
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE 

VIRGINIA BEACH FRIENDS MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

Fourth Month Fourteenth Day 2019 

 

Notes from our P&SJ Meeting, Fourth Month Seventh Day 2019:  

Following rise of Meeting for Worship, Steve Baggarly, Faye Bailey, Beth & Tom Bertrand, Mark 

Connolly, Liana Fleming, Sally Gudas, Rosalie Heart, Robert Kent, April Megginson, Whit Peace, 

Elizabeth Waitekus, and Mary Pelham White met as a Committee and discussed the following 

matters:   

 

1. Campaign to support Treaty to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.  Steve Baggarly of the 

Norfolk Catholic Worker discussed the Hampton Roads campaign to convince local 

municipalities to declare their support for the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons, first adopted by 122 nations in 2017.  Steve displayed a table full of literature 

about the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) as well as about 

the mission and programs of the Norfolk Catholic Worker.  He reported on his 

attendance at a March 4 meeting at the Friends Committee on National Legislation 

offices on Capitol Hill where FCNL’s Diane Randall conversed with Nobel Peace Prize 

Winner Beatrice Fihn, executive director of ICAN, the organization which has been the 

driving force behind the international campaign to convince the nations of the world to 

ratify the treaty. 

 Characterizing nuclear weapons not as a “necessary evil” but as a darkest evil, Steve 

 shared several excerpts from the booklet he has edited, Nuclear Weapons or Us. 

 According to the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, the “Doomsday Clock” is at 2 minutes to 

 midnight, the closest the world has been to nuclear destruction since World War 2, as a  

 result of various interconnecting factos: tensions among the nine nuclear states and 

 nine other nations currently developing nuclear weapons; non-state terrorism;  

 computer hacking and cyber warfare; unstable leaders in various nations; 1800 nuclear 

 weapons on hair-trigger alert; mistakes; the unilateral abandonment by the United 

 States and other nations of disarmament treaties; the rebuilding of nuclear arsenals by 

 the nuclear powers. 

 The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons has been adopted by 122 countries 

 and ratified by 22.  When 50 countries have ratified the treaty, it will become 

 international law. It is hoped that after the Treaty becomes law, the nuclear nations 

 which have all boycotted the treaty, will be stigmatized and the movement of nuclear 

 weapons around the world will become restricted. 



 Steve discussed the local strategy of approaching local municipalities.  The Hampton 

 Roads Campaign has been accepted as an ICAN partner and has started having monthly 

 organizing meetings.  The local campaign has already spoken to several council 

 members of the City of Norfolk, giving examples of other cities that have passed 

 resolutions supporting the Treaty, including Baltimore, San Francisco, Washington DC.  

 The case for the municipalities of the Hampton Roads area to support the campaign is 

 compelling: we rep resent one of the world’s largest concentrations of military 

 personnel, weapons and technology and therefore are a predictable target in the event 

 of nuclear conflict. 

 The Virginia Beach Friends Meeting has previously endorsed the campaign.  Tom asked 

 what do we mean when we say that we have endorsed it?  What can we do as a small 

 Meeting?  He queried whether we might building on relationships already established 

 through the Sister Cities association.  Lianna has worked locally with the Virginia  Beach 

 Sister Cities organization.  

 Rosie recommended that we all read Joanna Macy’s new book, Active Hope: How to 

 Face the Mess We're in without Going Crazy, which she said is rich with strategies for 

 concrete action.  Sally recommended “Think Progress” as an educational tool; she will 

 contact Jack and Esther Lee to promote a story about the Campaign. 

 Faye wants to get her city of Portsmouth involved.  Lewis said he knows the mayor of 

 Portsmouth and could approach him. 

 Whit suggested that we promote the Campaign with our fellow Quakers at Yearly 

 Meeting this coming summer.  Nancy suggested that we might even raise the issue at 

 the Interim Body meeting in Durham at the end of this month.  Tom mentioned that we 

 should try to get the School involved through Galen Hamann. 

   

2. Review of “The World We Seek,” the foundational statement of legislative policy by 

the Friends Committee on National Legislation.  Virginia Beach Friends will remember 

that our Meeting participates every two years in the process of revising FCNL’s 

legislative priorities for the upcoming legislative session.  “The World We Seek” is the 

policy statement that underlies those changing priorities.  The General Committee of 

FCNL (on which Tom B serves) has invited comments from Quakers around the country 

as the Committee works to revise this policy statement for the first time since 

November 2013.  The deadline for submission of comments is the end of April.  Please 

download and read the document before our committee meeting next First Day (April 

7th): https://www.fcnl.org/documents/887 .  What issues that are important to us are 

not represented in this document?  We will meet again on April 28th to formulate our 

response.  

 

https://www.fcnl.org/documents/887


3. Update on support for Central American refugees awaiting asylum hearings.  Tom 

reported that Virginia Beach Friends had shipped four large boxes of packpacks, carrying 

bags, and blankets to “The Monastery” in Tucson, AZ, which is the processing center for 

refugees that have been processed by I.C.E. and allowed to travel by bus to cities across 

the country where they have relatives or sponsors.  Sally Gudas reported that buses 

carrying several such refugees arrive every day in Norfolk and Virginia Beach.  A 

grassroots phone and internet network has grown up in the last several weeks that is 

tied into a nationwide communications network that enables local volunteers to 

welcome specific buses and ensure that the refugees are provided with food and 

successfully connect with their families or sponsors.  Various members of our 

committee signed on to join the list of volunteers.  Steve said that these are amazing 

people fleeing great violence in their communities of origin.  Sally said that there will be 

a training of volunteers in the near future.  Anyone interested should contact Mary 

Pelham White, Tom Bertrand, or Sally Gudas. 

 

4. Concluding overview of the work of the Norfolk Catholic Worker.  Several members of 

the Committee joined Steve for lunch at El Taco Loco at Hilltop.  

 

 
Upcoming Events   

 Good Friday, April 19, 11 am, gathering at the Basilica of St. Mary's in Norfolk to 

begin the justice and peace Stations of the Cross walk through downtown 

Norfolk. (coordinated by the Norfolk Catholic Worker) 

 Saturday, April 20, 11:30 to 12:30, Vigil for Peace at the corner of Main St. and 

Warwick Blvd. in Newport News.  (coordinated by the Norfolk Catholic Worker) 

 Friday, April 26, 11 am-12 noon, at the main gate to Norfolk Naval Shipyard, on 

Effingham St., just north of Portsmouth Blvd., "No nuclear war, no Trident" vigil. 

The USS Wyoming, which carries 7 pounds of TNT for every person on the planet, 

is still being overhauled at the shipyard. (coordinated by the Norfolk Catholic 

Worker) 

 Sunday, April 28, Meeting of Peace & Social Justice Committee after rise of 

Meeting for Worship at Virginia Beach Friends Meeting (we will be discussing 

“The World We Seek” in order to make a response to FCNL)  

  

 Reminder of Committee Members who have volunteered to be our meeting liaisons 

 for organizations and issues supported by our meeting:  

 Ramallah Friends School (April Megginson) 

 American Friends Service Committee  



 Friends Committee on National Legislation (Tom Bertrand and Mary Pelham 
White) 

 Quaker United Nations Office (Elizabeth Waitekus) 

 Coalitions: Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, Virginia Organizing (Nancy 
Craft) 

 Norfolk Catholic Worker (Tom Bertrand & Whit Peace) 

 Steady Footsteps (Tom Elder) 

 ISSUE: Environmental Protection, Quaker EarthCare Witness, the Brock Center, 
Pipelines, Plastics  (Faye Bailey, Mark Connally, Rosie Heart, Lewis White, Tom 
Kennedy) 

 ISSUE: Immigration and Refugees (Tom Bertrand, Mary Pelham White, Tom 
Kennedy, Barbara Battelle, Sally Gudas) 

 ISSUE: Redistricting, Fighting Voter Suppression (Mary Pelham White) 

 ISSUE: UN Treaty to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (Whit Peace) 

 ISSUE: Racial Justice & Poor People’s Campaign (April Megginson, Tom Kennedy, 
Tom Bertrand) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted to the Meeting for Business by Tom Bertrand, on behalf of the 
Committee 


