
 
 

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 
VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING 

10th Day of 11th Month 2019 
 

Meeting opened at 8:30 am with a period of waiting worship, 11 persons present.  

Opening Worship Query #4: 

Work of the Meeting: Do we assume our rightful share in the expenses of our Meeting? Do we 

regard our time, our talents, and our possessions as given us in trust, and do we use them 

freely for the needs of others? 

 Response:  

This query encourages us to reflect on our responsibility to respond in a timely manner to our 

Meeting’s needs as set forth in our budget priorities.  We resonate particularly to the phrases 

“in trust” and “freely for the needs of others.”  Let us say also “joyfully”, for we carry with us 

the joy of our fellowship with all those in this Meeting who share these priorities and 

commitments, those who came before us and remain in our memories and those who sit with 

us here today. 

 

Reading of Minutes from Meeting for Business in Tenth Month: 

Following our pondering of Query #4, Clerk began the business of the Meeting by asking the 

Recording Clerk to read aloud the minutes from the Meeting for Business in Tenth Month, which 

had not previously been distributed. 

 

Head of School Report: 

Mike Barclay highlighted the following matters from his written report: 

 Current enrollment (including students from new Virginia Beach Sports Academy): 105 

with 5 in the enrollment start at the new year.  This is an increase of 2 students since 

the last report. 1 VBSA 12th grade and 1 Cottage to begin in January). 

 Development Results as of first of November: Raised to-date: $144,469 Goal is: 

$270,000 % to Goal: 55%.  Mike expressed special appreciation to Mary Pelham White 

and Lisa Metcalfe for organizing a recent phonathon.    

 Among special visitors to campus was Jane Batten, brought by School Committee 

member Jim Metcalfe.   

 In response to questions, Mike explained that Friends School was exploring how the 

Virginia Beach Sports Academy might become an affiliate of Friends School, making it 

possible to reopen some upper school courses to dual enrollment by students from the 

Sports Academy.  and provide a steady stream of income to sustain the School.   

 



 

Young Friends: 

Linda Smith made a report for the young Friends Committee.  In spite of a previous decision to 

lay down the Young Friends First Day programs due to insufficient student demand, the 

Committee has come up with a new plan, thanks to Galen Hamann, who has committed to 

leading a series of intergenerational Faith and Play stories over the upcoming six months, with 

hopes of attracting more children.  On each of the proposed dates, following the Faith and Play, 

two adult volunteers will be needed each week to facilitate a follow-up activity with the children 

downstairs.  There was some discussion of the need to understand our responsibilities for 

providing adequate background checks on adults providing such supervision. 

Approved: that the Committee should continue looking into how to obtain 

background checks for anyone who volunteers with our children and should present 

more information next month.   

Approved: the following dates were approved for Faith and Play: 

 December 1 (Gratitude) 

 December 22 (Christmas) – followed by a Holiday Potluck  

 January 26 (service and social justice)  

 February 23 (followed by a potluck) 

 March 29 

 May 17 (followed by a potluck) 

 

Request for Membership:  

Jeanne Crawford reported that a beautiful letter had been received from Kye Jinx Moran 

requesting consideration for membership in the Meeting.   

Approved: that a Clearness Committee composed of Nancy Craft, Jeanne Crawford, 

Andy Young, and Nancy Nixon be established to meet with Kye concerning his 

request.   

 

Buildings & Grounds Committee: 

Dave reported for the Buildings & Grounds Committee, which after much study of alternative 

means of providing handicapped access to the basement, has recommended that a chair lift be 

installed down the outside stairway to the kitchen to accommodate those who need assistance 

accessing the lower floor of the Meeting House. He reported that the estimated cost of 

equipment, labor and widening of access sidewalk is $20,000. This was recommended by the 

Committee as the “least costly way” to access the basement. Jean read a letter from one 

member lobbying for an elevator as the only option. Another member, reminding us of our 

testimony of equality, pleaded that we need to do some to improve access as soon as possible.  

Others pointed out complications of all the options which we have been talking about for at 

least 20 years.   



 

Approved: that Buildings & Grounds solicit a solid quote for a chair lift and gather 

more information about this option for Meeting to consider, even though we are not 

yet in unity. 

The Committee will postpone a decision about permitting the Alcohol Anonymous Group to 

purchase and install a window Air Conditioning Unit for the basement.  Other options were 

discussed, including portable air conditioners and fans. The Committee believes parking for the 

Meeting is adequate for the near future; needs may change following impending road 

construction.   The Committee tentatively proposes a Second Month 1 date for the next Work 

Day.  

 

Faith & Practice Committee: 

Dave French explained that yearly meeting F&P committee has sent out a new section 

discussing the term “conservative” in the name of our yearly meeting.  He also reported that 

Yearly Meeting has gone forward without accepting our recommendations on the Introduction 

to the Queries. 

Communications Committee: 

The written Report from the Communications Committee was accepted, though no actions were 

recommended. 

Treasurer/Finance Committee Report: 

Dave French presented the written Report of the Treasurer and Finance Committee.  He 

requested that the various committees submit their requests for budgetary support for the 

upcoming fiscal year.   In his review of income items in the current budget, he noted special 

income included the Meeting’s share ($56,500) of the payment from VDOT that had shared with 

Friends School as well as a payment of $11,839.14 for the permanent easement. Income 

included a $10,000 contribution from Bob Clapp’s estate. Income also includes $1100 in 

memorial contributions for Barbara French.   Dave reported that at last month’s business 

meeting, we approved asking Yearly Meeting to support the school’s teacher development 

workshop next April. This request was not approved by the Interim Body, which suggested 

seeking contributions from individuals in the various Meetings.  

 

Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice Committee Report: 

Tom Bertrand presented the report of the Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice Committee, with 

two recommendations.  The report summarized the Committee’s process of revising its mission 

statement following its change of name. 

 



Approved: The revised mission statement and description of the work of the 

Committee on Peace, Earthcare, & Social Justice was approved as recommended by 

the Committee.    

 

Approved: To ask the Clerk to send a letter of appreciation to the clerk of Somerton 

Friends Meeting, expressing appreciation for the hospitality and fellowship showed 

to Virginia Beach Friends during our recent field trip Somerton to worship, eat, and 

learn about the history of the Friends involvement in the Underground Railroad. 

 

Foodbank & Meals at the Judeo-Christian Outreach Center: 

Dave has asked PE&SJ to consider carrying on Bob Clapp’s concern to solicit individual cash 

contributions to local food banks.   He also reported that due to diminished enrollment and 

staffing in the School, both the School and the PE&SJ Committee had reluctantly decided that 

they do not have the volunteer support necessary to continue the past work of fixing meals for 

the JCOC.   

Approved: the recommendation from PE&SJ that funds remaining in the current 

year’s budgetary item for JCOC meals be sent by the Treasurer directly to JCOC.   

 

Interim Body Meeting: 

Nancy Craft reported news from the Interim Body Meeting at Friendship Meeting in Greensboro, 

NC 26th day of Tenth Month, at which Nancy, Dave French and Tom Bertrand had served as our 

Meeting’s Representatives.  She noted the following: 

 The Yearly Meeting Program Committee has selected “Living Faithly in a Fractured 

World” as the theme for the next Yearly Meeting. 

 Due to the resignation of the Yearly Meeting MEO Clerk, MEO has scheduled a meeting 

in Fourth Month to identify its next clerk. 

 Tom Bertrand, Melidy Poole (Fayetteville), Charlie Ansell (Friendship), and Kristin Olsen-

Kennedy (Davidson) have agreed to work together as a steering committee for the 

Yearly Meeting’s engagement with the Poor People’s Campaign. 

 Lauri Langham of Durham Meeting, the Yearly Meeting’s representative to Quaker 

Earthcare Witness, proposes to travel to several monthly meetings to lead an informal 

program/discussion on how we as Quakers are feeling about our current environmental 

and climate situation and reflect on our personal and corporate response. 

 The expenses of the last summer’s Yearly Meeting were considerably higher than 

anticipated.  $7000 will be moved to the budget to cover these expenses.  As new 

finance committee chair of Yearly Meeting, Dave French will meet with Ray Treadway 

and Susan Lees to anticipate expenses for the coming Yearly Meeting sessions and 

evaluate alternative Yearly Meeting locations. 

 



 
Approved: that the following four children of Jane Volckhausen, once active in our 
Meeting when the family lived in Hampton Roads, be removed from our membership 
list now that the mother has passed away: 
 Janet Volckhausen 
 Jim Volckhausen 
 Paul Volckhausen 
 Tom Volckhausen 
 

Ministers, Elders & Overseers will meet on 4th first day next month to plan for the next open 

meeting to discuss how to sort out the respective responsibilities of the new Counsel & Care and 

Spiritual Life Committees.     

 

Meeting closed at 10:20 am with a period of silent worship, 15 persons present. 

 

Jeanne Crawford, Clerk 

Tom Bertrand, Recording Clerk 


