
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE 

VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

Fifth Month Twelfth Day 2019 

 

Notes from our P&SJ Meeting, Fourth Month Twenty-Eighth Day 2019:  

Following rise of Meeting for Worship, Faye Bailey, Beth & Tom Bertrand, Nancy Craft, Nancy 

Delle Femine, Whit Peace, Elizabeth Waitekus, and Mary Pelham White met as a Committee 

and discussed the following matters:   

1. Responding to FCNL request to suggest changes in “The World We Seek” 

The Committee united on the following comments, which were subsequently sent to 

the FCNL General Committee via FCNL’s suggested on-line portal : 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE 

OF THE VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING 

CONCERNING THE FCNL PUBLICATION “THE WORLD WE SEEK” 

May 5, 2019 

 

During the months of March and April 2019, our Committee on Peace & Social Justice has urged 

members of Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting to reread “The World We Seek,” the foundational 

statement of legislative policy by the Friends Committee on National Legislation.  Over those 

two months, we have utilized the Meeting’s newsletter, our Committee’s reports posted on the 

Meeting’s website, and repeated announcements at Meetings for Business and following 

Meetings for Worship to seek suggestions for the upcoming revision.  Our committee devoted 

time in our two meetings in April to reviewing the document, first on April 7 and finally on April 

28. Most often the responses have been in the spirit of this comment: “It is a beautiful 

document, and I can’t think of anything to recommend different for it.”  Members of our 

committee agree that we will make the point each year to encourage a rereading of “The World 

We Seek” by all members of our Meeting. 

 

In light of the current threats to our constitutionally mandated separation of powers and checks 

and balances, to our traditions of hospitality to refugees, and to the quality of life of our 

children, our Committee urges FCNL to consider strengthening Parts II and III of the document in 

the following ways: 

 

 Under Part II, Section 1, Subsection Government Accountability and Transparency [page 

14 of the blue booklet], we suggest stressing that we seek a government that operates 

in a climate of truth-telling, good faith, and bipartisanship.  

 



 We also suggest that the final paragraph of that same subsection, concerning the media, 

be highlighted by setting it aside as a separate subsection of Section 1 with an italicized 

heading such as “An Independent Media.” [page 15 of the blue booklet] 

 

 Under Part II, Section 1, Subsection Criminal Justice, paragraph 3, at the end of the first 

sentence [middle of page 16 of the blue booklet], we suggest the addition of the phrase 

‘including the right to vote.”  This is implicit in the phrase “with their full rights and 

obligations”; however, in the current climate of political debate, we believe that the 

restoration of the right to vote should be emphasized. 

 

 Under Part II, Section 6 Immigration and Refugees, we suggest adding the words “a 

welcoming” before the opening clause in the second paragraph, so that the paragraph 

begins “We support a welcoming openness to refugees….” 

 

 At the beginning of part III, Section 2, Subsection Families and Homes with Children 

[bottom of page 29 of the blue booklet], we suggest adding this introductory sentence:  

“We believe in the sanctity of the home and the importance of love and emotional 

security in raising our children as the foundation of a just and thriving society.” 

 

 

2. Update on support for Central American refugees awaiting asylum hearings.  “Let us 

present a welcoming human face to these families in distress.”  Our Committee shared 

our recent experiences meeting bus travelers arriving in or passing through Norfolk and 

Virginia Beach and assisting them in connecting with their sponsors/family members 

while they await their asylum hearings.  We discussed the logistical challenges of helping 

meet the humanitarian needs and anxieties of these refugees, whom the U.S. agencies 

responsible for Customs & Border Protection (CBP) and Immigration & Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) have placed on buses to cities across America.  We also considered the 

practical limitations of our own capacities to meet this need.  So far eleven 

members/attenders of our Meeting have volunteered for this work, and we are 

developing list of available resources to assist volunteers.  We agreed to test the 

willingness of our Meeting for Business to support this work financially as needs arise.  

We will seek to partner with other churches who feel a similar mission. 

 

3. Reminder of Committee Members who have volunteered to be our meeting liaisons for 

organizations and issues supported by our meeting:  

 Ramallah Friends School (April Megginson) 

 American Friends Service Committee (NEED SOMEONE TO STEP UP) 

 Friends Committee on National Legislation (Tom Bertrand and Mary Pelham 
White) 

 Quaker United Nations Office (Elizabeth Waitekus) 



 Coalitions: Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, Virginia Organizing (Nancy 
Craft) 

 Norfolk Catholic Worker (Tom Bertrand & Whit Peace) 

 Steady Footsteps (NEED SOMEONE TO STEP UP) 

 ISSUE: Environmental Protection, Quaker EarthCare Witness, the Brock Center, 
Pipelines, Plastics (Faye Bailey, Mark Connally, Rosie Heart, Lewis White, Tom 
Kennedy) 

 ISSUE: Immigration and Refugees (Tom Bertrand, Mary Pelham White, Tom 
Kennedy, Barbara Battelle, Sally Gudas) 

 ISSUE: Redistricting, Fighting Voter Suppression (Mary Pelham White) 

 ISSUE: UN Treaty to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (Whit Peace) 

 ISSUE: Racial Justice & Poor People’s Campaign (April Megginson, Tom Kennedy, 
Tom Bertrand) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted to the Meeting for Business by Tom Bertrand on behalf of the 
Committee  


