in our weekly 
Meeting for Worship.  There are those among us who have become convinced Quakers through having 
spent time in sitting and working in Meeting for Business.  Though matters attended to at Meeting for 
Business are not always the ones we may individually feel need to be addressed and dwelt upon, the 
Spirit in which we meet and the Truth we seek in these Meetings bring forth the Christ within our 
presence and serves to show that those who attend are striving to follow our Faith's calling "to live in 
the world, but be not of the world".  The question of whether we as a Meeting witness to the extent 
called for by our Faith was raised.  It is hoped that ones among us are called to lead us in this effort. 
 



CLEARNESS COMMITTEE FOR MEMBERSHIP OF NANCY J. NIXON:  
Stuart Ashman reported that the Membership Committee for Nancy had met with her and warmly and 
enthusiastically recommends that Meeting accept her into its membership.  This is a special joy after 
having Nancy work beside us on Meeting work for so many years.  Meeting approved Nancy's 
membership and welcomed her as a member of the Meeting. 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT: 
Andy Young gave the school committee report.  Because of scheduling changes in 11th month, Andy 
reported for both 11th and 12th months' School Committee meetings.  Charlie Ansell was thanked for 
his work on the School Gathering. The purpose of the Gathering was to explore: (A) who we are as a 
Friends School, (B) who we want to be; and (C) what kinds of things we need to do to become who we 
want to be.  School Committee members, School faculty, parents and students participated.  School 
Committee is opening each meeting with a School Committee query that is responded to out of silent 
waiting, just as in our Meeting's worship with attention to business.   
The School is undergoing its 10th-year VAIS accreditation.  The school currently is in the year long self-
study portion of the accreditation process.  Larry Herz will be completing the parking for the new school 
building in accordance with the existing site plans, realizing that further long term planning discussion is 
warranted.  Costs are not to exceed $20,000.  Fundraising events for the school are being planned for 
the coming months including a Road Rally and Live Auction - 2/24/2002, a Renaissance Faire - 
4/20/2002.  Enrollment stands at 251.  Lory Yano, Upper School Social Studies teacher, has resigned. 
Teacher Ashlie Weeks, a former Friends School student and now pottery teacher, is the new and proud 
parent of a baby boy.  The Things Unlimited Committee has completed the evaluation for Marilyn 
Dembowski, Head of Things.  Things contributed $12,000 to the school last month. 
Task forces are being formed to spread the word and take action on responding to the 
opportunities/challenges presented in Irene McHenry's report following the School Gathering.  Debra 
Alexandra, a Friends School parent, will give a presentation on diversity issues in our first meeting of 
next year on 1/8/2002.  The Head Search is coming along and many good resumes have been received, 
several from members of the society of Friends and also some non-Friends with Friends education 
experience.  School Committee reported on questions and conditions it considers critical to future cash 
flow and ability to repay the building loan: 
 Can the school continue to generate $66,000 +/- from operations? 
 Can the capital campaign continue to raise $50,000 +/- annually? 
 How much will the Wilson Center building cost? 
 Investment income is unsure. 
The Salaries and Benefits task force presented the results of the Faculty Survey.  Results will continue to 
be analyzed and recommendations presented to the School Committee's Budget and Finance 
Committee prior to the setting of salaries and tuition for next year ,which will take place in 1st or 2nd 
month. 
 
MEO REPORT 
MEO is inviting two Quakers who will be speaking to the school community to also meet with Meeting 
and our wider community.  Both Quakers have devoted many years to Quaker education and as Quaker 
speakers provide a wonderful glimpse into what Quakers are about.  Max Carter will be visiting 1st 
month 6th evening.  Charles Ansell, Norris Spencer, Andy Young and Whit Peace agreed to make 
arrangement for a pot luck supper at 5 PM on the 6th with a presentation at 7 PM by Max Carter.  The 
wider community will be invited to the 7 PM presentation with an announcement in the newspaper if 
way opens.  On the 7th, Max will visit the school all day and meet with the school community in the 
evening.  The meeting agreed to pay for his expenses plus provide a $100 honorarium.  A fuller 



description of who Max Carter will be presented in the meeting newsletter to invite everyone to attend 
his presentation.  The visit in 3rd month by Tom Mullins is being planned for the 9th-12th time frame. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT 
Hank presented the treasurer's report for 11/2001.  Expenses exceeded income by $296.27. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Hank presented the budget worksheet for next year.  Friends were encouraged to review the report and 
come prepared to discuss and approve a final budget for 2002 at next month's Meeting for Worship 
with Attention to Business. 
Hank was commended for his work as treasurer. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
The Meeting will hold Christmas Eve worship with caroling from 6-8 and silent waiting worship by the 
fireplace from 8 to midnight.  Gayle Johnson volunteered to lead the caroling and Benjamin Hebner II 
will tend the fire. 
 
Houston Shirk, Clerk and Whitney Peace, Acting Recording Clerk 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
BEARDED AND WIDE BRIMED HAT MAN  1/6/02 
 
While the jolly man with the long beard won't be in town long there are reports that a bearded 
gentleman with a keen sense of humor, overwhelming affection for the young and the young at heart 
and a smile that would melt a snowball is headed our way.  Most of us will miss seeing the man of mirth 
in the red stocking cap.  A Friend has provided assurance we can all gather with the bearded Quaker in 
the broad brim hat with the gift for seeing the "lighter" side of life if not many oddities of Quaker 
History. 
 
If the beard and smile are not enough to qualify this person as a merry, caring Quaker Educator with a 
word or quip for each of us check out the titles.... Director for Friends Center at Guilford College, 
Campus Ministry Coordinator and Adjunct Professor of Religious Studies at Guilford.  Friends aren't big 
on titles but we must admit they do suggest that this person has something of interest to say to us. 
 
Join Max Carter and the entire Meeting Community at the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting House on First 
(January) Month 6, 2002 at 7:00PM.  You will leave knowing at least one Quaker other than the cherub 
faced Friend on the Quaker Oats box and you will be treated to a humorous look at who we are as 
Quakers. 
 
Plans for a New Head for Friends School 
Friends School is in the process of seeking a new Head for the School.  Beginning the middle of First 
month (January) expect information and announcements relating to candidates coming to meet the 
school and meeting communities.  We are scheduling the individuals to visit while school is in session.  
This means the opportunity for meeting and school communities to meet the person will be on or 
adjacent to a school day.  Please check the meeting house bulletin board and listen for announcements 
at the rise of meeting so you don't miss anyone!  (Nancy Craft for the Search Committee) 
 



The informal group commonly known as Quaker Women gathers monthly on a fifth day evening at 7:15 
PM (Thursday evening).  All women are welcome to come.  Listen for announcements at the rise of 
meeting for dates for these gatherings.  (Notice requested by "Quaker Women") 
 
Change of address and e-mail notice 
If you wish to add, change or delete your name from this newsletter, please send the request to Virginia 
Beach Friends Meeting, 1537 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23451.  To subscribe or remove your 
subscription from the email newsletter use the following email addresses.  (The  
e-mail does not require capital letters.).  When you make changes to your email subscription, please 
include your name, address and phone number.  When you subscribe via e-mail, your name will be 
removed from the hard copy mailing of the newsletter unless you ask for it to continue it. 
VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-SUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 
VIRGINIABEACH-NEWSLETTER-L-UNSUBSCRIBE@NCYMC.ORG 


