
Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice Committee
Report submitted to Meeting for Business

March 7, 2020

Present:  Faye Bailey, Barbara Battelle, Tom Bertrand, Nancy Craft, Sally Gudas, 
Debbie Reilly, Elizabeth Waitekus, Mary Pelham White

Opened with a period of silence

Committee Members offered reports on their work:
Faye B   uses opportunities   to speak with our representatives whenever they are present.  
Barbara B. will be a panelist at the Hunger Summit to be held March 6th at Virginia 
Wesleyan College.  She was encouraged to tell her story of feeling embarrassed about 
her own period of homelessness and now seeing it as part of her journey that she can 
now draw on to make change for others.  Barbara also shared her recent success selling 
her art in the Paul Street Art Gallery, Titustown Recreation Center.
Tom B. provided a schedule of upcoming events:  

 Vigils for Peace in Newport News (3/7 & 3/21);  
 Holy Week Pilgrimage (4/5-8) begins at VBFM

o Pax Christi & Norfolk Catholic Worker cosponsor this pilgrimage to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the bombings of Hiroshima & 
Nagasaki and to raise awareness about the campaign to support the United 
Nations Treaty on the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons.  Tom B. will stay 
with pilgrims in our Meeting House as base of operations Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday nights and they will move to the Peninsula for the 
remainder of the week. A detailed itinerary is available so others can join 
in.

 Interim Body Meeting, NCYMC, Fayetteville, NC (4/25);  
 Poor People’s Mass Assembly & Moral March on the National Mall (6/20); 
 Friends General Conference, Radford University (6/28-7/4);  
 NCYM at Guilford College (7/9-12)

Tom B. also shared that he will be in Arlington, VA (3/2-4) to observe Immigration 
Court proceedings in preparation for increased client representation. 
Additionally, Tom B. said that he is arranging a meeting with Virginia Beach 
Councilman, Guy Tower for us to discuss prospects for asking Va. Beach Council to 
pass a resolution calling the U.S. government to sign the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons. We’ll also inquire about ways we can assist the City as the 
Coronavirus emerges.



Nancy C. explained that while legislation to crack down on high interest loans;  
reducing incidences where 14-15 yr olds are tried as adults;  Driver’s License 
availability for undocumented residents has passed, funding is the next step.  She also 
said the Legislature did not take up the issue of redistricting. (Update:  she added post-
meeting:  our governor worked to successfully get the redistricting bill out of the state 
House and it will need to be approved by the House within the next two days if redistricting 
will go to the governor for signature!! And the democrats are the main ones needed for this 
support (the republications approved it last year)!!!
  She also called our attention to the Letter to the Editor by Julia Dorsey Loomis in the 
Va. Pilot (3/1)
Sally G.  reported  TIMES ( )  programs 

 To provide ESL (English as a 2nd language) classes in Virginia Beach, 
supported by childcare, food transportation and materials for participants.  
Some Meeting members are helping and others are needed.  

 Health services as Beach Clinic on Holland Rd  (3/7  10am-4 pm)
 Work with Virginia Beach Middle School to support school enrollment for 
 children (asylum seekers)   Ohef Shalom has secured a grant to support children 

in enrollment.
Also, Theresa Stanley, through Interspiritual  has set up a program for legal assistance 
for filing citizenship papers which will transmitted through Ascension Catholic 
Church in Va. Beach.  Fees run approx.. $1200 for adults and $750 for children.
Mary Pelham W. suggested that the Coronavirus Pandemic may eclipse or will at least 
exascerbate many of our focused issues by rapidly spreading illness, overburdened 
healthcare system, suspended educational system, disruption of workforce and 
financial systems.  As this scenario unfolds, we will consider more online 
communication as well as ways to support the community and each other.

** Unfinished business  :    Committee members should select months to convene our 
Committee, ie.  4th & 5th months; 6th & 7th;    9th & 10th ;  11th & 12th

We closed at 1:20 p.m. with a period of silence


