
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business
  10-11-2020, 1pm via Zoom

Meeting opened at 1:00 PM with a period of waiting worship, 19 persons virtually 

present through Zoom technology 

Query #3:  Do we follow the teachings of Jesus and seek the inspiration of His Holy 
Spirit in our daily lives?  Are love and unity maintained among us?  Do we cultivate a 
forgiving spirit, and do we avoid and discourage needless and destructive criticism of 
others?  When differences arise, do we endeavor promptly to resolve them in a spirit 
love, honesty, and humility? 

Response:  As we get to know one another’s personalities & gifts, we sense Jesus’ love 
among them.  There is a promptness of forgiveness that is palpable.  We strive to work  
things out joyfully which is what community is all about.  We learn to resolve differences 
better because it is love that continues to hold us together.  Our backgrounds are so  
different, and yet we set them aside because others are trying to do their best.  We can 
discard assumptions we may make about others in favor of that love.

Clerk’s Corner: Sense of the meeting—An agreement in a Quaker meeting by all or 
most of those present, based on their understanding of God’s purpose for the matter at 
hand.  When sense of the meeting has been reached, Friends feel a sense of the 
rightness of the decision and a commitment to carry that decision forward. Recently 
described succinctly as a “commitment to faith,” in contradistinction to “consensus,” 
which is described as “the product of an intellectual process.” (from QuakerCloud.org -
Quaker vocabulary) 

Peace Earthcare & Social Justice:  Young Friends have committed to “meatless 
Mondays” and “buy nothing Fridays” as a way of being better stewards of the earth.  
They invite other members of the meeting to join them.  DaShaunda Taylor and Tom 
Bertrand will lead a discussion of Isabel Wilkerson’s “Caste: The Origins of our 
Discontent” in seven one-hour segments at 7PM Monday evenings from December thru 
March. 

Worship & Community:

MEMORIAL MINUTE: Midori Bamba was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer on 5/25/2020 
and died peacefully 9/17/2020. The meeting hosted Midori's memorial under the care of 
the meeting the evening of 9/27/2020 via Zoom.  The meeting is grateful for all the 
years Midori joined us in worship and prayer and gave so selflessly to us. 

Action Items: Approved $500 to Midori Bamba’s estate as an act of caring to be taken 
from the W & C budget line. 

World Quaker Day celebration was a wonderful success.

MINUTE: Approved to change name of Adult First Day School to Adult First Day 
Discussion. 

Head of School:

Current enrollment sits at137, just 2 short of full enrollment in K-6th.  There have been a 
record number of inquiries this year.  A new PreK teacher has been hired to strengthen 
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the curriculum. There are no COVID cases and the school is taking great pains to keep 
it that way! Practice for remote learning was held, should that be necessary. 

Treasurer’  s Report:    Expenses continue to outpace income by about $3000.  Budget 
planning has begun, so committee conveners are asked to submit their item requests to 
the treasurer now.

Buildings & Grounds: Preparations for fall and winter are underway, though the building 
itself is seldom used.  There is a TV for those who attend personally to share in the 
zoom meeting.

Joint Property Task Force: continues to oversee a few issues that we on Building and 
Grounds should stay aware of.  The Meeting is in the process of completing an 
agreement for an additional easement for the gas pipeline. 

No further business appearing, the meeting closed with a brief period of silence at 2:15 
PM.

________________________________
Linda C Smith, clerk

________________________________
Andrew Young, recording clerk


