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NINTH MONTH CALENDAR 
9/2/01  10 AM First Day School for Adults and Teens 
9/2/01  11 AM Worship 
9/2/01  11 AM First day school for school age children up to teen age  11:00 to 11:30,join worship 11:30 
9/2/01  11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00. 
9/4/01  7 PM School Committee meets 
9/5/01  7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
9/6/01  5:30 PM Pot Luck All School Picnic - Meeting Members/Attenders opportunity to meet parents. 
9/9/01  9 AM Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
9/9/01  11 AM Worship 
9/9/01  11 AM First day school for school age children up to teen age 11:00 to 11:3, join worship at 11:30 
9/9/01  11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00. 
9/12/01 7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
9/16/01 11 AM Worship 
9/16/01 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teen age 11:00 to 11:3, join worship 11:30 
9/16/01 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00. 
9/19/01  7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
9/23/01 11 AM Worship 
9/23/01 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teen age 11:00 to 11:3, join worship 11:30 
9/23/01 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00. 
9/24/01 School MS & US Parents' Back to School Night 
9/25/01 School ES & LS Parents' Back to School Night 
9/26/01  7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
9/30/01 11 AM Worship 
9/30/01 11 AM First day school for school age children up to teen age 11:00 to 11:3, join worship 11:30 
9/30/01 11 AM First day school for pre-school age children 11:00 to 12:00, join worship at 12:00. 
9/30/01 12:15 PM at rise of Meeting for Worship Meeting for Singing All are welcome to join in! 
10/3/01  7 PM Intercessory Prayer 
10/4/01  School Pictures for all students 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Special Events 
10/27/01 Representative Body Meeting, West Grove NC 
12/8/01  Winter Retreat sponsored by NCYM-C, location West Grove 
12/23/01 VBFM serves the meal at the Shelter, 5 PM 
12/24/01 Meeting House open from 8-12 PM for Waiting Worship 
12/26/01 VBFM serves the meal at the Shelter, 3 PM 
12/30/01 VBFM serves the meal at the Shelter, 5 PM 
 
Minutes for Eighth Month 2001 
The Meeting for Worship with attention to business was convened at the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting House on 
Eighth Month, 12 at 9:00AM.  Approximately twenty members and attenders were present.  The Meeting began with a 
period of silent worship. 
RESPONSE TO QUERY #2:  This query speaks to us both in our attendance at Meeting and to our attending to the matters 
of Meeting.  Friends are faithful in attending to both.  Members should reach out in prayer or contact to all members 
and attenders who might provide remedies for our concerns.  In reference to our open submission to God, it is felt that 
we are not only called to openly submit to God during meeting but also to live our lives in open submission to God.  It is 
difficult to set aside ourselves and listen to God. 
TREASURER'S REPORT:  The treasurer provided a report based on Sixth and Seventh Months.  The total income was 
$3,847.05 with expenses of $5,193.52.  Income was $1346.47 less than expenses.  These expenses included payment to 



School for financial aid and purchase of new tables.  Meeting was able to support Benjamin Hebner III for his travel to 
Ramallah.  Donations totaled $1065.00.  Meeting also supported Wes Cheney's travel to yearly meeting.  The treasurer 
requested that Friends provide advanced notice of requests for funds for travel.  The treasurer requested that budget 
planning be placed on the agenda for 10th month. 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS REPORT:  The Clerk expressed thanks to Larry Herz for his faithful attendance to the repair of 
the air conditioning system.  Bushes have been added to the circular drive in the front of the Meeting House.  
Acknowledgment and thanks were given to those Members who assisted in this effort.  Building and Grounds will be 
discussing the current problems related to watering.  Concern was expressed regarding the current water bill.  It was 
shared that the current month bill included a storm water assessment.  Five new air conditioning units will be installed 
(one in the Meeting House and four in the School).  These units were replaced at no cost to Meeting or School as the 
manufacturer recalled the previous units.  An outside workday will be scheduled for the early fall.  The Building and 
Grounds Committee will determine a date.  Members and attenders were asked to assist in this effort.  Larry Herz is 
looking into the hiring of a professional cleaning group for the up-keep of the interior of the Meeting House. 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT:  After many years of dedicated and faithful service, Phyllis Sullivan has submitted her 
formal resignation as Head of Virginia Beach Friends School effective June 30, 2002.  Friends asked that a copy of the 
position description and qualification requirements for the position of Head of School be posted at the Meeting House. 
Worth Pickering provided the School Committee Report.  This will be a very active year for the School Committee.  With 
the resignations of Chris VanVleek and Julia Hebner, School Committee is at seven members.  Friends thank them both 
for their faithful efforts in attending to the matters of the School.  Andy Young has assumed the responsibilities of 
convener.  Recruitment of new members will be undertaken and Worth asked the Committee on Nominations to assist 
in identification of new members.  The School Committee will be restructured and individuals with skills and talents in 
areas such as insurance, legal issue, development, and marketing will be sought to work with the Committee.  Friends 
Council on Education will be working with the School Committee at a retreat scheduled for Tenth Month, 26th and 27th.  
School has budgeted for 270 students with current enrollment at 249.  The Upper School now has mandatory Quaker 
Studies and teachers are needed.  If Friends are interested in teaching Quaker Studies, curriculum guides are available.  
Several new teachers have been hired including Norris Spencer. 
The School picnic is scheduled for Ninth Month, 6 at 5:30.  Members and attenders are invited.  Friends are also invited 
to the weekly School Meeting for Worship held during the school year at 9:00am each Sixth Day. 
The certificate of occupancy for the new School building is expected this week. 
REQUEST FOR MEMBERSHIP:  Worth Pickering shared that he and Natalie Watson are requesting membership in 
Meeting.  Friends joyously received this news. 
MINISTERS, ELDERS, and OVERSEERERS:  MEO discussed the continuation of the Spiritual Growth Groups.  Friends 
agreed that the Spiritual Growth Groups enliven the life of Meeting.  Planning for the continuation will begin soon.  A 
planning meeting was scheduled for the second First Day of Ninth Month.  Friends interested in these Groups should 
contact Nancy Craft. 
MEO welcomed two new members, Houston Shirk and Bob Smith.  Meeting would like to thank friends (Andy Young, 
Linda Archer, and Grace LeClair) whose tenure on MEO has ended, for their faithful service to Meeting. 
FRIENDS SUPPORT COMMITTEE FOR FRIEDA GIBBONS:  Due to Frieda Gibbon's increasing memory problems and 
difficulty with daily affairs, Jenny Jacobs, convener of the Support Committee, has asked if Meeting could assume legal 
guardianship for Frieda.  Jenny has confirmed that it is possible for the Meeting to assume guardianship.  Jack Ferrebee, 
ESQ, has agreed to represent the Meeting in the legal hearings at no cost to Meeting.  It was noted that Meeting has yet 
to formally approve the action to seek guardianship.  It is important that we understand the legal responsibilities and 
that the responsibilities of guardianship be defined.  Jenny will be asked to provide more detailed information.  If 
needed, a called Meeting for Worship with Attendance to Business will be held to determine the appropriate actions 
prior to a scheduled court date.  Members were in agreement that regardless of the legal issues, Frieda's well being was 
a priority and will be attended to by members.  Friends were in agreement that the aging members of our Meeting are 
under the care of the Meeting and should be held in the Light. 
 
FRIENDS UNITED MEETING:  Virginia Beach Friends Meeting received a letter of thanks from the Friends United Meeting 
for our donation of $1000.00 for the Ramallah Work Teams effort.  These funds help to support travel for Benjamin 
Hebner III's travel. 
LETTER FROM CRYSTAL WAITIKUS:  Virginia Beach Friends Meeting received a letter from Crystal Waitikus informing 
Friends that after much prayerful consideration she withdrew her application for travel to Ramallah.  She remains 



committed to the work in Ramallah and plans to travel in the future.  Crystal sought guidance from the Meeting as to the 
disposition of the funds which were provided by individual members for her travel.  These funds were not provided 
through Meeting.  Friends felt that Crystal should discuss the disposition of the funds in question with those individuals 
who provided the donations.  The Clerk will discuss this with Crystal. 
If Crystal and Benjamin had both traveled, the donations contributed by Meeting would not have been enough to cover 
the travel.  The Spirit was at work and the funds acquired through donations to Meeting were enough to cover 
Benjamin's travel.   
MEETING FOR EATING:  Nancy Craft suggested that the Meeting invite Benjamin Hebner III to discuss his recent trip to 
Ramallah at the Meeting for Eating in Eighth Month.  Friends joyously agreed to extent this invitation 
It was noted that attendance at Meeting for Eating has been dwindling.  Ben Hebner Jr. suggested that much of the life 
in Meeting for Eating was the children.  Those children have grown into early adulthood.  The youth in our meeting are 
missed.  Additionally, many other programs have included food in individual meetings which may also have contributed 
to the lowered attendance.  In past years, Meeting for Eating has been held on a quarterly instead of monthly schedule.  
Friends agreed to amend the schedule for Meeting for Eating to a quarterly basis.  Eighth Month Meeting for Eating will 
be held as scheduled and the next Meeting for Eating will occur in Eleventh Month. 
LETTER FROM RICHARD HEBNER:  Richard Hebner has asked to be recorded as an adult member of Meeting and that this 
request was his choice and made with free will.  Richard additionally asked that a letter be drafted to his College 
verifying his membership and in support of his Conscientious Objector draft status.  Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 
supports members who select to designate themselves as Conscientious Objectors as consistent with our Quaker beliefs.  
The Clerk will provide the letter for Richard. 
CLOSING MINUTE:  The meeting closed with silent worship to reconvene in 9th month is consistent with Divine Will 
Houston Shirk, Clerk    Linda R Archer, Acting Recording Clerk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
VBFM member Benji Hebner traveled to Ramallah this summer as part of a Guilford College program.  Here are some of 
his email correspondence while he was there. 
Notes from the Journal of Benji Hebner while in Ramallah, Summer 2001 
Seventh Month 15, 2001 
Marhabba! 
I'm in an Internet cafe here in Ramallah in the Occupied West Bank (otherwise known as Palestine to those with a shred 
of respect and Judea to those without one).  The last two days have had more mind blowing experiences packed into 
them than any two days of my life previously.  There is no way I can write about everything, but I am keeping a journal 
so that I can recount everything when I return. The said journal is starting to sound like notes to some class or other 
because I am recording only the details that will jog my memory for the rest.  It is still already several pages long just 
from the first full day here.  I haven't written yet this evening. 
We started the morning out with Quaker meeting with Ramallah Monthly Meeting (FUM).  We were lucky enough to get 
a visit from Christian Peacemaker Team (CPT) members from Hebron. Evidently Hebron is being barricaded similarly to 
Jericho.  It is usually an hour or two from here to there, but they had to hunt all over the city for a road that wasn't 
blockaded.  The Israelis use these huge poured cement blocks to close the roads whenever it suits them.  Understand 
that the road closures are rarely in response to any particular threat or offense in particular.  Our tour guide yesterday 
described the cement blocks as "toys that the Israelis play with in the street."  Anyway, the CPT folks talked to us about 
the situation in Hebron and encouraged us to come if we could. Our very presence here in the occupied territory gives 
many Palestinians a ray of hope that SOMEBODY in the global community is paying attention to them.  Much of the 
Israeli program against them is centered around making them feel as isolated and helpless as they can.  The CPTers gave 
a VERY moving talk in which they spoke extensively of how much it really means for us to be here in the context of 
solidarity with the Palestinians.  We haven't decided yet whether to go to Hebron or not; that will take a Meeting for 
Worship with attention to Major Decision.  If enough of the group is up to it though, I'm ready to go.  This is not to say 
that there aren't those Palestinians who would just as soon have us leave them alone.  Much of the Infatada is centered 
around the rejection of Western culture and faith to their own traditions.  Sad to say, you would never know it from 
looking at down town Ramallah.  The fact that you are getting this letter should give you an idea of the level of 
development here in Ramallah.  There are those who will give us the evil eye on occasion, but a solid nine out of ten of 
the people I have come into contact with here in Palestine are delighted to have us here; often more so when they find 
out we are Quakers. 



Yesterday we had our first real live confrontation with Israeli soldiers.  We went down and visited the flash point here in 
Ramallah.  It is on what was once the main road from Ramallah to Jerusalem.  It is thoroughly blocked off now.  There is 
about 200-300 yards of it that is scorched and littered with burned out husks of automobiles fired bullet shells and the 
fired bullets themselves; rubber and solid lead.  I picked up and kept one of the rubber bullets.  Unusually heavy I 
thought. It turns out that their "rubber" bullets are just rubber casings over a solid metal core.  If I can get the thing 
through customs, I will keep it in my pocket and peg the next person in the states I hear employ the term "Liberal 
Occupation."  Anyway, when the cameras came out and it was clear we were taking pictures and souvenirs, an Israeli 
jeep on the far side of the barricade gunned its engine and swept down and pulled up right next to me of all places.  The 
driver signaled for me to come over to the vehicle, but I am not in the habit of approaching M-16s voluntarily.  I let Max 
and our tour guide go over and speak with the sergeant (or whoever he was) as more men with unbelievably huge guns 
climbed out of the back of the jeep.  The Sgt. said, "You should not be here.  It is very dangerous." 
The tour guide responded, "But you aren't shooting at us." 
The Sgt. said, (rather tersely to our Palestinian tour guide) "Yes, but they might," pointing east.  I can't recount the rest 
of the conversation word for word, but the end result was that the thoroughly irritated soldiers said that we could do as 
we liked, got back into their jeep, and sprayed dust at us as they left (!!!). The tour guide wasn't phased at all.  "They 
would never try something in front of Americans," he said.  The CPTers backed that up this morning.  Apparently, their 
normal routine includes following soldiers around on their patrol.  This doesn't please the soldiers at all.  It means that 
they have to run off and lose the CPT whenever they wish to beat someone up.  The CPT also raised a bit of hell 
yesterday when they walked up to a checkpoint where the Israelis were holding two Palestinian boys for no reason in 
particular.  The one woman (I can't recall any of the names right now. Next time.) called the chain of command on her 
cell phone one after the other asking loudly, "Your soldiers are holding two children without cause, is this allowed and 
can you authorize it?"  The other members of the team went from soldier to soldier asking them to please reconsider 
their actions.  They were completely safe the whole time, because to commit an act against an American Citizen, even a 
fanatical and irritating American Citizen, would be an international incident that Israel wishes to avoid at all costs.  None 
the less, these CPT people confront fully armed soldiers this way. I ain't there yet. 
Hold me in the light. 
Seventh Month 22, 2001 
Hey out there! 
This here is an effort to get across the present situation facing the residents of the Holy Land and also communicate a 
few conclusions I have come to as a result of spending time in what my friend and fellow traveler Alex Stosen (who is no 
stranger to the third world, having done projects with Habitat in some of the worst areas of Central America and Eastern 
Europe) called, "the most oppressive and depressing atmosphere I have ever been in."  We'll start out factual and get 
gradually more sanctimonious as the evening wears on and I get higher off of this wonderful Arab coffee. 
First Point: The Hebrew State of Israel is in no military danger of any kind. 
You all may wish to say that over a few times just so it sticks in your head given that it runs contrary to everything that 
gets said about the issue in the American press.  Just let it roll around on your tongue and get used to it. 
The rest of the Middle East has no love for Israel, but the rest of the Middle East is made up of dictatorships who have 
huge financial investments in sucking up to the good old USofA.  They say a lot of things to Arafat when he comes 
around begging for support, sometimes they even put some money into supporting one cause or the other (usually 
playing into the hands of the Israelis: I'll discuss it later), but when it comes to actual political support for the 
Palestinians in the occupied territories, every single Arab state backs down and talks the party line. 
"But what about the threat from the occupied territories themselves?" asks the hand that shot up in the back of the 
room.  Don't make me laugh.  The military presence here in Ramallah is almost non-existent.  The country is completely 
under Israeli control.  Even the areas they have given up were given up under international pressure; the settlements 
are still very comfortable and growing by the day. 
"But what about the Militant Islamic Fanatics?"  Ah yes, those people James Bond has held at bay for so long.  Funny you 
should mention it, but those people are VERY few and far between.  Here are a few facts about Hamas (that is the major 
Islamic "terrorist" group).  They are very well funded by a couple of neighboring Arab nations.  As a result it pays fifty 
shekels a day to carry their flag at a protest.  All of the positions, from sniper to pasting posters, are paid positions.  
Under the present economic crunch here in Israel and Palestine (oh yeah, there is an economic crunch in progress). a 
huge percentage of the economy here in the surrounding areas of Jerusalem is tourism.  It has ceased like my shower 
head when the Israelis cut off the water last week.  Just an example is the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  This is one of 
the most holy sites in Christianity as it is on the site of the discovery of the "true cross" (just drop the skepticism for a 



moment and bear with me) and it contains within its walls one of the sites that may have been the grave of Christ.  Jane 
Carter says that she has never before gotten to see the inside of the tomb because it is always, always, always packed to 
the gasping gills with pilgrims doing their devotions; so much so that it is difficult to even breathe.  I cannot imagine this 
because this was the first time I had ever seen the Church of the Holy Sepulcher and it was all but empty of tourists, 
faithful or otherwise.  The priests that live there year long outnumbered their flock.  The other big economic punch is 
that many people in the territories (especially Gaza) worked in Israel.  Now none of those people can get to their jobs.  
Resuming: (Under the present economic crunch...) it is easy to see how some folks find supporting Hamas to be a very 
reasonable approach to supplying their family with cash flow.  This is to say nothing of the suicide bombers: anyone who 
gives their life in an action promoting Hamas has the guarantee that any family they leave behind will be cared for; food, 
clothing, shelter. No questions asked. 
Easy to see how the country must be brimming with militant supporters of Hamas, right?  So where are they all?  Hamas 
is still considered a crew of lunatics by the huge majority of the population.  These are people who lived through/grew 
up during the first Infatada (that is the name for the Islamic state of being in which they as a culture are collectively 
resisting an oppressive force).  The first Infatada was very successful because it was almost completely non-violent and 
the Palestinians know this. 
The Israelis know it too.  This is why they didn't waste any time controlling the non-violent protests that broke out after 
good old Sharon grinned his way across the Temple Mount.  They unceremoniously opened fire on anyone who 
happened to be in the front of the crowd.  Non-violent protests are the thing that poses the greatest danger to the 
Israeli government's designs in the West Bank.  Fortunately for them, there were about three days of having to just fire 
on protests un-provoked, before the militants started their Jyhad back up and they could "react" instead of openly 
abusing their power.  Now they have a steady stream of excuses.  Every time some Hamas joker in Hebron takes his poor 
excuse for a rifle and pops off a few shots at the bullet proof windows of the settlement, they turn around and hammer 
the city at large and at random with thousands of rounds of machine gun fire and a few dozen mortar shells for good 
measure.  I swear to you I am not exaggerating these numbers; I wish I were.  The same deal with any time there is a 
suicide bombing: the Israelis respond by closing roads, turning off water and electricity, bulldozing houses and farms, 
and putting entire cities under 24 hour curfew sometimes for weeks at a time.  The Israeli government NEEDS the 
violence to continue.  If it were ever to stop, it would put a serious wrench in the works of their incredibly huge and well 
oiled PR machine. 
Thus, I am not alone in my conclusion: Only non-violence can end this conflict. 
Say that one a few times too, even those of you who already believe it. 
But so far I have been remarkably one sided.  I haven't talked about the Militant Israelis at all, and there are lots of 
them.  The demonstrations that make the papers are the ones where they rally round Sharon's office screaming for him 
to let the tanks just roll over all the Palestinians and solve the problem once and for all.  We went out to a vigil for an 
end to the occupation with the Women In Black (WIB) (a Jewish group of peace activists who have just been nominated 
for the Nobel Prize).  There were sixty or seventy of us there, but the dozen folks who showed up for a counter 
demonstration were some of the most hateful and viscous people I have ever seen in my life.  I don't even understand 
Hebrew, but I understood enough of their facial expressions, pumping fists, and rabidly screaming voices to be content 
not to have their words articulated.  They charged into our midst a couple of times, punching and clawing at random, 
and the cops had to come and hold them back.  This is the first time I've ever seen cops defending ME in a peace 
demonstration.  Usually they're the ones causing the problems or at the very least threatening me.  They had no illusions 
about who was the threat on this particular afternoon however. 
We talked with the leader of WIB after the vigil and from what she said, they have had some protests drawing thousands 
of people, wherein they tore down road blocks in the West Bank or put some up around the Ministry of Defense, that 
have gotten dead zero news coverage in the country.  You should remember that the entire area of Israel and the 
Occupied Territories takes up less space than New Jersey, so when 4000 people close one of the main highways, it is a 
Big Deal.  Not one word in the press. 
Anyway, all that stuff about the conscientious and caring Israelis aside, a solid two thirds of the population (or more, I'm 
not sure) is in full support of the "Peace Through Strength" plan and among those are plenty of people who think that 
the only good Arab is a dead Arab.  Again, I wish I were exaggerating.  So what is to do about this?  A Palestinian Poli-Sci 
Professor who came to speak to us had an interesting stance on this issue.  He said, "Somehow, we have to reassure the 
Israelis that no one is going to take their country from them."  He described the Jewish people as having a complex like 
an abused child who now abuses in "defense."  Who is he defending himself from?  Even he can't say for sure but the 
issue remains that he MUST be defended. 



This brings me to my last point here which is an old one to the point of being corny: Violence breeds only violence. 
You know what to do. 
I wrote to a few of you personally saying that my commitment to non-violence has been reinforced a hundred fold from 
being here in this country.  What I don't think I made clear in those brief notes was that this conclusion had nothing to 
do with politics. It is because all around me, every day I see the product of prolonged violence.  I walk past the rubble of 
the police station on my way to this cafe.  I walk past hundreds of posters of the "martyrs."  I hear every day from people 
my own age who have grown up under this madness and each one has a different story of abuse at the hands of the 
Israelis for not cooperating with them or from his own peers for not cooperating with them.  It goes on and on and on.  
You can not understand what it is to live under occupation; under the constant threat of violence with NO ESCAPE. 
Not only that, but when you venture west into the Israeli sectors you'll notice that the life these people are leading isn't 
much of one.  I know that just about everyone out there has taken care of kids at one point or another.  Imagine feeling 
that you need to bring an automatic weapon with you when you take them to the playground for "safety."  Imagine 
getting so used to carrying an M-16 that you accidentally bring it into airports and get reprimanded by the guard for not 
checking it.  Imagine being convinced that you ARE surrounded by enemies who may attack at any moment.  Imagine a 
life made up purely of fear. 
I will never willingly have this on my hands.  Not just violence against the weak, even violence against the strong keeps 
up this cycle.  Stopping it must be at the root of everything we do or else our accomplishments are less than dust.  
Victory at the cost of victims is not a victory. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. 
Only love. 
Say it. 
Seventh Month, 27 
Dear Folks,  
We took a trip to Galilee over the past four days (hence, no email).  On the day we got there I felt bad and sort of 
slacked off from work and tried to recover.  The second day, Jane took my temperature and it was 102.6F.  When it had 
risen on the following night to 103.3, they took me down to the doctor who diagnosed me with tonsillitis, then refused 
to charge a fee.  Then we went next door to fill the prescription he gave us and the priest who works at the school we 
were staying at covered the cost and would not hear of us paying for it.  That was very cool, and no two ways about it, 
but the long and the short of it is that I didn't get to participate in anything while we were there because I was stuck in 
bed all day.  I am doing better now, but I'm still taking it easy.  My militant pacifism email got distributed far and wide 
and now I got back a naive Zionist response.  I am too tired to respond tonight. 
Love, 
Seventh Month 29 
Dear Everybody, 
Thanks for circulating the letters out there folks!  I haven't gotten around to directly responding to some of the 
response, and I probably won't until I get home.  After my experiences of the past day and a half, I am not feeling overly 
diplomatic.  You all may have seen on the news a few days ago about the Israeli kid who got killed.  I didn't witness the 
CNN report personally, but I hear they had his mother on who stammered through her tears that the Arabs were, 
"...such barbarians!  After all, the Israeli army hasn't fired a shot since the cease fire began."  We all got a bit of a laugh 
out of that one.  What we didn't laugh about was coming back to Ramallah and getting reminded that Sharon had 
warned of "inevitable retaliation."  As a result, we got to meet a woman who will never be on the U.S. news. 
Her name was Nadia, and we talked to her on Saturday.  She is the mother of three and she is in her early twenties 
(younger than me).  She lives right next to the Palestinian check point on the Nablus road into Ramallah.  On Thursday 
night while we were still north in Galilee, an Israeli tank rammed the check point and started raining bullets around at 
random.  They wound up centering, God only knows why, on Nadia's house.  Her walls were pummeled with bullets and 
all of her 
windows were shot out.  She huddled on the floor in the corner of the kitchen with her three kids (the youngest of 
whom is four months) as close around her as she could bring them.  She said yesterday that while the bullets were 
streaming through her kitchen window, she thought, "At least we'll make a great picture for the papers if we all get 
killed here."  Along with her windows and various household items vulnerable to high velocity rounds, the soldiers shot 
the water tanks off the top of her house, sprayed the house next door with a quick hail of auto-fire (though not nearly so 
severe), and finally leveled the turret and fired a shell through the grocery store on the corner before returning to their 
base right up the street. 
 



We went to see the results of this on the first full day we were back from Galilee.  By that point they had some people 
bricking up the wall of the grocery store, they had cleaned up most of the broken glass, and Nadia was getting her water 
tanks replaced.  There was still an impressive array of bullet holes to be seen everywhere, and the entrance wound of 
the shell into the grocery store was still pretty impressive (I got pictures; so did everyone else).  What kept coming back 
into my mind however was the guy we talked to in the Kibbutz (one of the Israeli settlements) on the day right after the 
attack. He said, "The Israelis don't make random attacks any more.  The shell fire is so accurate they don't need to.  Take 
this situation right now.  The Palestinians killed an Israeli boy; we responded by taking out three military targets.  Very 
quick. Very accurate." 
Just so you know, the "military presence" at this particular check point is a guy in fatigues with a submachine gun that is 
older than he is.  At night there are two of them.  I am pretty sure that when a tank rolled up the road toward them they 
beat feet faster than anyone reading this has ever been inclined to run. 
I walked around and saw the fresh holes in the walls and windows, I saw the guys repairing the grocery store by the light 
that came through the gaping hole in the opposite wall, and I heard Nadia in near-hysterics describing the terror of 
having to hide on the floor with her children beneath a hail of lead.  I saw all of this with my own eyes, and I have been 
reminded again and again through various means that upon my return home I will have to listen again and again to 
people tell me that it isn't really "that way."  I wish I could have all of you folks bring your political views out to the 
Nablus road in Ramallah; have us drive past the Israeli base with their five tanks, then past the lone soldier at the 
Palestinian check point; park next to the meter wide hole in the grocery store; and sit down and have you explain the 
politics of the situation to Nadia in her well ventilated living room. 
Nadia's political views were very simple. She said, "I hope the United States burns in Hell." 
Love, Benji 
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