
 MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS
VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING

8th Day of 3rd Month 2020

Meeting opened at 8:30 am with a period of waiting worship, 14 persons present. 

Clerk Jean Crawford read aloud Query #8 - Manner of Living: 

Do we observe simplicity and honesty in our manner of living? Are we careful to live within the bounds of 
our circumstances, punctual in keeping promises, prompt in the payment of debts, and just in all our 
dealings? Do we choose those activities which will strengthen our physical, mental, and spiritual life; and do 
we avoid those harmful to ourselves and others?

Approved: Meeting united in the following response to the query: 

This historic query about integrity in our manner of living, calling us to hold in trust what is given to us by God, be just 
in all our dealings, and live within the bounds of our circumstances, is our goal, both in our personal lives and in the 
life of our larger communities.  This is not an easy way, especially when we must deal with difficult matters in a 
complex and materialistic world, but it is our Quaker way.  Our privileged circumstances raise the further query of 
how far we may be from living truly justly and fairly on this planet.  We are thankful that our faith community in this 
Meeting enables us to help each other stay true to this way of aspiration.

Proposed Reading for Upcoming Adult First Day Classes:   When God Talks Back  

Patrick Goold announced that Adult First Day Classes will resume the coming third first day (3/15) at 9:30 in the 
Meeting House.  He proposed that we read and discuss together the book When God Talks Back by T.R. 
Luhrmann. The preface and table of contents for that book may be downloaded from the VBFM website. Patrick had 
four reasons for thinking that it is a good book for our class. First, it throws light on a question of central concern to 
Quakers, one that Debbie Reilly raised so poignantly last first day, 'How do I know this is God speaking and not ego 
or something else?'  Secondly, it focuses on the nature and putative power of prayer, which is a core concern for 
many in the meeting but a problematic one for others. Thirdly, it approaches this question through a careful and 
sympathetic study of a prominent faith community quite different from ours. (The subtitle of the book is 
"Understanding the Evangelical Relationship with God.)  So it might help to widen the scope of our sympathies and 
shade some of our black and whites to gray. And finally, since the Bible is a central guide for the faith community 
Luhrmann writes about, the book seems to Patrick to be a fitting sequel for our own recent discussions of early 
Quakers and their approach to the Bible.  Patrick invited all to come on March 3rd Month 15 to discuss whether this is 
a project we would like to take up together. 

Approved:  Meeting approved this plan for the upcoming Adult First Day class.

Young Friends Committee Report 

Linda Smith reminded the Meeting that Galen Hamann will lead “Faith and Play” sessions for the children on 3rd 
Month 29 and 5th Month 17.  The latter session will be followed by a “Blessing of the Noble Trees” (the oaks and the 
magnolia in front of our Meeting House) led by Rosalie Deer Heart and by a potluck.

Nancy Craft reminded us that the 3rd Month Meeting will feature Galen’s final “Faith and Play” session with us before 
she and her family will move to the Boston area at the end of the school year.  

Approved:  Meeting agreed to continue exploring how to ensure that those adults supervising children’s 
activities for the Meeting meet state and local requirements for background checks, as recommended by the 
Committee.  



Buildings & Grounds Committee Report

Dave French and Debbie Reilly reported for the Buildings & Grounds Committee, calling attention to the detailed 
summary of actions taken by the Committee taken during the past year.  The following were noted:

 This morning represented the last day of Gwen Clapp Jannone’s devoted  connection to our Meeting.  Gwen 
had asked to be relieved of this responsibility.  A new janitor, Tonya, contracted by Friends School, will carry 
on the cleaning from this day forth. 

Approved:  Working with the Treasurer, Nancy Craft will coordinate an appropriate financial gift of 
$300 and other gesture of appreciation for Gwen Jannone. 

Approved:  Meeting agreed to set the next Meeting Workday for March 28.

 Information: Property Insurance for Meeting House 
In inquiring into why the insured value of the Meeting House was recently lowered considerably, the 
Committee is considering whether to restore the amount to the prior actual insured value of $500,000.  Beth 
Patterson Bertrand will research the advantages of “replacement value” versus “actual cash value (specified 
amount)” and share that information with the Buildings & Grounds Committee and the Treasurer.

Treasurers Report

Dave French presented the monthly and annual Treasurer’s Reports, which had been posted on the Meeting’s 
website.  He reported that negotiating the terms of the new $50,000 loan to Friends School approved at the Second 
Month Meeting for Business would be the work of a meeting between the Meeting’s Finance Committee and the 
School Committee scheduled for the afternoon of 3rd Month 19.  

Peace, Earthcare and Social Justice Committee Report

Mary Pelham White presented the report and minutes of the Committee meeting she had convened on 3rd Month 7, 
as posted on the VBFM website.  She highlighted the upcoming Holy Week Pilgrimage which our Meeting will host on 
the evenings of 4th Month 5-7 (Palm Sunday and the two following evenings). [subsequently we have learned from 
Steve Baggarly that this Pilgrimage has been cancelled in view of the Coronavirus health crisis] and the assistance 
that various members of the Committee have given to supporting asylum applicants living in our community.  The 
Catholic Church of the Ascension has agreed to serve as the fiscal agent for a fund to support legal expenses of local 
asylum seekers.  The Committee intends to share among its members responsibility for preparing agendas and 
convening its meetings over the remaining months of this year.  In the face of the Coronavirus pandemic, the 
Committee also is considering more online communication in order to support the community and each other.  Nancy 
Craft called attention to major legislative accomplishments of the General Assembly that had been supported by our 
Committee and by the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, now pending approval by the Governor.  

Faith and Practice Review Committee 

Dave French presented the following comments developed by the Meeting’s Faith & Practice Review Committee, 
after reviewing proposed sections drafted by the Yearly Meeting’s Faith & Practice Review Committee.  The sections 
under review, which had been posted on our Meeting’s website in Second Month, presented an historical explanation 
for the name “Conservative” in the name of our yearly meeting (“North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative)”) and 
discussed Spiritual Gifts and Travel minutes.



Approved: the following comments were approved for submission to the Faith & Practice Review Committee 
of Yearly Meeting: 

"The discussion on Conservative is moot if we simply drop the word from our name now that there 
is no group claiming the broader name of North Carolina Yearly Meeting. We favor this, since the word 
Conservative is a barrier to people even considering attending. There were no comments on the text of the 
section. The second draft of Spiritual Gifts is different from the first mainly that 3 paragraphs were added to 
extend the discussion. We found these gave little additional clarification to the topic and suggest they 
aren’t helpful and may be confusing. Our meeting continues to work at reorganizing our MEO group, and 
thus we don’t have a model to recommend for it."

Special Requests to the Meeting

APPROVED:  Meeting approved a request from Natalie Bray for membership, as set forth in a letter read by 
the Clerk.  The following were approved as members of the clearness committee for Natalie: Nancy Craft, 
Linda Smith, Norris Spenser and Gwynne Wells.  

APPROVED: Meeting approved a request from Martha Giles, the pianist who volunteers for our Christmas 
sing-alongs, to use the Meeting House on May 3 for the Spring Recital of her students, for which she will 
also arrange for the tuning of our piano.

Worship and Community Report

Drawing attention to the detailed minutes that had been posted on the website under the titles of “Care and 
Community” and “Worship and Nurture,” Linda Smith summarized a series of meetings that have taken place in 2nd 
and 3rd Month to discern ways that the many duties previously carried on by MEO (Ministers, Elders & Overseers) 
can be shared among a larger number of people in the Meeting.  Jeanne Crawford had convened conversations 
about “Care and Community,” and Linda Smith conversations about “Worship and Nurture.”  There turned out to be 
significant overlap in the attendance of the two groups, so that a joint meeting of this core group was called for 3rd 
Month 7.  At this meeting, there seemed to be a prevailing sense that the energies of these attenders might be 
effectively combined under the rubric of “Worship and Community” and that this new committee might begin to meet 
as a committee of the whole, with all members and attenders of Meeting being invited to serve on this committee.  
Linda Smith volunteered to compile the responsibilities from both sets of minutes and share these with those who 
had attended these conversations.  She and Jeanne Crawford will together encourage Friends in this core group to 
identify those responsibilities they feel called to undertake. 

Approved: That this group of Friends who have been part of this discernment process continue to feel their 
way forward as a Committee tentatively named “Worship and Community” utilizing the 4th First Day of each 
month from Rise of Meeting (12:00-1:30 pm).

Nominating Committee Report

Andy Young reported that the Nominating Committee had met in 11th and 12th Months last year, and 2nd-Month this 
year. This time of year the Nominating Committee is gearing up for “Nominating Season,” during which its members 
annually check in with our entire community, members and attenders alike, to see how they might best use their gifts 
in service to the meeting.



Other issues

Dave French rose to stress the importance of giving advance notice about specially called meetings and promptly 
posting minutes of such meetings, so that all members of Meeting will have a chance to respond thoughtfully.  He 
asked that the next Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business we discuss how best to handle emergencies from 
this day forward, so as to protect our Meeting from rushed decisions.  

In light of the current Novel Coronavirus crisis, Beth Patterson Bertrand rose to remind us all to make sure that we 
have updated our (a) medical powers of attorney/advance medical directives, (b) durable financial powers of 
attorney, and (c) wills (with any related trusts).  She reminded us to be sure that we have fully informed those we 
have designated for such extraordinary powers of attorney, and that we carry such forms with us when we take trips 
out of town during this time of extensive quarantines and hospitalizations..  

Meeting closed at 10:09 am with a period of silent worship, 16 persons present.
Jean Crawford, Clerk
Tom Bertrand, Recording Clerk


