
Worship and Nurture Meeting, February 29, 2020

Attending: Jeanne, Tom B, Gwynne W, Kathie G, Nancy C, Debbie R, Diane F., Andy Y, Pat Y, Linda 

Smith

Next meeting of Care and Council is next week, Saturday 12:30, March 7, 

at the Meetinghouse. 

MISSION:

* There seems to be unity on the name “Worship and Nurture” 

Draft rewrite: The committee of Worship and Nurture is responsible for facilitating and 

supporting the Spiritual life of the Monthly Meeting. 

Responsibilities:

• Nurture religious education and spiritual growth, including Adult and Young Friends programs 

(repeated below)

• Provide opportunities for spiritual growth for members and attenders:

- Arrange discussion forums/retreats/workshops and other opportunities to enrich religious 

education, spiritual growth and the spiritual life of the meeting

- Nurture and support Adult Education and Young Friends education programs

• Encourage those (Friends) with gifts in ministry, whether spoken or otherwise

- Attend to the spiritual quality of all Meeting for Worships under the care of the Meeting 

including: (All Worship under the care of the meeting which includes Weekly worship, 

Weddings, Memorials, Called meetings, Prayer sessions)

- *Prayerfully and intentionally hold the individuals in our community in the Light. 

- Personal and planned spiritual support  (such as Discovery Dinners, Spiritual Growth groups)

- Provide opportunities, through literature or otherwise, for visitors and attenders to learn more 

about the beliefs and practices of Friends

~ Discussed above and ready to move forward. 

CONSIDERED AT 2/29/2020 meeting: 

- Arrange clearness committees and/or support group for someone seeking ways to develop 

and share with others specific spiritual gifts or spiritual discernment. (Care/Counsel?) 
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Many questions arose and the discussion departed from the list of responsibilities and evolved 

around the following questions: 

- Discussed the wisdom of splitting into 2 committees. Can we be just one large group? Is this 

process too divided?  There is much overlap in the responsibilities. 

- Question of when and what gets reported to MFB

- Why can’t there be a “subcommittee” rather than 2 committees

- Fluidity - one, whole large committee responding to needs of the community

- Did this process of separating into two groups arise from the perception of the previous MEO 

committee? Was more communication needed from MEO to the Meeting? 

- Seems to be unity on maintaining one committee: grow it larger, id gifts, specific needs 

addressed by perhaps an ad hoc group. Maintaining fluidity. 

- Willingness to see where the discussion in the next Care and Community meeting leads.

- Meetinghouse usage requests from outside the meeting (and not wait until MFB). Should one 

person be asked to handle this? Ad Hoc group? 

- Some are willing to commit to one meeting per month, but not 2. 

After 90 minutes of discussion it was agreed to defer further discernment to next week’s Care 

and Council meeting:

Care and Council next week, Saturday 12:30, March 7

List for future reference.

- Personal outreach to individuals and groups (Care/Counsel?)

- Foster prayer and/or spiritual assistance. (Care/Counsel)

- Engage the outside community on our Meeting and Quakers (more specific?)

- Review appropriateness of requests [for support] from outside the Friends community such 

as: for spiritual support, social justice, environmental, etc. 

- Meetinghouse use (add to the above item, or add more explanation)

- relationship with our meeting (what does this refer to?)

- Conduct (Responsible for) pertinent Announcements after meeting for worship - I’m not sure 

about this. Announcements seem to happen “organically” from various committee members. 

- Facilitate resolution of conflicts that arise among Friends (C/C - discuss)

- Convene and report on committees for clearness, support and/or accountability, including 

clearness committees (C/C?? - discuss) for membership and marriage

- Ensure our Yearly Meeting Queries are answered each year

- Ensure NCYM advices are read at least once a year
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Working together(Joint Committee responsibilities):

Care and Counsel and Worship and Ministry will, each spring, collaborate on writing a joint 

report for the North Carolina Yearly Meeting Ministry and Oversight Committees' yearly session. 

(and share with MFB)

Care and Counsel will meet jointly with Worship and Nurture at least once a year, and the two 

are encouraged to seek other ways to maintain regular communication.

-  Draft for Care and Counsel

-   Supporting and connecting with our community

-  Welcome folks to meeting

-  Contact with those who are not attending,

-  Attend meeting events and activities

-  Financial (Includes? – minimum of 3 persons for Sufferings**

-  Physical health of our community

-  Donations of flowers, gifts, etc. as appropriate

-  Support groups as needed

-  Includes short and long term needs of our community

-  Support the needs of family/individuals planning special hospitality

-  such as wedding and memorials

-  Retreat/Events supporting community

Some notes for discussions:

• Do relationships with our meeting include the spiritual discernment for rightness along with the 

welcoming and engagement in the meeting?

• Should Young Friends and Adult First Day School ‘come under' Spiritual Life?

• Maybe Nominating cmte 'goes away' or comes under Care and Counsel.

• *For Friendship Meeting, Care and Counsel and Spiritual Life regularly meets and 

communicates

• *For Friendship Meeting, Care and Counsel and Spiritual Life are charged to regularly report 

to MFB.

• *For Friendship Meeting, Care and Counsel and Spiritual Life maintain minutes filed directly 

with Guilford, same like our VBFM MEO currently does. - or just have the report to MFB be the 

record on file.
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