
MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS
VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING

14th Day of 6th Month 2020

Meeting opened at 1 pm with a period of waiting worship, 13 persons virtually present through 
Zoom technology.

Clerk read aloud Query #11 - Social Justice and Equality: Do we reverence that of God in every 
human being with concern for the needs of each individual? Are we seeking to rectify existing 
social injustice and racial discrimination in our local communities and in the world at large?

Approved: Meeting united in the following response to Query #11: 

We are painfully aware of the racism that is endemic in our heritage and have grown up in 
era when we have tried to grow beyond that heritage as we have raised our children, who are 
teaching us to say publicly that Black Lives Matter, and to recognize the needs of each 
individual in our nation.  And as a Meeting we are involved in striving to rectify the injustices 
through our involvements with FCNL, AFSC, VICPP, the Poor People’s Campaign and other 
interfaith coalitions for social, economic, and environmental justice.  We learn that it is often 
the smallest things that we do that can lift the spirits of others. We pray we are shifting 
toward a better world for our sisters and brothers.

Clerk then read aloud Query #12 - Outreach: Do we welcome newcomers and non-members to 
our meetings? Are they encouraged to share in Meeting activities and to consider membership 
when they are in agreement with the principles and practices of Friends? Are our younger 
members appointed to committees and encouraged to share in other responsibilities of the 
Meeting? Do we visit one another frequently, remembering those who may be lonely? Does this 
visitation and caring extend beyond the members of our own Meeting?

Approved: Meeting united in the following response to Query #12: 

Since the Valiant Sixty traveled around England in the mid-17th century, our Society has 
sought ways to bear witness fearlessly for justice and peace in the world.  We feel called now 
to march out into the world with more joy and more confidence.  As if in answer to this 
query, our newly constituted Committee on Worship and Community has spent recent 
months naming and systematizing the ways in which we may take responsibility for nurturing 
one another, welcoming newcomers, engaging our youth and ourselves about our 
testimonies and practices, and visiting and supporting those who are lonely and suffering.

https://www.vbfriends.org/Etc/NCYM(c)/2020_5th_mo_5th_M&O_Minutes.pdf
https://www.vbfriends.org/Etc/NCYM(c)/2020_5th_mo_5th_M&O_Minutes.pdf


As Jeanne Crawford laid down her clerkship duties, she offered the following thoughts as“The 
Clerk’s Corner”:

First of all, thank you for the opportunity of serving as the Clerk of Meeting for the past 3 
seasons. I have gained far more than I have given. There were times when I literally felt your 
prayers and they lifted my spirit. Our community has grown in ways that none of us could have 
imagined. With the use of Zoom we are able to reach our Friends far and wide. The richness of 
our worship has deepened because of you.  We are experiencing things in the world requiring 
us to be active, pray often, and love our neighbors. The environment of uncertainty has created 
a culture of anxiety around the future. Our own little meeting struggles to establish protocols to 
keep us safe in this time of a pandemic. Our Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice Committee works 
conscientiously to help us stand up and be engaged with Black Lives Matter, the Poor People’s 
Campaign, and FCNL, advancing our policies and priorities as Quakers and learning to be better 
stewards of our Mother Earth. Our Young Friends program has enriched us with children and 
their unique way of looking at life. The Faith and Play program will only continue to grow. Our 
Adult First Day had a great restart that got eclipsed by the pandemic. I hope a way opens to 
continue this enriching experience. All our committees work diligently and stewardly to be 
aligned with Quaker principals.

I want to leave you with a few gems I found on a site called “Your Courageous Life” by Kate 
Swoboda. This was in light of my desire to deepen my understanding of “unity” and “process.”

“When I’m trusting, I’m not attaching to outcomes which means that I’m not in a state of 
anxiety.”

“The person whose inner Critic is driving them to act is not trusting the process. They’re trying 
to bend the world to their will.”

“The person who is waiting for it to “feel right” (aka, not feel any fear) before taking action is 
not trusting the process—they’re trying to control the process.”

“The person who is rigidly sticking to a goal is not  trusting the process; they’re living in scarcity, 
thinking that whatever they have planned for themselves is as good as it gets. So, they’re not 
opening to the possibility that with ease and flow, a bigger and better game could be played.”

“No matter the outcome, the important part is that trusting the process gets you curious about 
what there is to learn.”

And last but not least, “Trust that it’s okay when the messy parts show up.” We are all in this 
together.



Clearness Committee for Natalie Bray

Approved: On behalf of the Clearness Committee, Nancy Craft and Jeannie Crawford 
welcomed Natalie Bray into membership in the Meeting.

Communications Committee  

Whit Peace raised a red flag for the Committee, requesting that other members/attenders step 
forward to help Whit and Linda Smith examine in detail all levels of tasks performed in support 
of VBFM Communications, with the goals of (1) establishing a ‘baseline’ of where things stand 
now, (2) developing a ‘plan of action with milestones’ for carrying the work of VBFM 
Communications into the future in a sustainable, ever evolving fashion, and (3) working out a 
plan to more closely integrate our communications with other Meeting committees and Friends 
School.

Approved:  Meeting united on the need to beef up the Communication Committee – Patrick 
Goold, Olivia James, Deborah Reilly, and Tom Kennedy offered their support.

Approved:  Meeting endorsed the proposal written by Tom Kennedy to solicit funding from 
FWCC and Yearly Meeting to enable VBFM to continue improving its audio and video 
capability to connect Friends to our Meeting in this time of Covid-19.

Memorial Committee 

Hank Ghittino reported that the Memorial Committee was originally formed to evaluate the 
feasibility and cost for constructing a brick paver memorial styled after Buff’s Garden at the 
Virginia Beach oceanfront. Over time, as the construction plans for the widening of Laskin Road 
developed, it became clear to the Committee that a suitable area for this type of memorial 
would not be available on Meeting’s property. Several alternative ways to remember those who 
have passed on were explored by the Committee but did not gain much traction. 

Approved: Meeting agreed to lay down the Memorial Committee for the present with 
consideration of reforming it if way opens in the future.

Peace, Earthcare& Social Justice Committee

Mary Pelham White described this time of pandemic and racial tension as a challenge dire as 
social disruptions and persecution face by the early Quakers.  She called attention to the 
mission statement for the Committee that is posted on the Meeting website and presented a 
minute recommended by the Committee at its zoom meeting on Sixth Month 7.



Mary Pelham and Tom Kennedy reminded us that our Meeting as well as NCYMC, FCNL and 
AFSC have all taken positions supporting the Poor People Campaign (PPC).  PPC has long been 
planning a march in Washington on the 20th of this month under a banner of  "We demand that 
both major political parties address the interlocking injustices of systemic racism, poverty, 
ecological devastation, militarism and the distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism by 
implementing our Moral Agenda."  This program has become a 2-hour online program which 
will be broadcast on Saturday, June 20th at 10:00am EST and re-broadcast again at 6:00 pm 
EST on the 20th and at 6:00 pm on the 21st.  PE&SJ requested that everyone in our Meeting sign 
up at June2020.org, as way opens. 

Approved: The Meeting strongly endorsed participation in the Poor People’s Campaign online 
event on 6/20 and 6/21 and posting of information about the event on our Website and 
Facebook page.  

Approved:  The following statement on “Racism and Whiteness” released by Diane Randall, 
General Secretary of FCNL on Sixth Month 1, was endorsed by the Meeting:  

“Our hearts are broken as the fault lines of racism continue to be starkly exposed in the 
violence that ended the lives of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, AhmaudArbery and uncounte 
numbers of African Americans, not only in recent years but since Africans were first brought to 
this country as enslaved people.

“We continue to live with this poisonous legacy which manifests itself in white supremacy, 
institutional racism, and oppression.  Over generations, white supremacy has shaped our public 
policies, causing injustice in our institutions and racial bias that in its mildest forms taints daily 
life for people with brown and black skin. As we were reminded this month, white supremacy 
continues to kill African Americans in cold blood almost with impunity. We understand that the 
occupation of our urban communities and militarized policing is one part of protecting 
‘whiteness’ in our society.

“We reject the president’s call for an occupation by the U.S. military of the streets of our 
communities to suppress legitimate protests guaranteed by the U.S. constitution. Law and 
order have for too long been used as a cover for racist oppression and slavery. This needs to 
stop.

“But we cannot address the racism and white privilege in our society without addressing the 
systems of oppression—in policing, in healthcare, in the justice system or in access to quality 
education. The fault lines of whiteness that make true equality in our society a lie run deep and 
touch every one of us.

“We have seen the fault lines in the disproportionate deaths from COVID-19 in the African 
American community. We have seen the fault lines in the destructiveness of police brutality of 
our African American siblings. Until everyone in this country, particularly white people, dedicate 
themselves to radically address racial inequality, we will remain a broken society.



“As we stand with protesters throughout the country calling for radical social transformation, 
we affirm that Black Lives Matter. We know that those of us who are white must confront 
racism in ourselves and in the institutions we care about—our faith communities, our schools, 
our neighborhoods, our families, our Congress. 

“We stubbornly remain hopeful that we can change policies that perpetuate racist structures 
and build a society with equity and justice for all.’ 

North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative)

Approved:  David French, Nancy Craft, Nancy Delle-Femine, Deborah Reilly and Tom Bertrand 
were named as VPFM representatives to Yearly Meeting, which will take place as a virtual 
meeting on July 8-12, with sessions focused on the theme “Living Faithfully in a Fractured 
World.”

Worship & Community Committee Report

Linda Smith called attention to the posted report of the Worship & Community Committee.  The 
following recommendations from the Committee were approved:

Approved:  Two documents were approved explaining the work of the Committee: A 
Webpage Description for Worship and Community, and a statement of the Committee’s Roles 
and Responsibilities for the Handbook. 

Approved: The name of the Subcommittee on Sufferings was changed to “Financial 
Assistance/Sufferings” 

Approved: Hosts for upcoming Meetings for Worship via Zoom:  Jeanne Crawford for the 
Third and Fourth Weeks of Sixth Month, and Deborah Reilly for the First and Second Weeks of 
Seventh Month.

The Worship & Community Committee’s request to send annually an electronic versions of our 
Meeting Directory to members and attenders was tabled for further threshing until the 
business meeting in Eighth Month.  

Nominating Committee

Nominating Committee completed its annual canvass of our Meeting’s members and attenders, 
seeking to populate our various committees and positions with folks who are called to serve in 
those ways.  



Approved: Meeting united in approving the new listing of committees and positions and 
thanked all for their readiness to serve.  Tom Bertrand was added as the Meeting’s 
representative to the Yearly Meeting Nominating Committee.

Consideration of Protocol for Safe Opening of Meetinghouse

The following remains in place as the Meeting’s policy for use of the Meetinghouse during the 
Coronavirus 19 Pandemic: “All previously-scheduled in-person events at Virginia Beach Friends 
Meeting are cancelled until at least July 20th. All VBFM buildings are closed for all use by the 
VBFM community, rental groups, and the wider community until further notice.” The clerk called 
attention to several important pieces of guidance that have been posted on the website, 
including the Commonwealth of Virginia’s “Safer at Home: Phase Two / Mandatory protocol” 
and best practices for opening of religious services and a COVID-19 Infection Risk Chart.  

Approved:  Deborah Reilly, Jeannie Crawford, and Olivia James will develop and administer a 
protocol for cleaning and use of the Meetinghouse during the duration of the pandemic.  If 
we need to do a called meeting in July, we will do that.  Whit will inform the two outside 
groups who rent the Meetinghouse that it continues to be closed until further notice.

Finance Committee

Tom Kennedy spoke about the posted report of the Finance Committee, updating Meeting on 
progress made in preparing loan documents between Meeting and School and on the 
Committee’s careful review of the joint property insurance policy covering School and Meeting 
property.  

Approved: Meeting supported the Finance Committee decision to raise the insured value for 
the Meeting House to $525k which is $140 per square foot, at a cost of $230 through the end 
of the policy year, coinciding with the hurricane season.

Approved: Meeting authorized the Financial Assistance/Sufferings Subcommittee to spend up 
to $800 to support a member of meeting with funds for cleaning and food.

Head of School Report

Meeting encouraged all to read Mike Barclay’s posted Head of School Report, incorporating 
recent letters sent to the VBFS community, as well as a Faith & Play story about the founding 
and growth of the School, written by Galen Hamann. The first letter speaks to the growing 
question from current and prospective families who keep asking, “What do you think next 
school year will look like?” The second letter, created with the eyes and insights of the Friends 



School Diversity Committee, addresses sensitively the current climate of racial protest we are 
witnessing in our nation.

In the course of the afternoon, the following 17 persons were able to attend some or all of the 
Business Meeting with the assistance of zoom technology: Beth Bertrand, Dave French, Debbie 
Reilly, Diane Fenton, Hank Ghittino, Jeanne Crawford, Nancy Nixon, Nancy Craft, Nancy Delle-
Femine, Olivia James, Gwynne Wells, Linda Smith, Mary Pelham White, Patrick Goold, Tom 
Bertrand, Tom Kennedy, and Whit Peace.  

The Meeting closed at 3:20 pm with a period of silent worship, 12 persons still present.

Submitted by

Jean Crawford, Clerk

Tom Bertrand, Recording Clerk


