
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business
01-09-2022, 1pm via Blended technology

Meeting opened with a period of waiting worship at 1:00 PM, 13 persons in attendance

Query #6 - Growth of Our Children: Do we endeavor by example and precept to cultivate in our
children a sense of openness and expectancy about life, and to aid them in their growth in spir-
itual understanding and moral discernment? Do we share with them the faith that guides the 
practice of Friends, while encouraging them to develop their religious insights as the Spirit of 
God may lead them?

Response:  Looking at the light within is where the answer to this query may lie.  We can learn 
from being human and trying our best.  We miss those young Friends who have passed 
through our midst and fondly remember them.  We are an example to them, and enjoy the gift 
of their presence. Most of us have adult children and grandchildren to whom we can also reach
out. We also think of the children at Friends School as under our care.  

Head of School:  There will be a Zoom meeting on 1/20 at 7:00 with Friends School to discuss 
their Capital Campaign.  

ACTION - Friends approved the concept of a stormwater management plan for the School’s 
campus involving an easement for a 36” diameter pipe to go across Meeting property and the 
back of the Lutheran Church.  The church will grant Friends access at no charge.  A letter from
the School’s lawyer will come back to Meeting for final approval.

Worship & Community: It is our turn to host the Coastal Gathering via Zoom. VBFM is hosting 
and all are welcome to join us Saturday the 15th at 11am. 

A special called Interim Body follows on the next weekend, 1/22/22. 

For those looking to be more involved in our Meeting, greeter positions are needed either in 
person at the Meetinghouse or on Zoom!  Email Nancy Delle Femine.

It was decided to combine the action item brought forth from W&C with the action item from 
School Committee:

ACTION ITEM - The cost of the legal services for the lease amendment for the School and 
Meeting is weighing heavily on the minds of Worship and Community. The committee asks us 
all to enter the living silence together today and pray on the question at hand, “What is ours to 
do?” We entered the living silence together and prayed on this question. 

Meeting approved the request from SC to form an ad hoc committee for the sole purpose of re-
viewing the invoices and bringing a payment recommendation to MFB. We suggest that the 
committee be comprised of one Meeting representative from Joint Property, one School Com-
mittee representative from Joint Property, the Clerk of Meeting (Linda Smith who is familiar 
with the invoices), and the HOS, Mike Barclay, who can answer questions about the invoices.  
Linda will send out an invitational email.

School Committee:  The February retreat, in-person, was set for Saturday 2/26. Strategic 
Long-range Planning is a priority and many aspects of planning were discussed.  There are 
four subcommittees, due to report progress at the retreat.  Mid-term evaluation of HOS based 
on the goals he submitted in July 2021 was approved.  HOS will be coordinating both the 
SLRP and VAIS accreditation that is also underway. Full participation of the Committee in the 
Capital Campaign is expected. 
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Buildings & Grounds:  Long-range and maintenance issues proposed last month remain to be 
prioritized.  Larry, Kathie and Dave intend to meet soon with a few school people to discuss 
accommodating Friends School use of the basement for yoga and for music into next school 
year.

Joint Property Task Force: The committee has not met since 11/14/2021 and are not sched-
uled to meet until after this business meeting. The next Task Force meeting is scheduled for 
1/11/2022 at 6pm via Zoom or in-person. 

Communications Committee:  The meeting approved a new laptop for blended technology. 
This is progressing nicely toward the goal of a quality, turn-key, blended process meeting for 
all! A BIG thank you to Whit, Tom K., and Nancy C.! 

CC is asking more from the Meeting to be involved in this process. The expense may need to 
be considered. There is support to buy what we need for blended technology. We (Worship 
and Community and Communications Committee) are not in favor of splitting the meeting into 
two worship times. There are not enough of us to have a second scheduled time for worship. 

There is a new, periodic School email newsletter, called “The Loop.” It will be included in our 
Friendly Reminder emails.  

Peace, Earthcare and Social Justice:  Also meets on 1/20 at 5PM, 2 hours before the sched-
uled Friends School Capital Campaign.

Treasurer’s Report:  For the first time in a while, regular income exceeded expenses by nearly 
$5000, however $1070.50 was spent on legal fees.  Contributions have lagged far behind ex-
penses for this year. Unless we make a personal commitment to support the Meeting, we can 
expect a significant deficit as there has been for at least the last five years.  

The treasurer will soon begin emailing reports to individuals who donated money to the Meet-
ing.  If there are any discrepancies, please contact treasurer Dave French. Tom Kennedy will 
be doing our usual year-end audit.

ACTION ITEM - Friends agreed to a called meeting to look at both personal and corporate fi-
nancial responsibility. Questions in preparation for such a meeting should be emailed in ad-
vance to Dave French.  He and Linda will work on a date after the completed audit, which is 
estimated to be done in February. 

No further business appearing, we concluded our meeting at 3:05 PM with a brief and grateful 
silence, 11 present, to meet again, second first day in Second month, 2022.

________________________________
Linda Smith, clerk

________________________________
Andrew Young, recording clerk
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