
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business
03-13-2022 via Blended Technology

Meeting opened at 1:00 PM with a brief period of silence, 15 persons in attendance.   

Query #8 - Manner of Living: Do we observe simplicity and honesty in our manner of living? 
Are we careful to live within the bounds of our circumstances, punctual in keeping promises, 
prompt in the payment of debts, and just in all our dealings? Do we choose those activities 
which will strengthen our physical, mental, and spiritual life; and do we avoid those harmful to 
ourselves and others?

Response:  We feel we come up short with an answer, because to live within the bounds of our 
circumstances depends on a supply chain based on exploitation.  Do we have the strength to 
live below the bounds of our circumstances?  Repeating this query year after year requires 
deepening self-examination.  Living simply is part of our responsibility for self-care.  This query 
gives us a goal, but it is not an end-point. Though we can look at our lives from far away, or 
very close up, the focus begins with us.

Head of School:  The VBFS school attorney is currently putting together the necessary legal 
paperwork for review by the Friends Meeting and Lutheran Church regarding the easements 
needed for the stormwater pipe to be installed.  WPL (site design), AES (stormwater 
engineers), and Ballard Construction met with a small group of Meeting and VBFS 
administrators to discuss the stormwater timeline. Stormwater installation will be complete by 
June 30. Strategic Long-range Planning Committees have begun their work. The school 
continues to prepare for the VAIS Accreditation Process

Financial Committee:  Thank you to Tom Kennedy for completing the annual report!  Feedback 
is welcome.  It has been posted on our web site. The Rita Wass grant program is ready to 
accept applications.  At our first month business meeting, we approved having a Called 
meeting to discuss the Meeting’s financial situation and the issues related to our income being 
less than budgeted expenses.  The proposed date is 3/24 at 6:30 PM on Zoom. Questions or 
input into the agenda are still welcome; send to our Clerk and to Dave French.  Thanks to 
Dave French for the years he cared for our finances as treasurer.

Treasurer’s Report:  This month’s expenses exceeded income by some $6K.  Year-to-date 
expenses are about $5K over income. The largest expense was paying school for insurance 
and lawn maintenance. We sold our investment in PAX World Fund to raise cash.  Business 
for the treasurer should be sent to VBFM.Treasurer@gmail.com

Worship & Community:  We welcome any care and outreach concerns you may have for 
individuals in our community.  Another Friends’ blended “Social,” this time to share why we feel 
lucky and blessed is planned for the last 1st day of March, 3/27 at the rise of meeting. With the 
idea of streamlining electronic donations to Meeting, it is suggested another donate button be 
added to the top of the donation page on the VBFM website. A suggestion to host the next 
Interim Body Meeting on Saturday, 4/23/2022 was sent back to the committee for a more 
detailed discussion.   

Communications Committee:  The Committee made one-time request proposed by VIcom for 
upgrading the Internet capability of the Meetinghouse, with a proper and secure connection to 
the School’s Internet for just under $1200.  The request was held over to fourth month 

1

mailto:VBFM.Treasurer@gmail.com


Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business
03-13-2022 via Blended Technology

following our called financial meeting on 3/24.  A report was accepted and approved by the 
business meeting.

School Committee:  Next year’s enrollment is projected to exceed 170, and summer camp is 
filling up quickly.  This all bodes well for the School’s finances. Progress in Strategic Long 
Range Planning is being documented. The Board is cohesive and all the trustees felt 
enthusiastic about the direction and the vision they hold for the School.  The School 
Committee would like to be known to the wider community as the VBFS Board of Trustees to 
align with other schools.  

Buildings & Grounds: The area on the east side near the Lutheran Church, which has grown 
up in weeds, will be cleaned up. Requests for a new water heater and upgraded lighting in the 
basement were approved.  Two members agreed to cover the cost of the water heater.  More 
donations for other needed repairs are encouraged. April 2nd is the next workday for both 
outside and inside the Meetinghouse. 

Joint Property Task Force: The report on the status of the lease amendment was considered 
and approval will be held over until 4th-Month.

No further business appearing, we concluded our meeting at 4:06 PM with a brief and grateful 
silence, 19 present, to meet again, second first day in Fourth month, 2022.

________________________________
Linda Smith, clerk

________________________________
Andrew Young, recording clerk
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