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Meetings for worship continue to be a source of nourishment and a time when we feel 
joined in Spirit. During introductions and announcements at the rise of meetings for wor-
ship, we experience tender sharing, encouragement, humor and gratitude.  At times we 
have had as many as ten folks in the Meetinghouse and ten plus joining via Zoom. We 
have made improvements in our blended technology acknowledging that Zoom meet-
ings are the norm and preferred by many who are not able or ready to return to our 
Meetinghouse.  

Our community has become smaller and more aware of what is and is not feasible for 
our numbers and level of participation.  This reality presents us with the need to adjust 
our understanding of what we can achieve and where to focus our energy.  A wonderful 
example of this occurred with a request from members who had concerns about the de-
crease in monetary contributions over the past few years.  The Finance Committee pro-
vided a comprehensive presentation of the Meeting's financial resources.  It provided us
with a better understanding of our financial commitments, our trends in income and ex-
penses and how to best plan for a sustainable future. It was well-received and greatly 
appreciated. 

At the end of June, our Communications lead and tech savvy Friend, Whit Peace, is 
stepping down from his ten years of caring and diligent service.  Currently we do not 
have any members with the tech skills to maintain the smooth run of things that we’ve 
gotten used to with Whit at the wheel.  A small transition team is working with Whit and 
also a hired website developer to determine how to maintain our community communi-
cations and online tools.

Exploration into the history, practices and ideas that have shaped the Religious Society 
of Friends occurs twice a month in our First Day Discussion group. It serves as a place 
to share our own experiences of the divine and what we are finding and what we are still
looking for in Quakerism.  Our reading of books and Pendle Hill pamphlets serves as 
more of a prompt for reflection and questioning than a text for scholarly exegesis. Par-
ticipants feel that this discussion group deepens our connections to one another and is 
excellent preparation for the following hour of meeting for worship. 

During this past year we lost the few Young Friends who participated in the program 
previously, and we are saddened by the current absence of youth in our Meeting. 

Our Friends School will begin construction of a new classroom building this year.  A 
capital campaign has been launched.  While waiting for the completion of their new 
space, the Music program will be held in the Meetinghouse downstairs. Three members 
of Meeting serve on School Committee and are committed to the success of Friends 
School.



Worship and Community committee membership has declined to a small dedicated 
group. Each month this group meets to discuss various ways we can support our spiri-
tual community and bring us together. We miss our social gatherings and potlucks. We 
have held hybrid themed social times at the rise of meeting which have been well re-
ceived. We continue to care for one another in times of need. 

The two year term of our co-clerks will come to an end in December 2022.  During this 
time, serving as clerk for meetings for worship with attention to business has been chal-
lenging.  Agendas are long, and often, certain issues are left to season due to lack of 
unity. There are concerns with matters of property and legal specifications between the 
School and Meeting that highlight personal opinions and disagreements.  Not so pa-
tiently and not so skillfully are we with coming to a sense of the meeting…yet we con-
tinue to return monthly.  Our commitment to show up informs us that we have hope and 
are willing to listen inwardly and outwardly.

A joy for our Meeting is the new small garden created by the Garden Gals on the east 
side of the meetinghouse.  It has only just begun to reveal its beauty and plant wis-
dom.  

Respectfully submitted,
Gwynne Wells
Linda Smith
Co-clerks, VBFM


