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Photo on Left:  Nora Ray puts her mother’s “I Voted” sticker on Susan B. Anthony’s 

grave in Mt. Hope Cemetery, Rochester NY, on Election Day, November 6, 2018. 

Photo on Right:  Plans for  the “Emancipation Proclamation and Freedom 

Monument” to be constructed on Brown’s Island in Richmond in commemoration 

of the 150th Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation and abolition of 

slavery in the United States. 

 



Notes from our P&SJ Meeting, Tenth Month 4th day, 2018:  

Following rise of Meeting for Worship, Faye Bailey, Tom Bertrand, Beth Bertrand, 

Gayle Cameron, Mark Connolly, Nancy Craft, Nancy Delle Femine, Kate Rogers, 

Elizabeth Waitekus, and Mary Pelham White, discussed the following matters: 

 Virginia Beach Health Care Hope Community Forum.  Mary Pelham White 

reported on this community forum which she had attended on the evening 

of Monday, October 29, at the Virginia Beach Housing Resource Center.  

The “New Health Coverage for Virginia Adults” is a Medicaid expansion 

program that provides quality no-cost or low-cost coverage to the poor. As a 

result of dedicated lobbying efforts over the past several years, the Virginia 

General Assembly this year passed legislation providing 400,000 more 

Virginians access to Medicaid, but they can’t take advantage of this 

opportunity if they aren't aware and don’t enroll.  The Forum was to share 

information on how to assist these citizens to enroll.  We also discussed a 

recent mailing from the Hampton-Roads coordinator of the Poor People’s 

Campaign encouraging our assistance in enrolling folks in this expansion. 

 

 The Virginia Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Commission Community 

Forum in Norfolk.  Kate Rogers reported on the warm welcome that that 

she and Tom Bertrand had received in attending this community meeting at 

the New Calvary Baptist Church in Norfolk on Tuesday, October 30.  The 

meeting featured a panel of community leaders envisioning “Where do we 

go from here?”  Several senators and delegates from Virginia’s General 

Assembly, local religious, legal and academic leaders, and representatives 

from the Poor People’s Campaign addressed a large crowd. The Forum was 

chaired by the Commissions chairperson, Senator Jennifer L. McClellan of 

Richmond, who revealed plans for the “Emancipation Proclamation and 

Freedom Monument” to be constructed on Brown’s Island in Richmond in 

commemoration of the 150th Anniversary of the Emancipation 

Proclamation and abolition of slavery in the United States. The monument 

will feature a 12-foot bronze statue representing newly freed slaves. 

Dedicated to the contributions of African American Virginians in the 

centuries-long fight for emancipation and freedom, the monument also will 

highlight notable African American Virginians who have made significant 



contributions to the emancipation and freedom of formerly enslaved 

persons or their descendants. See 

http://mlkcommission.dls.virginia.gov/mlk.html.  

 

 Standing with Pittsburgh.  On Wednesday, October 31, Tom and Beth 

Bertrand joined several hundred people from various faith communities in 

a community-wide service of solidarity hosted by the United Jewish 

Federation of Tidewater at the Sandler Family Campus of the United Jewish 

Federation of Tidewater.   
 

 
 

 

 Consideration of VBFM 2018 Budget items.   

Each year our Committee is charged with reviewing and recommending the 

Meeting’s financial support for various national Quaker organizations as 

well as for local community organizations and coalitions devoted to peace 

and social justice issues.  After extensive discussion we agreed to request 

continued support at the current level for certain organizations that our 

Meeting has traditionally supported.   

 

We also discussed recent conversations at the Interim Body of NCYMC 

concerning how individuals and monthly meetings might fund engagement 

in the Poor People’s Campaign.  We agreed that any such funding probably 

should be directly related activities of that Campaign in our local 

communities. 

 

http://mlkcommission.dls.virginia.gov/mlk.html


MINUTE:  P&SJ Committee recommends the Meeting for Business the 
following budgetary commitments for the next fiscal year:  

 
 AFSC                  $100  (continued support for national Quaker organization)  
 FCNL                 $200  (continued support for national Quaker organization) 
 JCOC   $100  (continued support for this local interfaith outreach to  
   the  homeless.  The Committee will continue to monitor how our  
   meeting and school might again be involved in funding and  
   preparing a JCOC shelter meal in the coming year) 
 Steady Footsteps  $350    (continued support for organization in Vietnam   
   founded & staffed by Virginia Lockett, former Meeting member) 
 VICPP                $100  (continued support for interfaith lobbying organization  
   focused on legislation in Richmond supported by various Virginia  
   Friends Monthly Meetings) 
 Quaker House in Fayetteville NC  $100 (the most prominent Friends   
   organization providing counsel to active duty military personnel) 
 Quaker UN Office $50 (Quakers have been supporting the United Nations since  
   its founding) 
 Norfolk Catholic Worker House $50 (continued support for the homeless  
   outreach of and justice work of this organization led by Steve  
   Baggarly and Kim Williams) 
 Ramallah Friends School $100 (continued support for the oldest school for  
   Palestinian youth in the Middle East, founded by Quakers in 1869) 
 VBFM Peace & Social Justice Committee $200 (to fund group P&SJ activities by  
   members of our meeting in the coming year, including   
   engagement with the Poor People’s Campaign) 
 
The Committee also requests assistance from the Meeting to support attendance by 
 Laley Lippard at the FCNL Annual Meeting and Quaker Public Policy Institute in 
 late November Lippard ($295) and to assist a group from Friends School to  
 attend the FCNL Spring Lobby Weekend for young  Friends, as we did in 2016  
 ($500) 
 

 
 

 Next steps in engaging with the Poor People’s Campaign.  We agreed to 
work with the Meeting to schedule a showing for the Meeting during the 
month of November of Dr. William Barber’s 2018 plenary address to 
Friends General Conference.  Faye Bailey will lead us in a conversation at 
our December 2 Committee Meeting of how members of VBFM can engage 
with the Poor People’s Campaign. 
 



 

 
“I pin my hopes to quiet processes and small 
circles in which vital and transforming 
events take place.” – Rufus Jones 
 
“Let us not be disheartened.  Let us find the 
strength and focus these days to engage in 
outrageous acts of love.” -- Rosalie Deer 
Heart 
  


