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"The past is our definition. We may strive, with good reason, to escape it, or to escape what is bad in it, 
but we will escape it only by adding something better to it." 
 
"Every day do something that won't compute…. Give your approval to all you cannot understand…. Ask 
the questions which have no answers. Put your faith in two inches of humus that will build under the 
trees every thousand years…. Laugh. Be joyful though you have considered all the facts…. Practice 
resurrection." 
  
     -- Wendell Berry, American farmer, essayist, poet 
 
“Life is either a daring adventure, or nothing.” 
 
     -- Helen Keller 
      

 

1. Our Committee has had two meetings since the last VBFM for Business: 
 
Notes from our Committee Meeting on 7d, 7m, 2019:   
In attendance: Beth & Tom Bertrand, Nancy Delle Femine, Sally Gudas, April Megginson, 
Deborah Reilly, Elizabeth Waitekus, Mary Pelham White. 
As our liaison to the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), April presented a detailed 
overview of the history and work of the 102-year-old Quaker service organization.  Sally and 
Mary Peilham reported on the work of the Tidewater Immigration Transit Assistance group 
(TITA), and Sally updated the group on upcoming actions at the Norfolk City Jail..  Tom reported 
on his and Beth’s recent visits to Charlottesville Friends Meeting where there was an update by 
the Charlottesville Immigration Transit Assistance Group (CHITA) and his participation as an 
attorney in the four-day Poor People’s Campaign Moral Acdtion Congress in Washington in June. 
 
Notes from our Committee Meeting on 4d, 8m, 2019: 
In attendance: Nancy Craft, Nancy Delle Femine, Liana Fleming, Dave French, Patrick Goold, Sally 
Gudas, Robert Kent, April Megginson (recorder), Kendle Morrishow, Whit Peace, Kate Rogers, 
Elizabeth Waitekus, Mary Pelham White, Tom Bertrand (convener).   
 
After a moment of settling, Kendle Morrishow began our Meeting by reading aloud Dwight 
Wilson’s Psalm 7 from his book Modern Psalms in Search of Peace and Justice (Richmond, IN: 
Friends United Press, 2017). 
 



Tom invited a discussion of our posture as a Committee and a Meeting in political action during 
the 2020 election.  He said that particularly in the presently partisan atmosphere, he always 
needs to remind himself that Quakers seem to have been most effective when steering clear of 
politically partisan rhetoric and seeking to be healers as well as advocates.  He referred to the 
urgent but healing tone of the words that Elizabeth had spoken in Meeting for Worship this 
morning.  Kate and Nancy C affirmed that it is very hard but so important that we speak with our 
best selves these days.  Whit said that the Communications Committee is also concerned about 
finding the healing words in the way our Meeting Community shares with each other.  Nancy C 
said that it is important that we talk effectively about issues, such as racism, and listen to learn 
what others feel, but avoid politicization.  Tom called attention to upcoming coalition events, 
such those supporting the Poor Peoples Campaign and the Treaty to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, 
which help us carry forward our Quaker legacy as peacemakers.  Patrick reminded us that the 
Quaker movement arose at a very troubled and violent time in British history, when many 
Quakers fought in Cromwell’s army and political pamphleteering was extreme.  He asked, can 
we carry forward this pacifist tradition in this day?  Nancy C said that in Fox’s time, the Quakers 
learned to take direction from God in Waiting Worship.  Tom replied that he had heard God 
speaking through Elizabeth this morning, urging us to speak out about gun violence.  He 
reminded us that the FCNL and VICPP websites help us to write effective letters to our 
representatives and to the press on gun violence and other issues.  FCNL, he said, has gained its 
reputation as the most effective faith-based lobby on Capitol Hill by being able to avoid political 
partisanship.  Sally, speaking from her experiences as a member of the Richmond VA Meeting, 
said that the Quaker process of discerning and reaching unity about an issue allows us to take a 
public stand on really crucial issues. 
 
Tom called attention to the latest FCNL alerts from this morning’s FCNL website:  (1) After 
Budget Deal, Faith Groups Urge Investment in True Human Needs: No Increases to Detention 
and Deportation. (2) Carbon Pricing as a Solution to Climate Change. (3) Congressional Recess: A 
Time To Make Your Voice Heard. (4) U.S. Pulls Out of Nuclear Treaty.  See 
https://www.fcnl.org/action/act-online for easy way to send letters on these and other issues to 
your congressional representatives.  
 
Mary Pelham and Sally presented gave an update on the work of the Tidewater Immigration 
Transit Assistance group (TITA) in providing assistance to asylum seekers traveling north on 
Greyhound buses.  They noted that the flow of migrants arriving in Norfolk and Virginia Beach 
has slowed to a trickle.  There will be a TITA potluck working session on the 13th in Norfolk.  
Mary Pelham reported that in Ohio they are training people to “walk with” migrants upon 
arrival.  Nancy C said that sorting out what is legal or illegal in giving help is difficult, and that 
many of the migrants are too afraid to accept help.  Sally also reported that since February that 
there have been no ICE detainees housed in the Norfolk City Jail; Norfolk’s contract with ICE 
expires on August 31.  Liana shared stories of blatant race mongering that she continues to 
witness and experience as an immigrant.  Tom responded that she was speaking to what is on all 
our hearts.  Can we be strong enough to stand up for people when we witness such behavior?  
Tom shared a link to an article that had been recommended by Steve Baggarly:  See 
https://www.krwg.org/post/detention-centers-are-part-america-s-dark-
history?mc_cid=fea094349c&mc_eid=37ac47bfb9 
 
Whit updated us on local organizing in support of the United Nations Nuclear Weapons Treaty.  

Tom has purchased 75 copies of Steve Baggarly’s pamphlet about the campaign to distribute to 

https://www.fcnl.org/action/act-online
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members of our Meeting.  Nancy C and Tom recommended that we wait until after the 

November election and until Virginia Beach has been able to heal further from the tragic mass 

murder in the city before pressing this issue before City Council. 

 

April gave an update on ongoing discussions with the Somerton Friends Church concerning a 
future field trip to explore historic sites related to slavery and the underground railroad in the 
Great Dismal Swamp. 
 

Tom raised a question about how we can raise the visibility of protection of the environment as 
an advocacy issue for our Committee and our Meeting.  Environmental protection is a major 
focus of the educational program at Friends School, which has been a Pearl School for some 
years, just as our Meeting became a a Pearl Faith Community last year.  Tom reminded the 
Committee that we had previously recommended that VBFM become a participant in Quaker 
Earthcare Witness, a network of North American Friends (Quakers) and other like-minded 
people who are taking spirit-led action to address the ecological and social crises of the world, 
emphasizing Quaker process and testimonies.  In view of the environmental crisis that the world 
is facing in the next eleven years, there was enthusiastic agreement to seek approval from the 
Meeting to allow us to change the name of our Committee so as to raise the visibility of 
earthcare in our activism and advocacy.  See https://www.quakerearthcare.org/   
 

 

Action Item:  We seek the approval of Monthly Meeting for Business to change the name of 

our Committee to “Peace, Social Justice & Earthcare Witness.”  We will report this to the 
Meeting for Business on August 11, with the intention of asking for this name change to be 
approved as of the Meeting for Business on September 8 
 

 
 Patrick spoke to the need for Quakers and others to go beyond advocacy.  What we need is the 
 transformation of civilization. 
 
 Recalling Kendle’s reading of Dwight Wilson’s psalm, Tom encouraged members of the 
 Committee to try their own hands at writing modern psalms, finding adequate words to express 
 our love, our anguish and our hopes in our time. 

 
 

2. Endorsing the Yearly Meeting’s Minute in Support of the Poor People’s Campaign 
 
Dave reminded the Committee that the Meeting needs to respond to the invitation from the Yearly 
Meeting in July for various monthly meetings to ask the Yearly Meeting to set up a steering committee 
to support the work of those individuals and meetings who feel led to engage with the Poor People’s 
Campaign.  Tom Bertrand has previously agreed to serve on this steering committee.  Remembering that 
our Committee and the Meeting endorsed the Poor People’s Campaign last year and that various of our 
members have been active in the Campaign, our Committee united on the following recommendation to 
the Meeting for Business: 
 
 

https://www.quakerearthcare.org/


  

 

Action Item:  We recommend that VBFM Monthly Meeting for Business again express to 

NCYMC our endorsement of the Poor People’s Campaign and encourage the Yearly Meeting to 
set up a steering committee to support those individuals and other meetings who feel led to 
engage with the Poor People’s Campaign.   
 

 
 

3. Upcoming Events 
 
Tuesday, August 6, 2019, 5-6 pm, Vigil Marking the 74th anniversary of nuclear bombing of Hiroshima, 
Japan, "Nuclear War Never Again/No War with Iran" at the corner of City Hall Ave. and St. Paul's Blvd. 
 
Tuesday, August 13, 2019, TITA potluck, First Lutheran Church of Norfolk, 5:30 -8 pm. 
 
Friday, August 16, 2019, 11 am-12 noon, "Disarm Trident/Sign the Treaty" vigil at Norfolk Naval 
Shipyard main gate (Effingham St. just north of Portsmouth Blvd). 
 
August 23-25, 2019 Join the 2019 Commemoration of the First African Landing in recognition of the 
first Africans brought to English North America this August 23-25, 2019. Commemorate their arrival 400 
years ago at Point Comfort, site of Fort Monroe in Hampton, through museum exhibits, heritage tours, 
Living History interpretation, multicultural cuisine and crafts, keynote speakers and musical 
performances, including a Free concert at Hampton Coliseum on Saturday, August 24.  See 
http://hamptonva2019.com/firstafricanlanding/ 
 
September 19, 2019, 5:30-9:30 pm, Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP), Annual 
Celebration and Awards Benefit, Richmond, VA, see registration information at 
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=60  
 
September 27-29, 2019 in Princeton, NJ: Interfaith Conference to End Drone Warfare.  See  
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/interfaith-conference-to-end-drone-warfare-offers-opportunity-for-
activism-2200 
 
November 13-17, 2019, FCNL Annual Meeting & Quaker Public Policy Institute, Washington DC, see  
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/annual-meeting-and-quaker-public-policy-institute-2019-27 
 
January 22, 2020, VICPP Day for All People, Richmond, VA, Lobbying day at the Virginia General 
Assembly, See https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/events/day-for-all-people-
2/1579678200/1579705200/ 
 
March 28-31, 2019, FCNL Spring Lobby Weekend for Young Friends, Washington DC 
 
June 28-July 4, 2020, Friends General Conference (FGC) 2020 Gathering, Radford University, Radford, 
Virginia.  The FGC 2020 Annual Gathering will be under the care of Baltimore Yearly Meeting. 
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