
MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS

VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING

9TH DAY OF 8TH MONTH 2020

Meeting opened at 1 pm with a period of waiting worship, 11 persons virtually present through Zoom 
technology.

Clerk read aloud Query #1 - Do we faithfully uphold our testimony for worship which is based on 
silent waiting, and for free and un-programmed ministry that may be shared by all? Is there 
a living silence in which we feel drawn together by the Light of Christ, the power of God in 
our midst; and is this inspiration carried over into our daily lives? Do we come to Meeting 
with hearts and minds open and ready to worship in silence or in vocal ministry or prayer as 
the Holy Spirit leads us? Does our meeting encourage those who may have a gift for the 
spoken ministry?

Approved: Meeting united in the following response to Query #1: We no longer have 
named ministers, we are all ministers. Our process to encourage those with vocal gifts is 
informal and done on a one to one basis. We come to worship with open hearts and minds 
and are very touched by those who give messages and we hold and cherish those words. 
John Calvi says that during the deep living silence that we experience together, we might 
ask ourselves if our words will improve upon the silence. We know words can be distracting 
and sometimes we become impatient with words. We value the deep love of the silence. 
Even with the virtual meeting we are drawn together by God and feel the power of the silent 
worship together. 

Approved: Meeting agreed use of the Meetinghouse at this time is for the Meeting 
members and attenders and Friends School only. Because of the Covid 19 
pandemic, the guidelines provided and posted on the website will be followed. 
Communications committee will update the website to reflect this decision. Groups 
may meet outside with permission. 

The meeting is grateful to Debbie Reilly for her work to enable VBFM to open the 
Meetinghouse following Virginia Guidelines. She has arranged appropriate cleaning, signage, 
physical distancing and other guidelines to be compliant with all Virginia Department of 
Health and Center for Disease Control guidelines. 

Approved: When the clerk receives communications that he/she feels the 
community should know, the clerk will ask communications to send them to the 
community.

HOS Report

Mike Barclay reports an increase in student applications. As of 8/6/20, 110 students are 
enrolled, with a projection of 131 students.

The school is fortunate to have an open campus and small class sizes by design. They 
provided documents demonstrating full compliance with Virginia Department of Health 
regulations for Covid-19. 



School Committee report

Two new members of School Committee are Chris Dotolo, who will serve as treasurer, and 
Jeanne Crawford. The School Committee and the Meeting appreciate the dedication of Jim 
Metcalfe who leaves School Committee after serving three consecutive terms. 

Worship & Community Committee Report

Jeanne Crawford will convene this committee until 12th month.

Meeting for Worship is being “lead” on a rotation basis. The following are our hosts for 8th 
month. All are invited to take a turn in greeting all with a joyful voice.

9th day: Elizabeth Waitekus

16th day: Jeanne Crawford

23rd day: Elizabeth Waitekus

Adult first day school will resume on 8/16/20. 

The committee takes its responsibility to welcome all to Zoom or the Meeting House. They 
appreciate those who are willing to assist through phone calls, notes, emails and greeting in 
person, while respecting the privacy of the individual.

Please inform the committee if someone is in the hospital.

Treasurer/Finance committee Report for 6/7  th   month, 2020  

The combined income for 6th and 7th months was $4050.24, which included the sale of some 
long held silver, and the expenses for the same period were $6633.80, which included 
$3989.70 for emergency repairs to the air conditioning. 

YTD income includes $19688 from Bob Young’s estate, which we received in 2nd month.

It was agreed that the website allow for contributions to be made electronically. 

Building and Grounds committee

AA wants to install an AC unit for the basement. The proposed unit includes inside/outside 
units with a new hole in the south wall. 

ACTION: Meeting approved Building and Ground’s decisions in this regard.

The Attic AC unit was repaired (failed coil and work on condensate drain lines). The cost of 
$4000 was paid from the capital budget.

The building insurance was returned to $520,000.

Hofheimer law group has decided not to continue using our space, resulting in a loss of 
$2400/year.

Committee solicits comments about installing a leaf guard gutter system to avoid the need 
to clean gutters.

Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice Committee



The committee encouraged support of the virtual march of the Poor People’s Campaign, a 
digital justice gathering to call for a revolution of values to save the soul and heart of our 
democracy.  The  committee  also  supported  the  Community  Policing  Webinar,  The  Moral 
Monday  event  to  encourage  senators  to  vote  for  sufficient  relief  to  individuals  and 
businesses during the pandemic crisis and the Collaborative Table re: legislative priorities. 
The committee is devoted to a fair and just presidential election. In addition, the committee 
continues  to  discuss  adding  a  dedicated  PE&SJ page  to  the VBFM website,  as  they  are 
determined, details will be provided for Meeting for Business approval.  

Communications Committee

Update: The FWCC grant to enable VBFM to continue improving its audio and video 
capability to connect Friends to our Meeting in this time of Covid-19 is not being offered to 
Monthly Meetings, but to Yearly Meetings.

The committee has been supporting the meeting by making website and handbook changes 
requested by the Worship and Community committee, promoting the Poor People’s Moral 
March in Washington DC as requested by the Peace, Earthcare and Social Justice 
committee, working with the Clerk Support committee, and developing guidelines for the 
communications committee to determine current status, a sustainable plan of action for  the 
future and how to best integrate with committees and the Friends School. They are also 
planning ways to best communicate desired information to the appropriate groups and 
updating the interface with Zoom’s new security requirements.

The Meeting closed at 2:50 with a period of silent worship, 12 persons present.

Submitted by

Linda Smith, clerk

Joanne Crass, Recording Clerk


