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Recommended Reading: 

 

Carolyn Kormann, “The Widening Gyre: Royan Slat’s controversial plan to 

clean up the oceans,” The New Yorker ( February 4, 2019), 42-49. 

 

Diane Randall, “Faith Leaders Urge Congress: Keep Government Open & 
Protect Immigrants,” on FCNL website February 7, 2019, 
https://www.fcnl.org/ 

 "Expanding border walls and detention centers as well as further 
 militarizing our borders diminishes our freedoms and the essence             
 of who we are as a nation"  

 

 

Minutes of Peace & Social Justice Committee Meeting 

February 3, 2019 

 

 

Opened with a period of silence 

In Tom Bertrand’s absence, Mary Pelham convened the meeting, sharing 

that Tom was completing the second day of a storytelling workshop that 

spoke to him deeply.  Next meeting, we request that Tom Bertrand tell us 

about the January Women’s March in Washington, D.C. as well as his 

experience of driving an undocumented woman and her baby to a hearing in 

Arlington, VA. after her husband was detained and likely faced deportation.  

Note:  Sally Gudas, coordinator of the transportation program, has recently 

moved to Hampton Roads. 



Whit Peace sent notes updating the status of the Hampton Roads Campaign 

to Abolish Nuclear Weapons  (HRC2ANW) that he and Tom B, have joined 

with Steve Baggerly to garner support in our area.  Current local focus is 

community education to encourage support from City Councils. 

Nancy Craft attended the January VCIPP Day for All People in Richmond.  

Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax was the keynote speaker.  Nancy stressed that the 

issues and bills discussed during the day will take shape after the cross-over 

day. (see note*  appended from Va. Organizing)  

April Megginson outlined the progress of some regional Quakers to plan a 

tour of sites central to our Virginia/North Carolina history.  Most 

importantly, several people are collaborating to expand on and document 

Quaker history, focusing on the Somerton Monthly Meeting and the 

underground railroad through the Great Dismal Swamp.  Note:  New Garden 

Monthly Meeting in Greensboro, NC will celebrate the 200
th
 Anniversary of 

the Underground Railroad this February 9
th
.   

 Amy Fisher, a first-time visitor, expressed appreciation for sharing the day 

as she is presently in Virginia Beach taking care of her aging parents.  She 

found comfort in the tone of Quaker Meeting and offered to help, perhaps 

with the newsletter.   

Mark Connelly told us about his recent retreat to a cabin in New Hampshire 

to “rough it” for a few days.  He also expressed great sadness and confusion 

related to the call for Gov. Northam’s resignation due to a racist yearbook 

photo (supposedly of Northam in 1984) that surfaced the day before.  Three 

senior senators from Virginia had just joined those calling for resignation, 

even though very few details were known about circumstances surrounding 

the yearbook.  



Rosalie Heart  reported that the Intergenerational Women met Saturday and 

expressed differing views of Gov. Northam’s continued service in light of 

his yearbook photo   Rosie also mentioned attendance at “Better Angels|  

event (at The Fellowship of the Inner Light) where the topic was civil 

discourse.  Following that discussion, Rosie considered Matthew Fox’s  

“Order of Sacred Earth” suggesting a new order with two vows: 1) Love the 

Earth  2) Protect the Earth.  She will send further info to the newsletter.   

Faye Bailey urged compassion, both in our families and the larger 

community.  Additionally, she continues her commitment to eliminating 

litter.   

Announcements: 

-   Reminder to write letters to the editor (per Bob Young and P&SJ ! 

 

- Feb  9
th
  1:30  “Underground Railroad 200

th
 Anniversary”    

       New Garden Friends Meeting,    

       Greensboro, NC 

 

- Feb 16
th
 Retreat       with Lloyd Lee Wilson 

 

- proposed 5
th

 Sunday (Mar 30) Potluck to discuss H.R. Campaign to 

 Abolish Nuclear Weapons 

 

*   
Yesterday was "Crossover Day" at the General Assembly. From now on, each house can only 
consider bills already passed by the other chamber (with the exception of budget bills). 
Below are six important issues that we'll be focusing on over the next few weeks. I hope you 
will take a few minutes to let your legislator know that these issues matter to you too! 

Disorderly conduct. Support SB 1107 (McClellan), which limits criminal charges for 
disorderly conduct in school settings. It passed the Senate and is currently in the House of 
Delegates Courts of Justice Committee. Click here for a list of committee members to 
contact. Read more about the issue here. 

Absentee voting. Support SB 1026 (Spruill) and HB 2790 (Rush), which expand access to 
absentee voting. They aren't identical but are both steps in the right direction. Please thank 
all delegates (89-10) and senators (40-0) who voted for these bills. 

Catastrophic health insurance plans. Oppose SB 1027 (Sturtevant) and HB 
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2260 (Robinson), which allow health insurance carriers to offer low-quality catastrophic plans 
on the individual market. Read more about the issue here. 

Driver's license suspensions. Support SB 1013 (Stanley), which prohibits suspensions for 
nonpayment of court fines and costs. It passed the Senate and is currently in the House of 
Delegates Courts of Justice Committee. Click here for a list of committee members to 
contact.  

Redistricting. Support SJ 306 (Barker), a constitutional amendment to create an 
independent redistricting commission. It is the strongest option still alive in the General 
Assembly. Ask House Privileges and Elections Subcommittee #4 to support SJ 306 (see 
member list here). Read more about the issue here. 

Budget. Virginia expects to collect more than $1 billion in new revenue, due primarily to the 
recent federal tax changes, but there is disagreement on what to do with that money. We 
support a budget that invests in the common good, not just tax giveaways. Ask your 
legislators to support a budget that provides more resources to schools, makes the Earned 
Income Tax Credit refundable, and funds other public investments. 

Here is Virginia Organizing's updated Legislative Priorities one-pager that you can share with 
friends and leave behind with legislators. Please let me know if you have any questions. If 
you get a response from a legislator that you think is worth sharing, please send it our way. 

Thanks for working to make real change in Virginia! 

Sincerely, 

Brian Johns, Executive Director 
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