
Virginia Beach monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
Minutes of Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

12th Day of Fifth Month 2019 
 

Meeting opened with waiting worship, 16 persons present. 

Opening Worship Query #10: Manner of Living: Do we endeavor to live in harmony 
with nature? Are we careful in our stewardship of the world’s irreplaceable 
resources? 

Response: 

The meeting continually examines its use of resources. One example of our beliefs in action and 
living in harmony with nature is the protection of our valuable trees. The issue of environmental 
protection is of national importance. We act individually, locally and nationally through Friends 
Committee on National Legislation to protect our environment. 

Clerks Corner:  

The clerk encourages all meeting attenders to take a turn breaking meeting. 

School Report: 

The School’s commitment to the environment includes being a Pearl School, the Green House, 
and many ongoing projects including a rainwater and landscape design. 

Mike Barclay reported the decision to retire the Upper School.  

Galen reported on the activities of the Spiritual Life of the School. The meeting for worship was 
changed to Wednesday and given more emphasis.  Next year, the students will provide more 
queries at the beginning of meeting for worship. The Lower school is included by utilizing the 
Faith and Play program before they join the school in silence. Currently the third and fourth 
graders are taking leadership roles.  The curriculum is called Quakerism in Action, which 
considers the testimonies and how we as a school enact the testimonies. The Upper School has 
classes in comparative religion and specifically Quakerism.  Dee Talbert leads the students in 
many aspects of spiritual life.  

The Virginia Association of Independent Schools (VAIS) returned the school to full accreditation. 
This year is the first year of a five year accreditation. 
 
Work has begun on the Cottage renovation. 
 
Enrollment contracts for the Fall School year stands at 71 contracts received and 20 new and 
re-enrollment contracts pending. 
 
Galen expressed the gratitude of the school for the vibrant and varied support the meeting 
provides to the school. 
 
 



School Committee: 

A meeting on 04/18/19 was a called meeting to consider the alternatives presented by Michael 
Barclay at the 4/9/19 meeting for retiring the upper school.  School Committee united in 
accepting Michael Barclay’s preferred alternative that will keep the upper school open all of next 
year and retain only seniors as the last graduating class the following year. 
 
The attorney Bert Poole reported that the Court has approved the Parcel 3 transfer.  He is 
presently preparing the documents necessary for closing. 
 
Friends of Friends, LLC has studied projections for the next three years. They are presently 
obtaining investors for next year’s funding; however, the funds will not be available to the 
school to meet upcoming expenses.   
 
Meeting approves: School Committee’s request that Meeting loan the school $100,000 for a 
period of 90 days using the same one page agreement that was used for the previous loan. 
 

Young Friends:  
 

Young Friends committee is dwindling rather than growing.  
We have lost 2 committee members, Diane Fenton and Elizabeth Waitekus.  
 
Gwynne Wells continues to teach one Sunday a month, for which we are so grateful. Her 
creativity and dedication to the children is wonderful.  
 
Joanna Clinton is happy to serve as a Young Friends teacher as well, for which we are grateful. 
Her daughter, Grace, is our most regular attender! 
 
We need one or two Meeting friends to teach one Sunday a month. Otherwise, we may need to 
reduce the number of Sundays for which Young Friends classes are held.  
 
 

Faith & Practice 

The meeting approves the report of Faith and Practice to Yearly Meeting re: section 11 on MEO 
and Travel Minutes. This is a result of the committee’s work and the input and discussion of the 
meeting.  

Interim Body Report: 

 Nancy Craft reported on the interim of YM and the minutes will be posted on their website.  

Representatives to Yearly Meeting:   

Dave French, Tom Bertrand, Nancy Craft and Nancy Delle Femine will attend 7/11-7/14.  Others 
are welcome. 

 



Committee Reports:  

Nominating Committee:  

We are seeking a recording clerk, Young Friends teachers, leaders for adult first day school, as 
well as others. The meeting appreciates Jeanne Crawford for staying on as clerk for another 
year. The meeting appreciates Joanne Crass’ work as recording clerk. 

Treasurer/Finance Committee: 

The meeting approves the treasurer withdraw money from the Friends Fiduciary Fund for the 
90 day loan to the school. Income for 4th month was about $1834 and expenses were about 
$491.  

Building and Grounds Committee 

Work day 5/18/10!  

The awning is being replaced.  

 
Peace and Social Justice Committee:  

The committee continues to seek volunteers to be our liaison to American Friends Service 
Committee and Steady Footsteps. These are both organizations supported by our meeting. 

 
In response to the Friends Council on National Legislation request to suggest changes in “The 
World We Seek”, the committee solicited and carefully considered feedback from the meeting. 
The committee responded to FCNL with the comments which can be read in detail in their 
report of 4/28/19. 

 

Meeting closed with silent worship, 14 present. 

Submitted by 

Jeanne Crawford, Clerk 

Joanne Crass, Recording Clerk 


