
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business

04-10-2022 via Blended Technology
Meeting opened at 1:00 PM with a brief period of silence, 11 persons in attendance.   

Query #9 - Manner of Living: Are we mindful of Friends testimonies against alcoholic bever-
ages, tobacco, and other harmful drugs; and do we refrain from using them or dealing in them, 
realizing that abstinence is the clearest witness against overindulgence? Do we seek to avoid 
all kinds of gambling and places of diversion that tend to be demoralizing? Do we keep in mind 
how diverse and widespread are the temptations to grow richer at the expense of others? Are 
we faithful to our testimony against taking oaths?

Response:  This query could have been written as a positive, rather than a negative. We note 
that the queries are currently under revision.  Overindulgence and negative thinking can block 
us from the “sunlight of the Spirit.” Is our will aligned with God’s will?  We could come up with 
quite a list of demoralizing places that would raise our awareness.  Prayer, sitting in silence, 
and reading helps. We remember others who have helped us break out of old habits.  

Head of School: The City has asked Breeden and the School to coordinate their stormwater 
plans.  The school attorney is currently putting together the necessary legal paperwork for re-
view by the Friends Meeting and the Lutheran Church regarding the easements needed. 
These will need to be signed by the trustees and filed with the City. Approval was discussed 
for an hour with no unity.  It was agreed to send the issue to the Joint Property Task Force.

Ad Hoc Committee:  Larry met with Friends School Business officer to review the legal in-
voices. Based on 14 legal invoices from July 22, 2021 through January 13, 2022, the total for 
the lease amendment and triangle legal fees amount to $17,835.50, half of which is $8917.75. 
We already paid $1070.50, so the balance we owe the school is $7847.25

MINUTE:  Meeting approved the treasurer send a check of $7,847.25 to Friends School to 
cover 50% of the legal fees for work completed on the lease amendment and the triangle prop-
erty transfer, as of January 13, 2022. We still expect a little over $1000 to finish the triangle 
property issue.

Buildings & Grounds: Thanks to Larry Herz, the Hot Water Heater was replaced!  Friends ap-
proved funds for the following projects at the top of their list: $1500 for materials to repair hand-
icap ramp boards. Basement lighting upgrade for $500 requested by School. 

Communications: Meeting approved a proposal to spend $1195.87 for VIcom to upgrade the 
internet capability at the Meetinghouse.  Whit Peace will be stepping down from VBFM Com-
munications committee responsibilities in June. He will help the Meeting to transition his cur-
rent responsibilities to others. 

Joint Property Task Force:  Bert Poole’s retainer fee to finish the lease amendment is esti-
mated at $3000. A letter of agreement was presented, to be signed by the clerk and trustees 
after approval. After a lengthy discussion, there continued to be no unity at this time to con-
tinue with this process. The Clerk asked for prayers to for our meeting community to guide us 
in this matter. 

We concluded our meeting at 4:00 PM with a brief silence, 11 present, to meet again, second 
first day in Fifth month, 2022.
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