
Report of 
Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice Committee

To Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business
Fifth day of First month, 2020

“The Trump administration’s assassination of the military commander of Iran’s Quds 
Force is a dangerous escalation of the confrontation with Iran that will lead to more bloodshed, 
further destabilize Iraq, and expand conflict and instability throughout the Middle East.
FCNL condemns the assassination of Maj. Gen. Qasem Soleimani and other pro-Iran militia 
leaders. We are opposed to all killings and condemn the killings of hundreds of Americans and 
other civilians by Iran’s Quds Force and their militia allies. The only way to de-escalate tensions 
and resolve our differences with Iran is through diplomacy.

“As a Quaker organization we hold firm to the faith that war is not the answer; neither is 
assassination or mass killings of innocent civilians. We believe the origin of this crisis lies with 
the Trump administration that has withdrawn from the international nuclear agreement with 
Iran, undermined diplomatic efforts, and escalated economic and military pressure on Iran. And 
with Congress’ failure to act to explicitly reject war with Iran and insist on diplomacy.” 

             --  Diane Randall, FCNL General Secretary, January 3, 2020 (see complete statement at 
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/fcnl-condemns-assassination-urges-congress-to-oppose-escalation-
of-deadly-conflict-with-iran-2573)

Notes from our Committee Meeting on 5th day, First Month: 
In attendance: Faye Bailey, Tom Bertrand, Nancy Craft, Patrick Goold, Sally Gudas, Rosalie Deer 
Heart, Tom Kennedy, Deborah Reilly, Norris Spencer, Elizabeth Waitekus, and Mary Pelham 
White.  

 We reviewed and approved the proposed agenda for the meeting. 

 War with Iran?  We read together the January 3 statement  (excerpt above) by FCNL’s 
Diane Randall condemning the assassination of Qasem Soleimani and urging Congress to 
oppose the escalation of conflict with Iran.  We then entered into a lively discussion 
about what our Meeting could do in response to the unfolding crisis.  Patrick decried the 
tenor of public statements both by members of the administration and in newspaper 
articles: “the reality here is that we [like the Iranian Quds Force] have murdered.  Our 
leaders and our press are now unable to distinguish between peace and war.”  We 
noted how many of us have dear friends who are Iranian-Americans, including the 
families of our Meeting.  We discussed upcoming opportunities to join with Pax Christi 
and other faith congregations in anti-war vigils (see attached list of upcoming events).  

https://www.fcnl.org/updates/fcnl-condemns-assassination-urges-congress-to-oppose-escalation-of-deadly-conflict-with-iran-2573
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Tom Kennedy cautioned that we need to be careful and nuanced in our messages of 
protest, articulating messages that unite us, embrace our Quaker values, and connect us 
with the better angels of the nature of our fellow citizens.  We agreed that it is time for 
us light a fire under our anti-war efforts.

 Recommended Action: After much discussion, we agreed to recommend to the next 
Meeting for Business the following responses at this time:

1. That we invite others to join our usual Fourth Night Prayer Meeting on January 
15th and perhaps subsequent Fourth Nights, where, in addition to our usual 
intercessory prayers for our prayer list, we would join in a prayer vigil for peace 
in the Middle East.  Since three of the usual five participants in our Fourth 
Night Prayers were present at this Committee Meeting, we agreed to spread 
the word and turn the January 8 Prayer Meeting into a Prayer Meeting into a 
peace vigil.

2. That we propose a Minute to the Meeting for Business, to be drafted by Tom 
Kennedy and Tom Bertrand.

 We noted letters to the editor recently submitted by Mary Pelham White and Faye 
Bailey (see attached).

 New antiwar/environmental coalition.  We discussed an email sent by Steve Baggarly 
alerting us to a meeting that very afternoon (January 6) at the Russell Memorial Library 
in Chesapeake to discuss the formation of a new antiwar/environmental coalition.  We 
noted that this organizing meeting was being led by the Tidewater Democratic Socialists, 
the Norfolk Catholic Worker, and the Green Party of Hampton Roads and agreed to 
honor our practice of not engaging formally with political parties.   

 We reviewed a report from Steve Baggarly about the December 28-20 Feast of Holy 
Innocents Protest in Washington, DC, in which Steve and seven other protestors were 
arrested in a demonstration outside the Pentagon.

Review of Upcoming Peace & Social Justice-related Events   

Tuesday, January 14, 7 pm, Witness at Portsmouth City Council Meeting in favor of Treaty To 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons.  Hampton Roads Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons has been 
working towards asking local city councils to pass a resolution calling the US government to sign 
the Treaty on the prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. City and town councils around the world are 
passing such resolutions to pressure their non-signatory governments to join the global outcry 
to abolish nukes.   On Tuesday, January 14, HRCAN will make its case at the Portsmouth City 
Council meeting. The meeting is at Portsmouth City Hall (801 Crawford St.) at 7 pm. Parking is 
under the building, in a lot by the river, or across the street. The meeting is on the 6th floor.



Friday, January 17, 11 am-noon, "No Trident, no nuclear war, sign the treaty" vigil, main gate 
to Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Effingham St. in Portsmouth, just south of Portsmouth Blvd.

Saturday, January 18, third annual Women’s March on Washington.

Wednesday, January 22, 2020, Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy Day for All People, 
Richmond, VA, Lobbying day at the Virginia General Assembly, See 
https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/events/day-for-all-people-
2/1579678200/1579705200/

Sunday, January 26, “Faith & Play” for our children on the theme of “Service and Social 
Justice” will be led by Galen Hamann at our regular Meeting for Worship 

March 28-31, 2020, FCNL Spring Lobby Weekend for Young Friends, Washington DC

April 5-8, 2020 Holy Week Pilgrimage.  Upon our Committee’s recommendation, our Meeting 
has agreed to co-sponsor and to offer our Meeting House as a base of operations for the Holy 
Week Pilgrimage of Pax Christi and the Norfolk Catholic Worker.  This pilgrimage is designed to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary year of the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and to 
raise awareness about the campaign to support the United Nations Treaty on the Abolition of 
Nuclear Weapons.  As they did in 2014, the pilgrims would use our Meeting House for dinner 
and talks and logistical preparation on Palm Sunday evening, with out-of-towners sleeping in 
the Meeting House as their base of operations on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday nights, after 
which they would move to a church on the Peninsula for the remainder of the week.  Tom 
Bertrand has volunteered to be the on-site VBFN liaison to the Pilgrims from Palm Sunday 
evening through Wednesday morning of Holy week.

April 25, 2020, Interim Body Meeting, NCYMC, (Fayetteville, NC) 

June 20, 2020.  Poor People's Mass Assembly and Moral March on the National Mall in 
Washington DC.  The Poor People's Campaign is arranging seats on chartered buses from points 
from downstate Virginia, south of Fredericksburg, to bring activists to DC. (Northern Virginia 
activists will be relying primarily on public transportation.)  Signing up for a bus is super-easy. 
Follow this link - https://rally.co/  poor  -  peoples  -assembly/   - scroll down to Virginia and pick the 
closest city. You'll have to pay for the ticket with a credit or debit card up front, but at least for 
Virginia riders, the costs are relatively modest.

June 28-July 4, 2020, Friends General Conference (FGC) 2020 Gathering, Radford University, 
Radford, Virginia.  The Annual Gathering will be under the care of Baltimore Yearly Meeting. 

July 9-12, 2020, NCYM Yearly Meeting, at Guilford College 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/1gA/ni0YAA/t.2y4/HlZnG60gTnOoasXKogFrmA/h0/7Q3ONU4XAjoAHyy77CGGV7LNLmcr-2BBv0A7sgVzdQuDC2TenjGnUEEOJGXGLfeXnD-2BhioWUF8gf531IeOOMxzmA8Yk31Ajex-2F9GArNvSSglosd3-2Bitd0JKQM9Bjoama5doyC4-2FbyGxTMeZvZZfnGuPiXzdEck6WMW5gtqcfdvg0W3P6cdopxrpyq-2FRa-2FDFtmKUk63ymG7SCEeB3YWmverUJz75OWEvxc8RL9KMlHqtyrNnb-2BG7lx3pGNOLVswT0IQb2he20hhreE3VvCT8YsXx7f7krv-2FCTHV0BWfp2-2F7lT36BovEbTFCjEUFmW3qV4Ro70zpxgW62aaHNUogq1H7DAfvqE8DnLpyvI4jbdJ7TQESov8e15FLMaXbNHPOJbUjtN8O5qDBUPT-2BMg5IpXReLRXN9qlqVTPS-2FRjkMC0z7df0Az2Ka5UDm5ER1VYxHPCf/0ogW
https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/events/day-for-all-people-2/1579678200/1579705200/
https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/events/day-for-all-people-2/1579678200/1579705200/

