
MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS
VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING

12th Day of 1st Month 2020

Meeting opened at 8:30 am with a period of waiting worship, 17persons present. 

Clerk Jean Crawford read aloud Query #6, Growth of Our Children: Do we 
endeavor by example and precept to cultivate in our children a sense of openness 
and expectancy about life, and to aid them in their growth in spiritual 
understanding and moral discernment? Do we share with them the faith that 
guides the practice of Friends, while encouraging them to develop their religious 
insights as the Spirit of God may lead them?

Meeting united in the following response: 

As we take down the bells and bows of Christmas with our own children and 
students at our school, we are reminded of the influence we all have for better or 
worse on our children.  Many of us came to this Meeting because we brought our 
children to Friends School and were ourselves attracted by its values.  Teachers at 
our School model Quaker values, attitudes, behavior day in and day out, but so do 
we all, so must we all. The children will find their own paths, but we are grateful 
to realize how many of our former students look upon their time here at the 
School and in this Meeting as a blessed time. 

Presentation by Kristin Barclay

Kristin came to our Meeting to announce some upcoming events at the school.  
She serves roles as development and communications director.  She announced 
that Lewis and Mary Pelham White and Garland Waller will be honored at 
Founders Day on February 22.  Kristin reported that Garland, who directs the 
filmmaking program at Boston University, arranged for her students to produce a 
documentary about the early days of Friends School.  The documentary has just 
been delivered and will be shown at Founder’s Day, as a way of creating new 
momentum for the School’s toddler program.  Kristin encouraged Friends to 
purchase tickets ($45 each) and plan to attend Founders Day and contribute for 
the auction.  The aim is to make Founder’s Day inclusive of our diverse 
community.



Peace, Earthcare& Social Justice Committee

Tom Bertrand presented the written report of the Peace, Earthcare& Social 
Justice Committee.  He explained that in its meeting on January 5th the 
Committeeengaged in an earnest discussion of various issues, including how our 
Meeting might respond to the escalation of tensions in the Middle East following 
the assassination of Iranian General Qasem Soleimani.  The Committee proposed 
extending an invitation to other faith groups to join us in prayer vigils for peace in 
the Middle East to coincide with our usual Fourth Night intercessory prayer 
meetings.  Without waiting for action by the Meeting for Business, members of 
the Committee spread the word and were joined in our prayers this past 
Wednesday night by 15 individuals, most drawn from the A.R.E. Glad Helpers.  
Also, Tom Kennedy presented a proposed minute concerning peace in the Middle 
East that he and Tom Bertrand had drafted, with the intent of posting the minute 
on the Meeting’s website and sharing it with our elected officials, the Virginian 
Pilot, FCNL, and others.  

Action: Meeting united in endorsing the plan to invite others to join our usual 
Fourth Night Prayer Meeting at 7 pm on January 15th and perhaps several 
subsequent Fourth Nights, where, in addition to our usual intercessory prayers, 
we will join in a prayer vigil for peace in the Middle East.  

Action: Meeting united in asking that volunteers meet after Business Meeting 
this day to further craft the proposed minute on Peace in the Middle East and 
that another Meeting for Business be called on next First Day (January 19) 
following Meeting for Worship for the purpose of reaching unity on a revised 
minute.  

Tom Bertrand then encouraged members to review the PESJ Report and take note 
of upcoming opportunities to join with others in advocacy and action.

Young Friends 

Linda Smith reported about upcoming Intergenerational Young Friends Programs, 
reminding us that on January 26th Galen Hamann will lead a “Faith and Play” 
program about Martin Luther King Jr.  during our Meeting for Worship.  



Action: In order to facilitate other upcoming sessions, the Meeting requests 
volunteers (perhaps one of our committees) on the following dates to assist 
with children’s activities following the “Faith & Play” and, where indicated, with 
organizing the potlucks: January 26, February 23 (with potluck), March 29, and 
May 17 (with potluck). Tom Bertrand, Debbie Reilly, Jeanne Crawford, and 
Gwynne Wells volunteered to work with the children following “Faith and Play” 
on January 26th.

Patrick Goold reported on Child Safety Guidelines and background checks.  Most 
big churches require background checks and at least two adults in a room with 
children.  That is now the standard of due diligence in churches.  Meeting will 
study this further, and in the meantime will continue the practice of ensuring that 
two adults be present with the children in all programs.

Meeting House Usage Request

Whit Peace introduced a request from an Alzheimer’s group to use our Meeting 
House on one Friday afternoon a month for their Memory Cafe.  Whit, the 
Meeting House scheduler, and Nancy Craft will continue to do due diligence on 
this request.

Report on open meeting to discuss realignment of responsibilities of our 
traditional MEO (Ministers, Elders & Overseers):

Patrick Goold reported that meeting on January 5 opened with silent waiting. 
Good discussion/sharing followed. There was unity in moving forward with the 
discussion beginning with two separate meetings of the two "new" committees. 
At this time there is not unity on the exact names of these two new committees. 
Each committee will meet and discuss its duties/responsibilities and choose a 
specific name for each committee. Follow up planning: Jeanne Crawford will 
convene a “Counsel and Care” meeting on Saturday January 25, 11:00 am at the 
Meetinghouse. Linda Smith will convene a "Worship and Ministry" meeting on 
Sunday January 26, 9:00 am at the Meetinghouse. Everyone who is part of our 
Virginia Beach Friend community is invited and encouraged to attend and 



participate in both of these meetings. Until these new committees are up and 
functioning, MEO will continue in an advisory capacity.

Update on Clerking committee progress 

Kathy Garner reported that Elizabeth Waitekus, Gwynne Wells, Linda Smith, 
Nancy Nixon, and Kathy Garner had met to discuss how the duties of Meeting 
Clerk might be shared effectively.  Over the coming year, Linda, Gwynne, and 
Elizabeth will share the clerking duties, starting with Gwynne in May.    Jeanne 
and Linda will put together a clerking handbook.  The Meeting will send some of 
our aspiring clerks to a Pendle Hill clerking workshop.

Other Matters on the Agenda were tabled until the next Meeting for Business

Business Meeting closed at 10:25 am with a period of silent worship, 19 persons 
present.

Jean Crawford, Clerk

Tom Bertrand, Recording Clerk


