
Report of Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice Committee 
to 

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting for Business 
10th day of 11th month, 2019 

 
 

“What does it really mean to serve?  It is waking up in the morning, thinking, ‘What 
difference will I make today?’  It is having a determined mind bent on justice and an open 
heart for love.  It is giving of your time, your effort, your concern, and indeed your life for 

others.” 
 

--Mai Zaru, quotation selected for the 7th Month  
in the 2020 Friends’ Calendar published by the Tract Association of Friends. 

 

 
  

1. Committee Change of Name and Revision of our Committee Mission Statement. 

During Eighth and Ninth months, our Committee met to consider and agree upon a 

change of name for our Committee.  Our recommendation was approved at the 

Meeting for Business on Ninth Month 8, with the expectation that we would revise 

accordingly our mission statement for the website.  Our committee met again on Ninth 

Month 29, Tenth Month 6, and Eleventh Month 3 to further refine our document.   

 

Over the course of these various meetings, the following persons participated in one or 

more of the discussions about the name change and the revision of our Committee’s 

mission: Faye Bailey, Beth and Tom Bertrand, Sarah Byme, Mark Connolly, Nancy Craft, 

Nancy Delle Femine, Liana Fleming, Dave French, Patrick Goold, Sally Gudas, Tom 

Kennedy, Robert Kent, Ramonda King, April Megginson, Kendle Morrishow, Whit Peace, 

Deborah Reilly, Kate Rogers, Elizabeth Waitekus, and Mary Pelham White.   With a final 

reformatting suggested at our latest meeting one week ago, attended by Nancy Craft, 

Dave French, Elizabeth Waitekus, and Tom and Beth Bertrand, we submit the attached 

mission statement and description of the work of our committee for approval by the 

Meeting for Business and for posting on the website.   

 

 

Recommended minute: The revised mission statement and description of the work of 

the Committee on Peace, Earthcare, & Social Justice was approved as recommended 

by the Committee (see attached) 

 



 

2. At our Committee Meeting on Eleventh Month 3, we also discussed the following 

matters: 

• We reflected on the success of our field trip to Somerton Meeting, in which sixteen 

Virginia Beach Friends participated.  Tom volunteered to draft a letter of 

appreciation to be sent from the clerk of our Meeting to the clerk of the Somerton 

Meeting, as well as messages of appreciation to Pastor Richard Wilcox, Barbara 

Gosney, and Lewis White for their contributions.   

• We agreed to contribute $100 from our Committee’s budgeted discretionary fund to 

the Friends School in appreciation for the use of the Friends School Bus.   

• Dave, Nancy and Tom discussed issues that had arisen during the Interim Body 

Meeeting in Greensboro on Tenth Month 26, including the formation of a steering 

committee for the Yearly Meeting’s engagement with the Poor People’s Campaign 

(Tom serves on this steering committee). 

• We took note that the annual meeting of the steering committee of Quaker 

Earthcare Witness will take place at Durham Friends Meeting in April 2020.  We will 

invite our NCYMC representative to Quaker Earthcare Witness to attend one of our 

Committee meetings in early 2020. 

• We also agreed to request that the Treasurer of our Meeting add a new budget line 

for a $100 contribution from the Meeting to Quaker Earthcare Witness, as was 

anticipated when our Meeting endorsed an affiliation with Quaker Earthcare 

Witness. 

• We discussed the diminished numbers of asylum seekers who have been delivered 

to the bus stations in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, as a result of new U.S. border 

policies that have caused asylum seekers to be sent back across the Mexican border 

until their petitions are processed.  Sally Gudas reported that Temple Ohef Sholom 

has taken the lead in seeking to provide counsel and support to immigrant families, 

in cooperation with Spanish-speaking congregations in South Hampson Roads.  Mary 

Pelham White is maintaining a liaison to this interfaith effort 

• We took note of upcoming events, and highlighted in particular the upcoming DACA 

Rally in front of the Federal Courthouse on Tuesday, November 12, 6:30 pm. 

 
Report submitted by Tom Bertrand on behalf of the Committee 
 

 

 

 



 

SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL TO MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

Revised Mission Statement and description of the work of the Peace, Earthcare & Social 
Justice (PE&SJ) Committee for VBFM Website: 

Mission Statement: 

The Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice Committee facilitates opportunities for education, 
advocacy, and service among members and attenders of Virginia Beach Friends Meeting. Our 
work is based on our belief in the worth of every person and our faith in the power of love to 
overcome violence and oppression.  We believe in the efficacy of nonviolent, persistent, faithful 
witness for peace, justice, and care of the earth.  We meet regularly to share information, plan 
opportunities to build coalitions, and encourage each other in our respective commitments to 
spirit-led advocacy.  Our Committee provides leadership for Virginia Beach Friends in the 
following ways: 

Education 

• We plan educational programs for our Meeting about the history of Friends in our community 
and nation and how our testimonies have measured up to the challenges presented to our 
forebears over the centuries. 

• We serve as a resource for peace, earthcare, and social justice initiatives of the faculty and 
students of Friends School, and we encourage financial support for certain of those initiatives. 

Advocacy 

• We seek to be effective advocates for peace and public policy change in our world, nation, 
state, and local community. In accord with the mission of the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, “We seek a world free of war and the threat of war and a society with equity and 
justice for all. We seek a community where every person's potential may be fulfilled. We seek 
an earth restored.” 

• We encourage members/attenders of our Meeting to bear witness to their beliefs by writing 
letters to newspapers and to public officials; helping organize programs that bring these issues 
to public attention, such as the One Love Festival; joining advocacy teams lobbying our public 
officials; and participating in peace vigils with others of like mind. 

• We aim to stay current with and engage initiatives of the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, the American Friends Service Committee, Quaker Earthcare Witness, and the Poor 
People’s Campaign. 

• We seek to nurture, and whenever possible provide leadership in, statewide and regional 
coalitions of non-profit organizations with similarly progressive missions, such as the Virginia 
Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP), Virginia Organizing, Social Justice University, 
Lynnhaven River Now, and the Legislative Collaborative Table of South Hampton Roads. 



Service 

• We seek ways to facilitate constructive engagement between public officials and those in our 
community who feel least empowered and most victimized. 

• We maintain supportive relationships with other interfaith organizations with which our 
Meeting has traditionally partnered, such as the Judeo-Christian Outreach Center (JCOC, a local 
interfaith outreach to the homeless), the Norfolk Catholic Worker, and Steady Footsteps (an 
organization founded by a member of Meeting now working in Vietnam). 

• We make annual funding recommendations to the Meeting for Business on behalf of 
organizations that have historically been supported by our Meeting, as well as organizations 
more recently granted our Meeting’s support.  In 2019 our Meeting has provided modest 
financial support to the following organizations: Friends School, Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, American Friends Service Committee, Quaker House in Fayetteville, Quaker United 
Nations Office, Steady Footsteps, Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, the Judeo-Christian 
Outreach Center, Norfolk Catholic Worker, and Ramallah Friends School.   

Draft as of 11/07/2019 

 

Draft of letter of appreciation to Somerton Friends Meeting:  

Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

Religious Society of Friends 

1537 Larkin Road 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
 

Eleventh Month 9, 2019 

 

Nancy G. Daughtrey, Clerk 

Somerton Friends Meeting 

3204 Holland Road 

Suffolk, VA 23434 

 

Dear Nancy Daughtrey: 

 

Please convey the hearty appreciation of our Virginia Beach Friends Meeting to the members of 

Somerton Meeting for the extraordinary hospitality and fellowship you extended to our 

congregation on Tenth Month 27.   

 

I am told by the many members of our Meeting who were able to travel to Somerton that it was 

an especially beautiful fall day. Sharing worship with your congregation, led by Jerry Perry and 

your gifted organist/pastor, Richard Wilcox, was a true blessing.  The feast provided by your 

hospitality committee was abundant and delicious.  The history and deeply discerning teachings 

shared by Richard in his rich sermon and by Barbara Gosney in her exploration of historic letters 



concerning the Underground Railroad were priceless.  And I am told too that the time shared 

together later that afternoon at Lake Drummond, with Lewis White’s overview of the ecology of 

the Great Dismal Swamp and with Richard’s leading of silent worship there, was deeply 

meaningful.  We are grateful for the leadership of Richard, Whit Peace, and April Megginson in 

bringing this event to pass. 

 

Our Virginia Beach Friends look forward to further worship and fellowship together with 

Somerton Friends in Virginia Beach and in Suffolk. 

 

 

Grace and Peace to you, 

 

 

Jean Crawford, Clerk 

 


