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"Our job is to love others without stopping to inquire whether or not they are worthy.”  
 

-- Thomas Merton 
 

“One of the most calming and powerful actions you can do to intervene in a stormy world is to 
stand up and show your soul.  Struggling souls catch light from other souls who are fully lit and 

willing to show it.” 
  

-- Clarissa Pinkola Estes 
 

 

 

Overview of our Committee’s Summer Activities: 

Over the course of the summer months, Peace & Social Justice met three times, drawing 

between ten and fourteen persons to each of our meetings.  The following are the highlights of 

those summer meetings, which did not have a chance to be discussed at VBFM Meetings for 

Business: 

• Spearheaded by Mary Pelham White and sojourning Friend Sally Gudas, formerly of the 

Richmond VA Meeting, several members of our Meeting have continued to meet the 

buses carrying traveling asylum seekers, though they have found that numbers of 

migrants who are travelling to Norfolk and Virginia Beach after provisional release by 

U.S. Customs & Border Protection have slowed to a trickle in recent weeks.  Sally 

continues to remind us of transportation and other needs of these migrants after they 

have reached our community; she is encouraging the growth of a coalition of local 

churches to support them and to provide a “Know Your Rights” clinic for them. 

 

• Several members and attenders of Meeting have participated in actions of the Poor 

People’s Campaign this summer, as well as the PPC Moral Action Congress in June.   

 

• April Megginson and Whit Peace continue working with Somerton Friends Meeting to 

plan a joint activity visiting historic Quaker and Underground Railroad sites in the Great 

Dismal Swamp of Tidewater Virginia.  Those able to travel to Suffolk on October 27 will 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/X76L_r6QGEfbm
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/9882-thomas-merton


join the worship of Somerton Friends and share a meal with them, as well as 

presentations by Somerton Meeting Pastor Richard Wilcox, Barbara Gosney of the Rich 

Square Meeting in North Carolina, and Lewis White of our Meeting and a trip into the 

Great Dismal Swamp. 

 

• Whit Peace, Nancy Craft and Tom Bertrand are continuing to participate in local 

organizing of the local campaign to generate support for ratification the United Nations 

Treaty to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. 

 

• Members of the Committee continue to monitor action alerts from Friends Committee 

on National Legislation and to encourage members of Meeting to utilize the FCNL 

website to send letters to our elected representatives and to the news media.  In 

collaboration with the FCNL staff in Washington DC, Mary Pelham White is preparing an 

op-ed piece about The National Defense Authorization Act.  As an FCNL Visiting Friend, 

Tom Bertrand presented the FCNL report and led two workshops on Spirit-led Advocacy 

at the four-day Western Yearly Meeting in Plainfield, Indiana in July. 

 

• The Committee is reviving the Meeting’s engagement with the American Friends Service 

Committee, through the leadership of April Megginson.   

 

• We have continued to keep the Meeting informed of upcoming events bearing on our 

Peace and Social Justice Concerns. 

Notes from our most recent meeting on September 1, 2019: 

Present: Faye Bailey, Beth & Tom Bertrand, Sarah Byme, Mark Connolly, Dave French, Liana 

Fleming, Sally Gudas, Tom Kennedy, Robert Kent, Ramonda King, April Megginson, Debbie 

Reilly, Elizabeth Waitekus, Mary Pelham White 

We welcomed Faye and Mark, Liana and Robert back from their summer travels in Maine and 

southern Europe, respectively, and welcomed Debbie and Sarah to our committee. 

Though we have submitted written reports, our committee has not been able to report at 

Monthly Meeting for Business since May.  Two action items were recommended by our 

committee in August to the VBFM Meeting for Business, but were not taken up.   

We discussed and united again on these two items and agreed to ask the Meeting for Business 

to approve these action items this month, so that our committee can move ahead with them: 

Raising the Visibility of Environmental Concerns 

Mindful of Query Number 10 of our NCYMC Faith and Practice (“Do we endeavor to live in 

harmony with nature? Are we careful in our stewardship of the world's irreplaceable 

resources?”), our Committee is especially concerned to raise higher the visibility of protection 



of the environment as an advocacy issue for our Committee and our Meeting.  In the past, 

members of our Meeting and School, notably Karen Forget, Whit Peace and Gwynne Wells, 

have taken leadership in South Hampton Roads for protection of our rivers, through founding of 

the Lynnhaven River Now project.  Environmental protection continues to be a major focus of 

the educational program at Friends School, which has been a Pearl School for some years, just 

as our Meeting became a Pearl Faith Community last year.  Over the past two years with 

prodding from Rosie Heart, Faye Bailey, and Lewis White our Committee has been active in 

advocating for environmental justice.  The Committee is actively exploring affiliation with 

Quaker Earthcare Witness, a network of North American Friends (Quakers) and other like-

minded people who are taking spirit-led action to address the ecological and social crises of the 

world, emphasizing Quaker process and testimonies. The 2020 national meeting of Quaker 

Earthcare Witness will take place at the Durham Friends Meeting in April of 2020.   

In view of the environmental crisis that the world is facing in the next eleven years, there was 

enthusiastic agreement on the Committee to seek approval from the Meeting to change the 

name of our Committee to “Peace, Social Justice, and Earthcare” so as to raise the visibility of 

environmental issues in our Meeting’s concern and advocacy.  The committee has seasoned 

this idea of a name-change for several years. 

 
Action Item:  We seek leave from the Monthly Meeting for Business to change the name 
of our Committee to “Peace, Earthcare & Social Justice”  
 

 
NCYMC Committee to facilitate engagement with Poor People’s Campaign 
 
 The Committee took note of the Yearly Meeting’s recent endorsement of the Poor 
People’s Campaign and its establishment of a Yearly Meeting Committee to facilitate and 
support in a financial way those Meetings and individuals who seek to engage with the Poor 
People’s Campaign.  The Yearly Meeting has requested those meetings who wish to participate 
in this committee to inform the Clerk of Yearly Meeting of that intention.  Tom Bertrand, who 
had previously volunteered to serve on that Yearly Meeting Committee, will continue to update 
Yearly and Interim Body Meetings regarding Virginia Beach Friends Meeting’s involvements 
with the PPC and related issues of racial justice. 

  

 
Action Item:  We recommend that VBFM Monthly Meeting for Business again express to 
NCYMC our endorsement of the Poor People’s Campaign and of the Yearly Meeting’s 
efforts to support those individuals and other meetings who feel led to engage with the 
Poor People’s Campaign.  
 

 



Upcoming Events 

 
September 10 at 8:00 p.m. EDT | FCNL Conference Call: “Restore Pell Grants for Prisoners: 
Briefing with Rep. Danny Davis and Jose Woss”  Go to https://www.fcnl.org/updates/restore-pell-
grants-for-prisoners-briefing-with-rep-danny-davis-and-jose-woss-2248 
 
September 19, 2019, 5:30-9:30 pm, Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP), Annual 
Celebration and Awards Benefit, Richmond, VA, see registration information at 
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=60  
 
September 27-29, 2019 in Princeton, NJ: Interfaith Conference to End Drone Warfare.  See  
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/interfaith-conference-to-end-drone-warfare-offers-opportunity-
for-activism-2200 
 
Thursday, October 10 at 7 pm, next HRCAN meeting will be at the Norfolk Catholic Worker. 
 
October 21, 2019.  The Kings Bay Plowshares defendants will go to trial in Brunswick, GA for 
their disarmament action at the nearby Trident sub base.  
 
October 29, 2019.  Adventures in Quaker History: Quakers in the Tidewater.  Worship, Eating, 
and Quaker History with the Somerton Friends Church, Suffolk, VA. 
 
Saturday, November 2, at 12 noon, Christy Coleman, CEO of the American Civil War Museum 
in Richmond speaks on "How Shall We Remember? The Civil War, Slavery, and Confederate 
Heritage."  This will be the Pax Christi presentation at Virginia Wesleyan’s One Love Festival at 
the new Goode Fine and Performing Arts Center at Virginia Wesleyan University.   
 
November 13-17, 2019, FCNL Annual Meeting & Quaker Public Policy Institute, Washington 
DC, see  
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/annual-meeting-and-quaker-public-policy-institute-2019-27 
 
January 22, 2020, VICPP Day for All People, Richmond, VA, Lobbying day at the Virginia 
General Assembly, See https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/events/day-for-all-people-
2/1579678200/1579705200/ 
 
March 28-31, 2020, FCNL Spring Lobby Weekend for Young Friends, Washington DC 
 
June 28-July 4, 2020, Friends General Conference (FGC) 2020 Gathering, Radford University, 
Radford, Virginia.  The FGC 2020 Annual Gathering will be under the care of Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting. 
 

Thanks to April Megginson for her notes. 
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